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deia 'nd that the wrong shall be put right.
It is only a mnatter of time anti the posi-
tion is rectified. ' Our system makes it safe
for democracy. Our actions as a Parliament
are free and, as a matter of fact, we protect
members even ngaihist bribery and violence
and we protect them from the-law in connec-
tion with statements made by them in this
Chamber. Anything which members think
is in the best interests of the community can
be stated on the floor of this Chamber.

Mr. Money: Members have been doiiig
it to-night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES. While Wet
are not always right, we are by no means
always wrong. We may be in a majority,
but we cannot use our majority to coerce the
other side.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: You would have a
difficult Job.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While 1
continue to occupy a seat on the Treasury
beach, I will not refuse to receive advice
from any quarter, but I will refuse to ac-
cept dictation from ny quarter, I care not
from where it comes. The man who will
adopt an opposite attitude and reject advice
from every quarter, 'will niot be acting in the
best interests of the community. Let us
freely discuss these matters and get away
from party domination. There is surely
enough at stake to enable us to deal with
these matters without paltry party interests
entering into the subject. If we look at ques-
tions from that broad point of view any,
Government will be the better for the sup-
port and advice tendered them, and thus
they will be able to work more effectively
in the interests of the community as a whole.

On motion by Mr. J. Macalluni Smith,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.59 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p~m. and read prayers.

QUESTION-RIVERTON ESTATE.
Hon, A. if. PANTON (for Hon. F. A.

Baglin) asked the Minister far Education:
], Is it true that competent agricultural ex-

perts, such as Messrs. Tyler and Newmank,
reported against the Riverton estate a4
suitable for the settlement of returned
soldiers? 2, In what amounts and to whomt
has the Agricultural Bank given financial
assistance? 3, At whose instigation, and
upon whose recommendations, have such
advance;, if any, been made? 4, 'What was
the totai sum of money incurred in settling
soldiers on the Riverton estatel 5, How
many so assisted are at present residing on
the estate?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 're-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, A Tyrrell WiIliams, £e388
8s. 5d.; E. Gaynor (who subsequently trans-
ferred to Chas. Ginbey), £497 1s.; Thomas
Greig, £494 11s. iid.; T. E. Simpson, £416
Os.; C. E. Jones (transferred toAleeDewar),
£431 .12s. Id. 3, The advances were made
by the Agricultural Bank at the request-of
and upon the indemnification of the Gov-
erment of the day acting upon the recom-
mendation of a select committee appointed
by Parliament. 4, £2,223 i3s. 5d., exclusive
of interest. 5 , Two, including one of the
original settlers.

QUESTION-LUNACY DEPARTMENT.
Proposed Royal Commission.

Hon. J. CORNELL Asked the Minister
for Education: Will the Government, when
submitting terms of reference to the Royal
Commission about to he appointed to in-
quire into and report upon the Hospital for
the Insane, Claremont, direct the Commis-
sion. to inquire into and report upon the
justice or otherwise of the dismissal of cer-
tain returned soldier employees during the
influenza epidemic in 1919, and the many
subsequent refusals to reinstate some of
those employees?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: No. This matter has already been
inquired into and determined.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eighth Dlay.

Debate resum ed from previous day.

Ron. J. MILLS (Cuatral) [4.351-1: , too,
wish to join with other hon. members in
expressing regret at the death of the
Ron. E. M. Clarke. I did not know Mr.
Clarke until I became a member of the
Council, a little over three years ago, but
since my first meeting with him- lelahhr~nd
to hold him in the very highest respect. A
number of speakers have referred to the
financial position, and to the deficit. Per-
sonally, I do not blame either the present
or any previous Government entirely for
the condition of our finances. I believe we
are the victims of circumstances over which
we have no control, and that the reasons
for our present condition are not so Much
within as without the State. Until trade
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relations are restored throughout the world
and the commerce of the world returns to
normal, we mast expect that the aboormn-
alit~r will be reflected in the Dominions. It
is therefore necessary for us to be very
careful, and I suggest that we sit very
tightly, that we practice thrift ad do not
borrow any more money than is absolutely
necessary. Then our deficit will soon pass
away. At any rate, if we do live extrava-
gantly we will certainly forfeit our
sovereign rights and become an impotent
State under the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Turning to matters affecting the
province I represent, and indirectly the
whole State, 1 remind hon. members that
recently coal was discovered in the Irwin
River district at a depth of 550 feet, where
a 12-foot scam was pierced. So far we
have not had the analysis, but naturally
the people up there are very hopeful.
that it may turn out - all right. We
trust that if it is not actually better
than Collie coal it will be equal to that
product, for it would be very helpful to
our lead mines in the North, where fuel
is scarce, and even the gold mines near to
Oeraldton could be served by it. The locality
of the discovery is 17 or 18 miles distant
from 'Miagenew as the crow flies, and prac-
tically the same distance fromn the Muliewa-
Wongan Hills railwdy. If the coal prove to
be of good quality it will. enhance our chances
of having the promised smelters erected at
Geraldton. At present I think the intention
is to erect them down here, but with the dis-
covery of good coal in the North I hope they
will be established at Geraldton. It is not only
for the district of the Irwin that the dis-
covery of coal has been predicted, for as far
back as 1850 'Ar. A. C. Gregory, one of our
earliest explorers, said that sooner or later
coal would be discovered betwean Oakabella
and the mouth of the Murehison River. There
is there a belt of country entirely different
from that in which the galena, is found.I
have been told of several discoveries of coal
shale in that stretch of country, notwithstand-
ing which the country has not been tapped.
I suppose the reason for that is that it is
too far from Perth, and that if coal were
discovered there it would comie into serious
conflict with tire Collie munes.

Hfon. J. Ewing: It wouild not interfere with
Collie coal at all.

Hlon. C. F. Baxter: 'Where is the justifica-
tion for boring there?
Hon,. J. MILLS: As I say, coal shale has

been discovered in several localities up there.
Also I have been told that on thle eastern
fringes of Ellendale there is coal bearing
country. I do not know of it personally, but
I have eyes to see and read with, and I am
of opinion that coal will be discovered there
also. But the Government have niever made
any determined effort to discover coal in our
district, except for a halt-hearted attempt at
the Greenough crossing, wvhere they tried to
obtain coal near the railways.

Hon. J. D)rffell: What do you suggest the
Government should dot

Hion. J. MILLtS: bond up a geologist arid,
if necessary, put down a test bore. Those
who kniow say, and I firmly believe, that coal
exists there. Yet no attempt has been made
to test the country-.

Hon. E. 11. Hlarris: They sent a geologist
uip North to locate oil, Why should they
not send one to look for coal?

Hon. J. MILLS: The price charged by the
Government for second-class and third-class
land is far in excess of its value, particularly
in respect of third-class land. InI 1915 the
Labour Government amended the Land Act
end reducod the price of first-class laud to a
maximum of 15s. That was all right for
men who lied [a rid previously priced at 30s.
per acre, but thle man whose laud was classi-
fled at, say, 14s. 9d- per acre, was left on the
same mark.

Hon. ff. Stewart: He could appeal.
Hon. J. 211LL5: At any rate we have a

very big proportion of third-clasi land in the
South-West division of the B3tate. Also I
think that if the great South-West were
stripped of its timber it would be found that
at least one-half of that also is third-class
land. Perth is built on third-class land, anid
if one goes to thle end of the inaadamised
road at North Perth lie canl follow the stretch
of country right up to Dongarra, 250 miiles
distant. With- the exception of an oasis hero
and there, thle whole of that area of over
three million acres, is second-class and third-
class land, and is practically unoccupied ex-
cept in a few istances where ile] are raising
cattle. The mninimum, pice of third-class land
to-day is Hs. fld., which, plus survey fees,
brings it ip to 4s. Id. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of acres which in
their natural state are not worth id. per
acre, let alone 4a. Id. The trouble is the
abominable taxation with which every man
is loaded immediately lbe gets into poews-
sioli. Something should be dlone to bring
about a better use of the land than is the
case at present. Just now it only offers a
breeding ground for rabbits. Then' is a great
dTeal of land in the South-West division out-
side tile zone of safe agriculture, which could
be put to better use if the Land Act were
further amended to permit of its being held
in larger areas. It is not what may be called
under the regulationis third-class laud. It is
red ]lnd an d as such should be at least
sectund-elass. Somne of it niny be considered
to he first-class, buit the rainfall is not aufi-
dient to justify' its us~e from the agricultural
point of view. It is, therefore, chliefly useful
for graria~g purposes. The minimum price
ait which this lanid van be held is 6s. 3d. per
acre plus suirvey fees. Seeing that it takes
from eight to 10 neres to keep a sheep on
this class of land, it is easy to wee that this
price of 6is. 3d., plus survey and taxation, is
too high. 'Under the regulations no one can
hold more than .9,000 acres of this country
under conditional purchase conditions in the
case of thir-d-class land, and 7,500 aeres in
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-the case of a married settler. In the case of
second-class land only 3,000 acres can be held,
and possibly an extra 1,000 in the case of the
married settler. This is quite inadequate for
a mall to make a living out of. He can only
-engage in grazing, but may do a little wheat
growing as a side line to sheep raising. The
land I speak of is lying to the western side
of the outer boundary of the rabbit-proof
fence, junctioniug with the southern ocean.
,on the one side and near Yalgoo on the
other. There is a good deal of it.

Hon. J. fluffell: How many miles are
there?

Hon. J. MILLS: Some 300 or 400 miles. It
is just a fringe of country along the rabbit-
proof fence which forms the boundary of the
two districts. I should like to see the Gov-
erment amend the regulations this session
so as to make it possible for a man to bold
at least 10,000 acres. I do not care whether
it is held under O.P. conditions or is leased
to a settler for, say, 30 years. He might be
given a pre-emptive right over it so that he
can purchase it at the end of that period.
Tbere is no such regulation in existence at
present and the land is therefore lying idle.
People cannot take up an area large enough
to make a living out of, and the price
charged is tohigh. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

Eon. J1. EWING (South-West) [4.501:
Last night Mr. Sanderson voiced my views
in regard to the Address-in-reply. Hle said
that it served a very good purpose, and I
think so too. As a representative of the
South-West Province, I do not pretend to
know all about every portion of Western
Australia for I have not travelled over the
entire State. 1, therefore, have to depend
upon other members representing the North-
West and other portions of Western Austra-
lia to educate me in those matters appertain-
ing to the requirements of their particular
districts of which I may be ignorant. When
any subject affecting any particular district
is brought forward we should have an oppor-
tunity, as we have had lately, of listening
to the views of members in regard to it, and
as to the undertakings necessary in their par-
ticular districts. 'Mr.. Miles last night made
a very vigorous speech and one upon which
I congratulate him. It is very invigorating
to think that members who are friendly with
members of the Government, perhaps more so
than most of us, have the temerity to stand
up in the House and say exactly what they
mean. I am sure the Leader of the House
will appreciate the speech made by Mr. Miles,
because we realise that he and the other
members from the North know more about
that part of the State than does the Minister.
One remark made by Mr. Miles was that it
was a know-all Ministry. I hare not
found that. So far as I am con-
cerned, any matters which I wished to
bring under the notice of the Gov-
ernment have at all times been willingly
attended to. Other members have spoken dlo-

[19]

quently with regard to the position of the
State. I know of no occasion since I have
been a member when I have listened to stich
speeches as I have done en the occasion of
this debate. Let me tell Mr. -Miles and other
members representing the North that I am
heart and soul with them. I appreciate the
splendid manner in which they have worked
f or their provinces. We hear much about
the small States and Dr. Earle Page's policy.
Probably the North is at least one portion
of Western Australia where that principle
might be applied. I have not given the "sat-
ter sufficient study to warrant me in making
a statement with regard to Dr. Page's views,
but I do think that of all the places in West-
ern Australia the North appeals to me as the
one place where the principle might be ap-
lied. One may safely leave the North in
its present hands, which include the hands of
the Minister for the North-West. I hope the
prosperity which is its due will not be long
delayed. I do not profess to be a finanejal
expert. Last night f was greatly interested
in this matter. I found out things I had
not known before. it mnay be asked why' I
did not know of these things. I have always
understood both from utterances on the pub-
lic platform and else~here that we are par-
ing sinking fund on all our loans. In analys-
ing the statements which have from time to
tinme come before the House and hon. mem-
hers, I have gathered that we were paying
this sinking fund towards the redemption of
all our loans.

The Minister for Education: The sinking
fund never applies to a loan until it has been
in operation for three years.

Hon. 5. EWING: I know that. There are
many loans which have been in operation for
more than three years, and a good many of
these have not been converted into inscribed
stock and do0 not pay sinking fund. Since
last night I have analysed the matter as far
as I could]. I have figures to place before
the Minister in the hope that in his reply
he will give due consideration to the state-
ments made by Mr. Sanderson. I could have
listened f or a couple of hours last night
to Mr. Sanderson if he had been good enough
to continue. As he said, he only touched
the fringe of the subject and if m'ore time
had been at his disposal, he might have gone
deeply into it. He is certainly an exponent
on this particular'question. The sinking fund
only applies to inscribed stock. I have often
found fault with the Labour Party and their
administration, but I now find from the fig-
ures that the Labour Party were ap-
parently a little more lonest in their admin-
istration than the present Government have
been. In 1911 the debentures issued
amounted to £,396,800 and in 1916, when the
Labour Party went out of office, the deben-
hires amounted to £359,300, the amount paid
off being £37,500. Treasury bills or bonds
issued in 1911, when the Labour Party came
into office, amounted to £711,000, and when
they went out in 1916 had increased to
E4,682,625, this being an increase for that
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period of £3,971,625. This shows that the
administration of the Labour Party, so far
as the finances were concerned, cannot be
taken great exception to when compared with
the iresemit Government's administration.
The inscribed stock in 1911 amounted to
£Z22,596,133 and in 1916 to £34,097,751,
showing that the Labour Governnment added
to the inscribedl stonk by £12,503,000. Dur-
ing the five years uinder review we dlid not
lmy any sinking fund on the amount of
X£5,041,000, represented by debentures and
Tieasurv bonds, while we paid on inscribed
stork amounting to E34,097,000. Most of
these loans were running for over three
years, therefore there ought to have been
more set aside for the purpose of paying
sinking fund during that period.

The 'Minister for Education: You know
tio circumstances under whichs the Govern-
mecat had to borrowv through the Common-
wealth.

Hon. J. EWING: I am referring to the
five years preceding the time when the
Labour Government went out of office. If
my knowledge on the question is not sound
the Leader of the House can give us a
clear exposition of the case when he replies.
Between 1916 and 1921, the debentures were
added to by £1,404,000, the additional Trea-
sur v bills amounted to £6,463,000, ad
inscribed stock "-as only added to by
f.1,268,000. Duming that period we were only
paying sinking fund o" £1,268,000, for that
amount only had been added to the inscribed
stock. Hon. members know that when money
has been borrowed provision has to be made
for its repaynment. When the Treasury bonds
amid debentures become due it will be neces-
sary for the Government to meet them. The
Minister tells us that we do not pay sinking
fund until after three years. 'Many of the
Treasury bills and bonds have been running
for over three years, and have to be con-
verted into inscribed stock before they can
blear the one per cent, charge. When they
are converted I suppose we will go on bor-
rowing in the ordinary way.

The Minister for Education: They will
only bear one-half per cent.

Heon. J1. EWING: Has the amunt been
cut dlown ? At one half per cent, it will
mean a further burden 'on the people of
%\stcrn Australia of something like £63,000,
for at one per cent, it would be £130,000.
Homi. members will now have some idea
of the position, which I hope wsill be eluci-
dated later on by the Leader of the House.
Front 1911 to 1920 wye increased the burden
on the people to the extent of £520 per head
oii the population. In 1911 the debt was £73
ler hied of the population, whereas it is now
£125 per head. Naturally we must admnit
that we were passing throuigh troublous
times which necessitated large borrowings
and] thus the public debt was considerably
increased]. On the other hand we find from
the latest census there has only been an iu-

crease compared with the population of the
St;ate in 1911, of 37,500 souls, which practi-
cally represents the excess of births over
dieaths. That fact came as a surprise to me.
An analysis of the figures I have quoted
shows that our borrowing hs. not increased
our population, anti the burden per head has
been increased. During the fi rst five
years tinder review the Scaddan Govern.
inent borrowed 151,4. million pounds. It
has been said that amount of money was ex-
pended in improper directions. We have to
he fair in these matters. In politics, the Op-
position may endeavour to secure advantages
over the Ministry or Ministerial supporters.
That is no reason, however, why we should
not be fair in dealing with so important a
question. It hase to be admitted that in 1914
we had a very serious drought in Western
Australia. A large amount of money whi~h
was borrowed by the Labour Government was
expended in the shape of relief to the farmers
and that accounts for the noin-reproductive
application of a great deal of the money bor-
rowed during that period. The farmers have
not been able to repay the whole of that
money and it has not, in consequence, re-
turned interest or sinking fund. I want
to support 'Mr. Mills in his contention that
during the period of five years from 1911
to 1916, owing to the Labour Government
introducing the State trading concerns, our
position has been made much worse. It
is largely on account of those trading
concern., that we are in our present difficulties.
I want to show that the whole of that liSV!
million pounds was not badly expended. The
Labour Government had to contend with
great difficulties and so had the succeeding
Governments. The Government in power
during the succeeding five years spent over
10 millions, making 25% million pounds bor-
rowed and spent during that period of 10
years.

Eon. JT. Cornell: You are not accounting
for the deficit.

Hon. J. EWING: We would expect when
money is borrowed to such a large ex-
tant that it would he spent on reproductive
works as far as possible. We have to realise
too that the Labour Government had to
spend a considerable amount of that money
in constructing a large number of railways
which are lion-paying still. Those railways
were constructed in the agricultural districts.
Although those railways have not paid in-
terest and sinking fund they have resulted
in a large number of people settling on the
land, people who would not otherwise have
gone there. I hope we will live long enough
to see the money' spent on those railways re-
turned to the State and] the policy fully
justified. During the time the 10 million
pounds w-as being spent, it is commnon
knowledge that the war was proceeding
and the Government of the day were
called npen to (10 many thingst whit-h they
would] not otherwise have had to do. Money
haes been spent on soldier settlement and out
of the 10 millions T suppose quite 3 umillions or
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4 millions have been spent ina that direction.
We all agree that it was the duty of the
State to do that for the soldiers who fought
for us. We trust that that mioney will be
returned in the shape of interest anid sinking
fund. .I do not want to labour this question,
but I wish to give amy earnest support to
Mr. MiNfles and other members who have
voiced their opinions regarding the State
trading concerns. Onl every possible occasion
when I haive spoken in this Chanmber and
have had an opportuaity Of referring to
these tradling concerns I have expressed my
firmn convietion of what I believe to be right
and what 1. believe three-fourtlwp of the
people of Western Ausitralia believe is right,
namely, that these trading conernis should
sever have been initiated and that we should
not he in our present parlous condition it
they had never been started. The Govern-
meat who were returned to power because
of their opposition to the State trading con-
cerns, instead of selling them or making ar-
rangemients to dispos-, of them, actually con-
tinned their operations and increased then,
despite the fact that tve are losing money on
then] every day. So far from disposing ot
them, they are building them up. took at the
SlIate TIplement Works, the purchase of the
hewers' concession anti the purchase of the
timber yard in Perth. All of these are in
competition with private individuals or eoia-
panics who have invested money in Western
Australia and who have expected a fair
deal. I know most of these particular trad-
ing conicerns and T cannot see that the con-
ditions are any better to-day, than if they
had not been started. I do not think the
conditions of employment are asy better
at the State Samils than they are at Mil-
lars. The price of timiber is not lower be-
cause of the establishment of the State Saw-
mills. One has only to ask any memnber who
represents the fruit-growing areas if they
can get cheaper fruit eases from the State
Sawmills than from Millars to find that it is
impossible to do so.

Hon. V. Haniersley: The State Sawmills
have Joined the timber comnbine.

Hon. S1. EWING: That may he so. How-
ever, T will deal later on with the statement
made by the Minister for Railways last night
regarding Collie coal. It has vexed me very
considerably. It is on a par with the state-
nient made by the Premier that the State
trading concerns showed a profit of £7,734
dornor the last financial year. I will not con-
tend that I know as much about these mnatters.
as the Premier. I know that he has access to
records and has officers at his disp~osal, who
can place the necessarj information before
him.

The Minister for Education: The amnount
of £7,784 is merely cash trnsferred from
the State trading account to revenue and
has nothing whatever to do with the proft
or loss on the State trading concerns last
year.

Ron. G. W. MKiles: It was not put that
way by the Premier.

Hon. J1. EWING NYo, the Premier never
said that; it was not placed in that way Ile-
fore members in another place.

The 'Minister for Edneation: That mioney
represented the profits front two. of the State
trading concerns which profits were tranls-
ferred to revenue.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Premier did not
say what the loss was onl the others.

Ron. JI. EING. I intend to dleal with
this matter as it appeals to me. The
Minister will probably deal with it as it ap-
peals to him. When he does so, I hope he
wvill deal with the position clearly and
lucidly so far as the whole of the State trad-
ing concerns are affected. What we really
want is a thorough investigation regarding
the State trailing concerns from their inicep-
tion. I am not an acconuntant or a trained
business man, but [1 know whien one set of
figures is less or greater than nother and
hkow to apply that knowledge. I guarantee
that there is no mn in tihk State who has
gone thoroughly into this question. Take the
question of the actuial capital invested. I
do not know what noney is invested. The
Premier has said that it represents two mil-
lions. That is a bald statement. We have
to take the Premiier's statemaent and lie cer-
tainly would not make such an assertion
unless he were thoroughly satis;fied that lie
wats correct. WeJ want a plainl statempnt of
what mioney is invested1. I wonld like to
ask the Government to take this natter into
consideration, but, of course, the Govern-
meat do not do what we want onl nil occa-
siona, becausie thty say it involve,, expendi-
ture end I am afraid, in addition, it does not
suit themn. What I would like the Govern-
meat to do, however, wonid be to engage a
.first class accountant, who is not a civil ser-
vant, and allow hint to thoroughly investi-
gate this question and report to the public.
I do not ask for a Royal Conmnission or
any such expensive procedure, but I think
that if a trained accountant n-ere to go
with this matter, the figures placed before
the people would astound them.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear.
Hon. J. EW[NG: We0 will liever get any

such clear statement when we have people in-
terested in keeping their jobs in connection
with the State trading concerns. 1 do0 not
want to east any aspersions onl offiils, but
the information they glve is not put in the
clearest way. I do not want a state meat
affecting only one or two concerns, but I
want a thorough investigation into tile whale
of them showing n-lit is the actual Capital
invested, what interest is involved, the sink-
ing fund, and what dlepreciation has been
allowed during the whole of that period. As
it appeals to mne, thle Premnier has simply Said
that th~re is a profit of £E7,74.

The 'Minister for EducAtion: That is not
SO. Tint is a profit transferred under the
State Trading Concerns Act and] has no re-
ference whatever to the profit and loss on the
whole of the State trading concerns.
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Hou. J. EWING: That is not what we
inferred from the statement of the Premier.
However I accept the Minister's statement,
as it probably strengthens my point of
view. I do not think there is any profit.
I want to know what is the position regard-
ing the whole of the State trading concerns.

The Minister for Education: The amount
you have just referred to was transferred
from the State ferries and the State hotels in
sccordance with the Act.

Ron. J. EWING: What about the others?
The Mlinister for 'Education: The state-

ment by the Premier was purely from the
revenue point of view, and had nothing to do
with the State trading concerns generally.

Hon. J. EWING: in reply to an interjec-
tion by Mr. Angwin when he asked whether
the Premier's statement was a clear one and
-included interest and sinking fund, the Pre-
mier said that it included everything, but
that the fullanount of depreciation bad not
been charged. If that is a profit and no
charge has been made for depreciation, what
is the position? If we have only £500,000,
taking a quarter of the two million pounds
invested, the depreciation at one per cent.
would represent £12,500. If that is so, what
becomes of the profit of £:7,784?

The Minister for Education: I cain assure
hion. members that those figures have no re-
ference to the whole of the State trading
concerns, and that for two of those trading
concerns we have not had balance sheets for
last year.

Hon. J. EWING: I thank the Minister for
that statement. I think that everyone under-
stood from the Premier that there had been
a profit onl the State trading concerns to the
extent of £7,784, but the Lender of the House
now assures me that it was not so.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That is the profit on
two of the trading concerns.

lion. J. EWING: I sin not dealing with
only twoe trading concerns, but with the whole
questioa. Is there a profit or loss on the
whole of those State trading concerns? Had
the Premier said that the figures he quoted
represented the profit on two or three only of
the trading concerns, I would have been satis-
fled.

The 'Minister for Education: He was deal-
ing with the revenue account.

Rion. J. EWING: WVell, I will leave that
matter alone for the time being.

lion. 0. W. Miles: -The Premier said hewanted to make it clear that there was no
loss on the State trading concerns.

Ioan. J. EWING: That is the inference .I
drew from the remarks. I understood
that the hon1. member mentioned this £7,000
odd, and therefore was under the same im-
pression as I was. The inference was that
we had manle money out of the State trading
concerns las9t year. If we take the ''Statisti-
cal Register,'' however, and analyse the fig-
ures given there, we will find how alarming
the prospect really is. I take the figures

there as being an ordinary trading account
showing so much debit and so much credit.
They have expended so much and received so
much. Curiously enough, it is all on the debit
side, and there is no credit at all. The brick-
works show a debit of £750, ferries £665,
hotels £3,258, implement works £68,152, Eoya
quarries £617, sawmills £.19,590, shipping.
£120,453, and Wyndham M1eat Works £152,-
775, a total of £366,268. That is a clear
trading account. What the Government have
to prove is that they hlave stocks on hand of
the value of £366,268. Now have they? If
they have not got stocks to the value of
£366,000, then on their own showing there
is a loss. 'I have not been able to find any
statement giving particulars of the stock
in hand with regard to the State sawmills.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Or the implement works.
lion. 5. EWING: The implement works

have stock in hland to the value of E70,000& or
£C80,000, but I would remind members that
f;100,000 or £120,000 has been cut off the cap-
ital of the State implement works, and in-
stead of the works being capitalised at £:150,-
000 they are capitalised at £50,000. We are
paying interest on the £150,000, anad yet the
works are paying interest on only the lower
amountI and thereby are able to show very
different results from what are actually being
attained.

leoa. G. W. Miles: What about their work-
ing capital?

Rion. J. EWING: That is what we
cannot get at. I do not suppose the
State steamship service has any stock
on hand, or that any other of these
trading concerns have any stock on hand
with the exception of the Wyvndham
Meat Works which may be holding con-
siderable stocks. If that would wipe
out the whole of the £366,000 to which I
have referred, all I can say is that it is bad
business. Here we have at Wyndham a
huge plant which is gradually deteriorating.
I ami very sorry for the position in which
the Government find themselves because
the difficulties are not of their own making.
These works have been built up and up
until they have reached the enormous
capital expenditure of £700,000 to £800,000.
On every occasion when the Minister speaks
he tells us that the capital expenditure is
not1 finished yet and that the Government
want another £120,000 or £200,000 in order
to provide adequate storage accommodation.
This will bring the capital cost of the
works up to about a million of money. I
do not suggest that we should harass the
Government, but I want members to insist
upon there being no misapprehension as to
the position. I certainly desire that there
should be no misapprehension as to my
attitude towards the State trading con-
cerns. At the Wyndham Meat Works we
have an enormous stock I-ring idle,
machinery depreciating in value. Members
familiar with the North-West know what
this means in that part of the State. On
the sea coast, the depreciation in con-
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nection with the machinery would be simply
enormous. No doubt the depreciation there
would be equal to 10 or 15 per cent. If
the works remain idle during the next two
or three years, we shall lose an enormous
amount of money.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: Why should deprecia-
tion be higher there than down here?

Hon. J. EWING: Of course it must be,

seeing that the works are located on the
sa, coast. In an ordinary balancee sheet

5 per cent., 6 per cent., or even 10 per cent.
is allowed for depreciation, and surely
when this amount is allowed on ordinary
plant, my estimate for these works in the
North-West is well within the mark. It is
up to the Government to do something.
What, I ask, are they going to do? If the
Minister found himself in the samne position
in his private life, what would he do? He
would either have to go bankrupt or get
rid of these trading concerns.

The Minister for .Education :Private
works all over Australia are in the same
position.

Hon. J. EWING: The Premier has said
that the Government cannot sell these
trading concerns. If the Government dis-
played any energy and determination they
would be able to find someone who would
sell these trading concerns for them. The
Government would only need to advertise
them for sale or offer some energetic person
a decent commission to negotiate their sale
and I am satisfied that they could be sold.*I hope that after what has been said in thi's
House, the Government will realise that the
best policy they can adopt to-day is to
advertise these trading concerns for sale
and do away with them. I desire to con-
gratulate the Couetry Party. I am not a
member of the party though I represent a
country province, and I claim to he as good
as a Country Party man. The Leader of
the House, too, represents a country dis-
trict and be is still a member of the old
Liberal Party or the National Party, what-
ever it is called. The Country Party Were
always opposed to State trading concerns,
but they made one exception. 'Mr. Willmott
pointed out this fact in the course of bis
election campaign. He stated that the Coun-
try Party were in favour of closing down all
these trailing concerns except the State Im-
plement Works.

Hon. A. Sanderson: It is quite character-
istic of them.

Hon. J. EWING: That undoubtedly was
the position taken up by the Country Party.
Mr. Willmott did not approve of that sort
of thing and lbe said so clearly and dis-
tinctly. I congratulate the Country Party,
however, on having receded from that posi-
tion. They say now that if the Govern-
ment are going to sell any of these trading
concerns let them sell all of them. That is
the attitude adopted by the Country Party
to-day.

The Minister for Education: The Primary
Producers' conference said that each under-
taking must stand on its merits.

Hon. J. EWING: if that is so, then I
cannot congratulate the Country Party. I
was certainly of a different opinion.

Hon.' F. E. S. Willmott: You are thinking
of what the President of the conference,
Mr. Monger, said.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Monger is a level-
headed man who knows what he is talking
about and he knows that these trading con-
cerns must be disposed of. He also knows
that it is impossible for the Government to
differentiate between these trading con-
cerns. However, I do not wish to refer to
Mr. Monger, though I appreciate very
much the work he has done for Western
Australia. This question was discussed by
the Primary Producers' Conference and I
was under the impression the conference
had decided that all these trading concerns
should be disposed of. If that was not so,
then I must withdraw the congratulations
I previously offered to the Country Party.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott, The President
distinctly said so.

Hon. J1. EWING: Though in this Chamber
the President's word is law, the same thing
does not apply to the Primary Producers'
Conference. I congratulate Mr. Miles and
also those who have supported him on
having put up such a splendid fight. I
hope the Country Party will Eind that they
cannot expect to retain the State Imple-
ment Works if they are determined to get
rid of the other trading concerns. It must
be realised that this differentiation cannot
take place.

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: Let them lease the
implement works to the farmers if they
want them.

Hon. J. EWING: Certainly. I now wish-
to refer to a few matters which have
attracted my attention. The greatest public
utility we hare to-day is the railway sys-
tern, and I understand that this mouth will
be the worst month the railways have ever
experienced. If this is so, I feel very sorry
for Western Australia. The railways are
certainly in a bad way. They have an in-
terest hill of £716,000 to pay, and during
last year they showed a deficit of £418,000.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is a very light
deficit compared with the deficits in other
States.

Hon. 3. EWING: The other States do not-
appeal to Rie at all, We in Western Austra-
lia have a duty to perform and let us perform
it. Do not let us think of the Commonwealth-
or of any other State. Let us mark out a-
policy for ourselves and then pursue it, pro-
vided we consider it to be the right policy,
irrespective of what other States may be
doing. It has been said that the tonnage car-
ried by the railways decreased by 9,000 tons
and the passengers carried were less by
678,600, and that at the samne time there has
been an increase in the staff of the Railway
Department of 524 persons. I do not think
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there is much in the argumient except insofar
as the increased staff is conceraed. The rail-
ways experienced a few weeks of ilenes
iduring the last financial year.

Iton. A. H. Panton: Fourteen days.
Hon. J1. EWING: It is possible to lose a

Jot of traffic in 14 days. However, the Inl-
crease in the number of employees is a point
that calls for explanation. The ('ountry
Party fought the proposed increase in railway
freights tooth alid nail but they have not
succee-ded in moving the Government one iota.
Onl this quertion the Government remain ada-
mant. They say they are going to continue
these heavy freights irrespective of what the
Countr 'y Party do.

H~on. A. 11. Panton: What about the
freights on fertilisersi

Hon. J1. EWINXG: It has been pointed out
time after time that great value accrues, to
thme State as a result of carrying fertilisers
at low rates because greater production and
therefore greater traffic is the result.

Hon. A. H1. Panton: The more wheat pro-
duced the bigger time los s on the railways.

Hon. J1. EWIN G: I have a policy of my
own to suggest. There is considerable coat-
petition between the railway service and motor
lorry traffic between Perth anti Frenmaintle as
a result of which the railways are not getting
the traffic they used to get. Further, people
are trying to avoid the paynment of heavy fares
by taking up their residence nearer to the
city. The heavy fares at present charged
are a consideration to working people. These
are two results of thme policy' of the Railway
Department in increasing freights and] fares.
The policy adopted by' the Railway Depart-
mnent is one of merely following the line of
least resistance. It is a policy easy, to carry
out. The Railway Department, however, is
still losing revenue and we are confronted
with this position, that the department is go-
ing to raise the freights on agricuIlurl pro-
duce, timber and other lines -unless the traffic
improves: very mnuch, and raise them to such
an extent that the industries in a large nuni-
ber of our country districts will he annihmil-
ated.

Hon. J1. WV. Kirwan: That is not what the
Minister for 'Railways states.

lion. J,. EWING: 1 am11 not at one with
the Minister for Railways onl a good manny
points. I. am satisfied that he is quite wrong
in his statement as pablished in the Press
this morning. There is no doubt that these
very high railway freights are doing grepat
injury to our primiarv prodluction, 'Members
know that the inan situated a couple of bull-
ulrcd miles from Perth cannot now get. his
urodiace to niarket and make the business

Tsay. The resul1t of these high railway
freihmt- is to increase the cost of living. The
railwAys should reduce the freights and] carry
prodluce at a reasonable p)rice and then thle
cost of living also would come down. I
noticed last night with the very greatest re-
rcret a remark made in another place by the
Minister for Railways.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. ineier is
not in order in alluding to the debates of the
current session in another place. There is a
growing tendency i that direction.

Hon. J. EWING: -Have I the right to refer
to the Minister for Railwfivs?

Hanm G. W. MIiles: Refer to his statement
as published in this morning 's paper.

The PRESIDENT:- The hon. member may
refer to the Minister for Railways.

Lion. J1. EWING: I saw in this morning's
newspaper the following remarks attribouted
to the Minister for Railways, who otherwise
lies shown himself m~ost sympathetic towards
the Collie coal mining industry, andl has en-
deavoured to help) it in every ' possible way
by providing wagons, and so forth-

The PRESIDE NT: I should adv ise the
hon. member not to be too accurate or too
definite as to the tzouirce of the statement
he is about to quote.

Hon. J. EWING: Very well, 'Mr. President.
The 'Minister is reported as having stated
that, in order to benefit local production,
Collie coal was used by the Railway Dl'part-
inent where £E12,500 yearly could he savel
by the use of Newcastle coal. Those are
very serious words, which may do a great
deal of injury to our coal industry, and may
prevent people from developing other coal
amines in this State. A bald statement like
that, puit forward without any extenuating
circu msta nces or explanation, must prove
harmnful. I have known (Collie for 20 Years,
and T know the difficulty that fiel bas had
with the Railway Departmnent. I thought
that was all over: Rut when the deparltmenit
imagine they couild use Newcastle coal to
greater advantage than thev lot-al fuel,
they represent this to the Minister, and
the Mfinister states it publicly '. I want
to know frot the "Minister how those
figures were arrived at. If it is costing mnore
to use Collie coal in the outlying portions of
W1estern Australia than to use Newcastle
coal there-, that circuuwstnne(e is absoluitely
due to the action of the Government them-
selves in increasing railway freights. They
have to debit themselves with those railway
freights,; they cannot get out or doing that.
I hope the 'Minister will be good enough to
state exactly how his figures have h)eeil ar-
rived at, how much freight is involved in
them, and so forth. I am not going
to accept the statement as it has been
baldly given. I amn satisfied that any-
body connected with thle Collie coal in-
dustry can demonstrate that it doces not pay
the Government to use one ounce of 'New-
castle coal on any portion of the railway sys-
temi of Western Aust-alia. Y, tlmrefon', take
the strongest exception to the .Minister', bald
statement. Having a aotice of motion with
reference to electric-ity on the Notice Pa per,
I am not going to touch upon that :suliet,
except to say that the, Tramway Th'partment
have this year lost V10,00, notwithstanding
the puttinlg up1 of fan'sx, and that tin-v
lost that money by reas;on of the netian of
the Government th-mselveq; in lrflttiii, Ill
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the freight on coal to such an extent that it
is costing the Government 1.24d. to supply
a unit of electricity to the Tramway Depart-
went. They have been obliged to put up
their charge for electricity to that figure in
order to make any showing at all after de-
biting themselves with the present high
freights on Collie coal. I really do not know
what the Government cant be thinking.
about. Ever since I have been a public man,
my policy has been, and is to-daqy, to give
the people the advantage of the Railway De-
partmient throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia. I do not think the
railways should be called upon to pay really
ainy interest at all. I have already stated
that the interest charge on our railways
Pniounts to £710,000, which seems a large
sumn of money to forego altogether. But the
members of the Country Party, who havtie
taken a special interest in this matter, will,
if they go into it further, find that direct
taxation would be much more advantageous
to themi, with freightat reduced to a minimum,
than paying the interest onl railway loans in
the shape of the present high freighits.

Hon. ff. Stewart: In 1913 the railways
made a profit after paying interest and sink-
ing fund.

Hon. J1. EWVING: That was before the
war. Indeed, I believe that in one year the
departmient miade a profit of £268,000; but
that was long before the troubles4 anad ad-
versities which now beset us. The course
which I suggest affords, in my opinion, the
best and speediest means of successfully de-
veloping out territory. If the farmier has his
]and tax doubled, he will not objiect provided
hie is getting his produce carried to market
at minimum freights. That method would
save him hundreds of pounds. As for the
people of the cities and townas, they are
practically dependent on the country, and
they should not mnind paying a little to as-
sist the development of our lands.

Hon. P. E. S. Willmott: They have a
nxasty hiabit of passing it back.

Hont. .. EWING: At all events, that is
a policy which will enable us to get our primt-
ary industries going and enable as to export.
Mr. Lynn, who hans just entered the Chain-
her, will back me up when I say that unless
railway freights are reduced, we shall not
have any success in 'Weatern Australia. I
have the greatest sympathy for lion, memn-
bers who represent the goldfields. I know
those hion. ienibers will be with me in the
endeavour to secure reduction of railway
freights. Ever since I have been in this
House there has been one cry from the gold]-
fields members against the impositions in the
shape of freights placed upon the residents
of the goldfields. Of course we know that
the goldields made the State of Western
Australia. Long before we had a policy of
land settlement, the goldfields started every-
thing going. Nobody ever forgets that. No
Government ever forgets it, or will ever be
allowed to forget it. But it seems to me
that Western Australia has not been very

libteral to thre goldfields in the matter of rail-
way freights. If the Government will take
.heed of what is said, it is my earnmest desire
to point out that a policy of cheap railway
freights, and meeting any deficiency by direct
taxation, will give the goldfields thme relief
they need. Mr, Harris will have something
to talk about if he can go to his constituents
and. tell them that there is a possibility of
getting their railway freights reduced by
half. People will be far better pleased to
pay something in direct taxation than to go
on paying the enormous railway freights
they have to bear at the present time. I was
pleased to learn from the Governor's Speech
that a great deal is being done on the gold-
fields to assist prospecting, that the 'Minister
for Miaes has been so energetic as to assist
the industryr by starting out 70 or 80 pros-
pecting parties. I do not know whether any
good has resulted yet, but I hope there will
be sonic tangible outcome from the expendi-
ture of the money. Although things
look rather flat on our goldfields just
now, we must remember that at any
moment the stroke of a pick may bring
fortune to a prospector and a new gold-
field to this State. That is the great thing.
I consider that the man who goes out pros-
pecting for gold or tin or coal is absolutely
living the life. He thinks, "'Although I am
broke to-day, to-morrow T may be wealthy."
That is the spirit which keeps these men
going; and if they have that spirit, let us
hielp them. I offer my congratulations to the
Government on the assistance they have
given to prospecting. It is wonderful to see
how old prospectors stick to the game. Once
in it, they would rather die looking for an
ounce of gold than live in luxury in Perth.
Take the position which arose thme other day
in connection with the ore development-
telluride Y think it was-in the Lake View
mine. I believe that certain people wished
to take the mine over and fid the neces-
sary capital to work it. The existing
law, however, prevents thenm from doing so
immediately. I am glad the Government are
about to amend that law, so that people will
be able to invest their money in propositions
of this kind without being robbed through the
medium of taxation. Reverting to the coal
industry, let me say that my colleague, Mr.
Rose, when spesking the other evening, put
the, position very clearly; and I am sure the
Collie people are very grateful to the lion.
uiembet for bringing the facts under the
notice of the Government. -Mr. Rose specially
mentioned that the Railway Department can
effect great cononies in connection withl the
Collie station. I suppose the trade of that
town is second to none outside Perth to-day.
It is an enormous trade. It includes not only
coal, but also timber and wheat. Mr. Rose
said that as regards the Collie railway yard the
department could obtain a better grade and
more conveniences for weighing coal and so
on. The present practice of the department
is to convey the coal five mniles from one mine
to weigh it, and then to bring it back again
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five miles-at what cost? By a little cagital
expenditure they would be able to improve
the position, and reduce the cost very consid-
erahly. I am grateful to tihe Minister for
Railways for his promise to go diefinitely
into the question of bins. Before he decides
on what hie does, however, I want him to
thoroughly understand the position. It is not
a good thing to have Collie coal lying too
long in bins. Bins may answer at Frenmantle,
but may not at Bunbury, where there should
be 6-ton hopper wagons and a crane
with about a 12-ton lift. I now desire to
refer to a place which I had the honour of
representing many years ago in another
Chambcr-nanely, Greenhushes. I visited
Greenbushes lately, and there came back to
my recollection the marvellous activity which
used to prevail there, and the splendid men
who formerly worked on the field. You, Mr.
President, may have visited the old tin fields.
Many of the old tin miners are still there,
but for some years, I regret to say, they have
not been doing too well. The member for
Nelson (Mfr. J. H.L Smith) pointed out the,
other day that 400 tons per annum of alluvial
tin-

The PRESIDENXT: Is the hion. member
again referring to the debates in another
place of the current session!

Hon- J. EWINGT: No, Sir. This is a state-
mient the member for Nelson made to me in
conversation-that for a period of 20 years
400 tons of alluvial tin had been sent out
of Crreenhnshes annually. At any rate that
is not being done now and there is no pros-
perity there. The people in that district are
anxious that a bore should be seat there to
test the country. We have the Collie coatfield
in ful work and the Government are boring
all over the State in the hope of finding
additional coalfields, but we have no
other tinfield cxm!pt at Pilbara, and
it would be a, fair thing to put down
a bore at Greenbushes to see whether
or not lodes exist there. I hope the
Mfinister will give consideration to the sug-
gestion. I coagratulate the Premier on what
he has done in connection with the work of
settling soldiers on the land. I do not think
there is a man in the State who is not pleased
-with what has been done in this direction.
The Premier may not be regarded as being
particularly keen so far as other industries
are concerned, and on some occasions I have
been compelled to take exception to what he
has done, but there is no doubting his faith
in the question of the settlement of the land,
and we are fortunate in having Sir James
Mitchell at the helm to-day, because under his
guidance the lands of the State are going to
be put to valuable use, and it is to the land
that we must look to get us out of our trou-
bles. The Premier is a man with a big heart
and I hope every lion, member will give him
the encouragement to which bhe is entitled in
connection with this policy which he has so
much at heart. In the* South-West many
soldiers have been settled on repurchased es-
tates anti most of them are doing well, I am

convinced that there will be very few fail-
ures. The Premier, however, is going beyond
that; hie is going in for group settlements
whielh is the only effective way of peopling
the heavily timbered lands and bringing them
under cultivation.

Hlon. E. H. Harris: Group settlements have
been a failure in Victoria.

lon. S. EWING: At any rate this is the
only wvay in which we can settle heavily tim-
bered country. I shall criticise the Premier
every time I think he is wrong, but I do not
think my criticism will be necessary so far as
land settlement is concerned. I think the
Premier knows far more about it than any
mnan in Western Australia to-day. A gret
deal has been said about the unimproved
lands of the State, and in this direction the
Government will bare to be forced into taking
action. In the south-western part of the
State we have large areas of unimproved
lands. Especially is this the case in and
around Pinjarra. There are opportunities
there which exist in very few places. There
is the Murray River available and the pos-
sibility of irrigation is very big, in addition
to which the land is rich. There are large
estates in that district, some of which are
unimproved, and the Government should not
fail to secure. possession of them.

Ron. G. W. Miles: Or tax them.
Eon. J, EWING: We find the newspapers

urging the Government to take action in con-
nection. with these unimproved lands. Even
those papers which are supporting the G.ov-
ermnent are insisting that the. Government
should lose no time in taking steps to bring
these lands into cultivation. Moreover, I
have heard utterances in this House and out-
side as weUl in a similar strain, and it seems
to be clear that the Government will have
to look into the position. When it is pro-
posed to take action I trust that the position
of the old settlers will be considered. There
are people in Western Australia to-day who
say "Tax the land; tax these people out of
existence. "

Hon. J. Cornell: Force them to use it.*
Hon. .1. EWING: I realise that many of

these old settlers have done wonderful work
in the State, and they should be considered
before anything in the shape of heavy taxa-
tion is. thought of. The Government, in my
opinion, should consult these people and ascer-
tain what they require. It may be said that
the owners of these properties may advance
the price of the land. .My opinion is that they
will not do such a thing. The Government
should appoint someone who understands thig
value of these properties, and in that way
arrive at what is a reasonable and fair price.
If an agreement cannot be arrived at by
this method, I say without hesitation that
the land should be taxed or acquired.
The time to take action is opportune, seeing
that we still have so many soldiers for whom
we require agricultural land. Immigrants
must also be considered, and if we can secure
these old estates and place them at the dis-
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posal of new settlers, it will not be long be-
fore there is prosperity throughout the length
and breadth of the State.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Resume the
land and appoint an arbitrator to determine
the value.

Hon. J. EWING: I would not do that. I
consider that the fairest way would be to ap-
proach the owners and first see whether they
are reasonable people. If they prove them-
selves unreasonable, then the Government can
deal with them. I an with the Premier in his
policy of opening up the country south of
B3ridgetown. Some people declare that we
should not spend any more money in building
railways. But let mnc urge that the construc-
tion of railways such as those proposed from
Big Brook to Denmark, and also from Bridge-
town to Mount Barker, will be the means of
providing enough timber traffic which will be
more than sufficient to pay for the cost of
construction.

Hon, C2. F. Baxter: The timber traffic on
the Preston line has proved very profitable.

Hon. J. EWING: The argument was used
in connection with that line, that it would
not pay, but it has paid over and over again.
The timber traffic is responsible for that.
Sir Newton Moore contended that the timber
along the route would pay for the construe-
tioa of the line, and his belief proved to be
correct. Not only had that railway paid, but
it has been the means of bringing aout
successful settlement along the Preston Val-
ley.

Hon. P. E. S. Willmott: The southern lnes,
in spite of the heavy grades, are paying bet-
ter than the other lines in the State to-day.

Hon. J. E%%ING: At any rate I have
quoted a concrete case, where the timber is
paying for the line and where the construc-
tion of that line tias been more than justified.
The same thing will apply to the other two
lines I have mentioned. At the South-West
agricultural conferences which have been held
each year, Mr. Money, the member for Bun-
bury, has advocated in connection with the
construction of roads that assistance should
be given by the Railway Department towards
this end. Mr. Money has advocated that the
Railw-ay Department should get into touch
with thie roads boards and supply the neces-
sary material at cost price. The Government
should realise that it is very important that

-a step in this direction should be taken. With
regard~to the ports of the State, I would like
to say a fewv words. The ports of the North
and that at Albany can be looked after by
the members interested; I desire to say some
thing about the ports of Bunbury and Bussel-
to,,. At various times the Government have
spent a good deal of money on the Bussel-
ton jetty, and in recent years they have
placed a sum of money on the Estimates for
improvements to that jetty. The money,
however, was never spent. I urge on the
Leader of the House to bring under the notice
of the Minister in charge of jetties the im-
portance of giving this question attention.
A sum of money, r think it was £50,000,

was voted for the lengthening and widening
of that jetty. There is a considerable
traffic in timber there. I aol Dot ask-
ing for unwarranted expenditure; the
money has been voted, but I suppose it
has been appropriated for some other pur-
pose. I trust that when representations are
made some relief will be given in this direc-
tion, So far as the port of Bunbury is con-
cerned, I do not know what to think about it.
The intention was, when the breakwater wan
built, to erect wharves along it. The people
of flunbury, though they are not all engineers,
are people of commfon sense, and they would
not hear of this proposal. It is sufficient to
say that the intention was not carried into
effect. The Government have improved the
jetty, anid it is a very good structure so far
as it goes. That is to say, it mneets the needs
of the coal and the timber trades.

Hon. G. W. Miles : Wan the harbour
deepened?

Hon. J. EWING: What we require there
is a commodious harbour. I am not saying
that we require it any inorethan any other
port in the State. But it is important that
something should be done when we remem-
ber the great territory which will feed this
harbour. Unless accommodation is provided
there, the trade will have to go to Fre-
mantle and people cannot afford to pay the
freights which the additional distance will
involve. Resides, that is a wrong policy.
Every port should have its geographical
trade. The Minister in charge of harbour
construction should have these facts clearly
brought under his notice. Another matter
that should be emphasised is the enormous
silting which has been taking place in that
harbour. Those places where, a couple of
years ago, one could bathe, are now covered
with sand. Some time ago a dredge, which
was kept employed at Runbury, was taken
away and the result was that silting went
on at an alarming rate. Now the dredge
is back again and is employed near the
wharves. But all the time the silting is
taking place around the breakwater. It is
imperative that something should be done
at the harbour without crelay, so that steps
might be taken to carry out the intention
to build silos and refrigerating works and
provide for cold storage and everything of
that kind. It may be said that the Gov-
ernment cannot afford to undertake this
expenditure, *hut every effort should be
made to overcome the difficulty. Before I
came to Western Australia I was associated
with places in New South 'Wales which
were not as big as Bunbury and which diif
not have anything like the same trade; and
which places, under the management of a
trust, collected their own dues and carried
out their own works very successfully. Wilt
the Government consider the advisability,
of forming a harbour trust at Bunburytr
The trust could carry out their own works,
borrow their own money, collect their own
revenue and, under a Minister, have charge
of all their own affairs. The money wouldC
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soon be forthcoming, and a commodious
harbour would be built at Bunhury without
delay. We are told that to develop the
South-West we must have drainage with
irrigation. That is a sine qua non. The
drainage, of course, can be carried out
'nithout great expense. We have in the
Collie River the most magnificent storage
fur wvater in Western Australia. It is said
by those who know that 40,000 million
gallons of water can be stored there, or
seven times as much as the, water in
Mundaring. I have seen the papers re-
lating to it, and I must admit they do not
say that. But certainly they hold out great
hopes of an enormous irrigation scheme
from that source. I ask the Government
is it not possible to go thoroughly into this
matter and see what the holding capacity
of the ground is and what the expense will
he? It would thea be determined whether
we can get this enormous quantity of water
with which to render fertile the magnifi-
cent land in the South-West. It is well
worth the attenrtion of the Government. I
know that the 'Minister for Works has al-
ready given some consideration to it. At anly
rate, if the Government can do something
in that direction I shall be very pleased
indeed. I cannot c onclude without a word
about our position under Federation. I1
feel distressed and anxious about our posi-
tion. When we see the enormous and wild
expenditure by the Commonwealth, the
huge departments they are building up and
the enormous salaries being paid, it is time
for us to -wonder where it is going to end.
Only the other clay Sir Denison Miller, pos-
sibly a capable nian, who has built up the
Commonwealth Bank, and who was receiving
£E2,000 a year on which he should be able to
live, was granted an increase of £500.

Hon. H. Stewart: 'No, that was only the
deputy governor of the bank.

Hon. J. EWING: At all events, this is
not the time. to enormously increase salaries
that are already large.

lHon. J. W. Kirwan: It is at question of
whether or not he is worth it.

lion. F. I,, S. Willniott: Do not make
any mistake; the governor of the bank re-
ceives over £5,000 per annum.

ion. J. EWING: I do not say the posi-
tion is not worth it, but whatever it is and
whoever the ujan may be, lie was given an
increase of £501). Certainly he should not
have got such a big increase A a time like
this. The true spirit of Federation was
simply that the Coinmnonwealt h should take
over Defenee, Quarantine, Post and Tele-
graphis, Customs. and a few other important
departmients. We would never have entered
Federation had1 ue been able to foresee the
result. The Commonwealth take from us
every possible avenue of taxation. It seems
t9 Ame the Position is bCom1ing in~tolerable.
They hardly leave us a feather to fly with.

The M,%inister for Education: They have
this year. a huge surplus to which, tinder
the Constitution, we are entitled.

lion, J. EWING: I was most seriously
opposed to the amalgamation of the State
and Federal Taxation Depnrtments. The
Premier says it will save the State £:20,000
icr annumn. I do nt think anybody knows
that. Our postioa is growing worse in con-
sequence of the Federal expenditure.

Hon. A. Sanderson: This Chamber passed
the Bill for the amnalgamnation.

lion. S. EWING: Ye%, andi thle hion. mem-
ber and I voted against it.
It is very seldom that a private miemiber can
influ0ence the G overniment.

Hon. R. .1. Lynn: Will you support a move-
mient for secession?

lionm. J. EWING: No, the hon. menmber
does not understand. Fancy a man in the
twvenitieth century talking about seceision l
1 ant not in favour of that, but I ant in fav-
our of putting tip a fight against the disad-
vantages under which we suffer to-dlay. The
'Minister for Education is with us. Hle is a
strong advocate of our rights ais against the
Coinmonwealth. I have heard it rumoured
in the street that the next move will be the
handing over of the Savings Bank to the
Commonwealth, so that the Commonwealth
ntay take all the money we have there and
use it in the extravagant way in which they
are Using other money to-day. We did not
know much about the amialgamiation of thme
Taxation Departments until the Bill
reached this House. Exactly the same thing
may happen in regard to the Savings Bank.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The only way out is
to move secession at the conference.

Hen. J. EWING: I ant hopeful that with
equal representation at the conferenee u-c
shall get a hearing. Judging by the way the
tariff is being steadily increased, it seems
likely that soon we shall have ]Io imports
whatever into Australia. I ag-ree with Mr.
Hamersley that the surplus water in the
Mundaring Weir should he utilised. for the
people of Perth and suburbs. Even tn-day
water there is running to waste by m lillions

ot gllos. t i al nosense to say that it
-anuot be utilised and supplied to Perth.
The position should be gone into very care-
fully in leeci before it is aereptel that this
cannot be dlone. I entirely agree with 'Mr.
Miles that the 0overnmenit shoumld erect a
fitting memorial to the late Lord Forrest. I
would lnt aslk thme people to sobsilmie to the
Cost Of that mon0umen1t. 1 would imake them
subscribe by taxation. It is only flttin~z that
the Giovernment shoull do something to -om-
mniorate the life and work of that great
eta tesnma nl.

lon. J1. CORNELL (South) [6i.10] : To
common with other membhers I vecry niuchI do-
plore the death of the Hion. B. M Clarke.
Hfe served his country well bath in a purblic
and a private capacity. When the Grim
Reaper called, Mr. Clarke was well oni in the
eveninig of his life. I regret very mnuch the
absence through ill health of my colleaguer,
Mr. Dodd. He told me that, if possible, lie
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would be here to-dlay. He is mnore anxious
about the business of Parliament than he is
about his own, health. However, that is a
natupral characteristic of the man. I asi sure
hon. umemibers will join with ate in wishing
hhu restoration to some semblance of his
foruier health, and that he nnay long continue
to grace this Chamber.

lIon. Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. J7. CORNELL: Since last I adldressed

the House it has been my- privilege to visit
an outpost of the British Emipire, namely the
Union of South Africa and Rhodesia. An out-
standing feature to the credit of South
Africa is that two races alniost constantly at
war for many years past, who speak diiffe rent
tongues, are now working together for the
benefit of their Union. A recent visitor from
South Africa said hie was astounded at
the progress and resources of Austra-
haq. I can reciprocate by saying that
before I went there' I was as ignorant
of South Afriecanl affairs as is the aver-
age South African of Australian affairs.
That is not in the best interests of the unity
of the British Empire. If there are any two
ontposts of Empire between which trade might
well be improvedi, those outposts are South
Africa and Australia, particularly Western
Australia. I congratulate lion. members on
having averted what might have proved a
calamnity. The ceiling of this Chamber was
ill a mnuchl more serious condition than was
believed. A niemmber of another place was
rude enough to say that it was shockingly un-
fortunate that the condition of the ceiling
should have been discovered. Be that is it
mnay, the discovery- was a tribute to the eagle
eve (if Mr. Duffehl, who first notiedu thte de-
fect. The result of the general eleetionis has
been the reinstatement of the Afitchell Ad-
ministration. Itt has been said that they were
lucky in getting back. The fact remains that
they are there by the will of a! majority of
thle people.

Siftiag suspctd'id from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hou. .1. CORNELL: I was referring to the
decision of the electors given last 'March
for the reinstatement of thne M2itchell Gov-
ernuient. At such a stage in the existence of
thme Governument,. the best method that can
h-k InirstierI by any member is, to the best
of his ability, to offer constructive and not
destructive criticism. As time goes on and
as age mellows, if -it - does not altogether
subuierge, my impetuosity, I am slowly but
surely learning that displays of destructive
criticism may be all very well from the point
of view of fireworks, but, as far as doing
any good to those whom we desire to serve is
concerned, they amount to very little, I at
all timies reserve to myself the right of pol-
itical independence, hut I will endeavour to
the best of my ability to assist the Govern-
ment to carry this State a little ''forrarder''
in the financial world, and int the other spheres
into which it may enter. I congratulate the
Leadler of the House, and through hint, the

Premier, upon the Government's renewal of
office. I join with other hon. members in
paying my tribute to the optimism of the
Premier respecting the State and the possi-
bilities of its development. Optimism with-
out imnaginationi, however, is not optintism at
all. The only direction in which I find fault
with the Premier is that lie lacks imagination.
Hie may be so circumstanced that he has all
the faculties of imagination, but has not
been able to impart them to others. He must
endeavour to inculcate into people that spirit
of optimismn which is so manifest in him.
Unless lie develops this necessary power of
imagiation he will fail to convey to others
that optimism with which lie is imblued. We
have seen lately the innovation of abolishing
Honorary M.Inirters. In another place this
event will not have so much effect upon Min-
isters. I must, however, extend to the Leader
of this House my sincere sympathy in the
work tlint he has been called upon to perform
in piloting through the ,Aonse the number
of Bills that conie before it.

Hon. J1. IDuffell: He is equal to time ocea-
810on.

Hon. .T. CORNELL: It is unfair to ask
him to do this. In another place there are
five 'Ministers to do the work, but in this
Chabsner all must be done by one Minister.
It is not a fair burden to place upon him.
The position now is that he can only carry
out these onerous duties, notwithstanding his
ability, energy and perseverance, by the cour-
tesy of hon. members.

Hon. J, Duff ell: He has a harder task
thnn the Leader of the Opposition in another
place.

Hon. .1. CORNELL: That is so. In an-
other place it is the duty of the Leader of
thne Opposition to tear things down, but in
this Chamber the 'Minister is called upon to
buildl things tip and get measures through.
The question which is absorbing the minds of
miost people, who take an intelligent interest
in the country, is our financial drift. The
burden of reconstructing the finances has
been imposed upon the Government, and
whether we in this Chamber are sa tisfied or
not the electors bare placed this responsi-
bility ipon theum. It is pleasing to know that
the Governmient have now been able to show
that our deficit is accounted for by the run-
ning of our public utilities.

Hoa. 0, W. Miles: And our trading con-
cerns.

Hon. J. CORXELL. I thiiik it would be
only tedious repetition for mue to go into the
question of trading concerns. When the time
is ripe lor us to dleal with them I will have
any say npon the subject. The chief of our
public. utilities is the railways. It may be
inferred at a glance that there should be a6
policy of retrenchment in our railways-
wholesale dismissals of men and wholesale
enrtntilnneits in our services, so that the trains
that nre run and the facilities that are
offered will be sunch as to square the ledger.
That might be all right in a private concern,
but when we take into consideration the snag-
nlitude of the State, its exigencies, and the
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requirements of its inhabitants, I think we
can at once dismiss the idea of running the
railways on purely business lines to square
the ledger.

Hon. J. lDuffell: Do you not think the in-
auguration of the zone system would assist
matters?

11- S. CORNEFLL: 'We have above all
-to take into consideration the requirements,
th'p necessities of, and the accommuodation
needled for the people. The people of this
State are not situated in the same way as
those in Victoria are. The railways in West-
e~rn Australia cover a greater area, (with the
possible exception of Queensland) than in. any
other State of the Comnmonwealtlh. Our popu'-
lation too, is more scatte'red. T believe that
there must be some loss in running these pub-
]ie utilities, when we consider what is taking
place in the ease of railways in other parts
of the world. Aloagside our losses on the
railways wre must place the services rendered
to and the boons conferred upon the inhabi-
tants of the State. One of the reasons for
the decline ia our railway revenue is the re-
trogression of our gold mining industry. Ten
years ago there was a gigantic passenger
traffic and food supply freight at high rates
over the railways between Perth and Kal-
goorlie, BRoulder, Norseman, Laverton, and
other outback mining centres. In those days
90 per cent. of the beef consumed by the pe6-
pie there went over the railways from the
coast. Our gold mining industry has now
seriously declined and the population greatly
decreased. Instead of beef, for instance, going
from Perth to Kalgoorlie and the Murchison,
the greater proportion of the beef consumed on
the goldfields either reaches there on the
boat or comes from South Australia. Our
greatest need so far as the railway system
is concerned is prosperity on the gnldfields.
.Nothing will bring us back to normal more
quickly. Our only hope in that direction lies
in our hardy spartan, the prospector. The
Commissioner of Railways occupies n very
unenviable position and has a difficult task
to perform. Long hefore the war the rail-
ways -hail been allowed to drift. However
Much we may criticise the Commissioner, we
must admit that he is placedl in that office
for a definite term. We should, therefore,
endeavour by helpful criticism and honest
suggestions to assist him to get us out of
this difficulty. If we adopt that policy and
the Commissioner fails, we can then say to
him that we have helped him, bare weighed
him in the balance, and found himr wanting.
Until that time we should not condemn him.
The two classes on the suburban. railway
system should be abolisbed, There is no ques-
tion about two classes on the traieways. Our
metropolitan railway service is nothing more
nor less than a tramway service. Railway-
incai havc toldl mc that at certain periods of
the dlay there is no necessity to run suchl
heavy trains. In Victoria, where the system
is electrified, it is possible to pull off car-
riages at certain periods of the dlay and have
a greater number in the morning and even-

ing, and fewer at other times of the day.
The same thing shouldI be applied to our
service. During the winter months, when
c omparatively few people are travelling ex-
vejit at tl]2- regular timeis, light er trains
should be run than at present is the case.
During the last three years I have had an
opportunity of seeing the tramway systeis of
ninny other cities in the world. I have seen
trams operating in Alexandria,, Toulon, Mar-
seilles, London, Bournemouth, and in other
parts of Englandl, in ('aletown, Johannes-
burg, Bloeinfontein and Durhan. I have also
seen rthe trains running in -Melbourne, Syd-
ney, Brisbane, and Adelaide. After seeing
all these different tramway systems operat-
iag, I think the worst of the lot is the one
we have in Perth.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Hlave you been to Pre-
mtantle?

Iren. J. CORNELL: Yes, but ours is the
worst of the lot. I do not know why it is so; it
should not be so. It may be that owing to
the lay out of the city the trains start from
one point, all ears operating from the
ear barn whieh is situated at the eastern end
Of Hayq Street. I think that all cars run-
ning east and west should start from the car
barn which 'would be the permanent station
for those cars. The trains operating north
and south should have a permanent car barn
and starting point elsewhere. _Nowhere else
will one find three ears running on the tail
of one another and none following. Why
should that be so? A benevolent country
pays for this sort Of thing, but I know that
hundreds of people, including women and
childiren, pay for seats on tram ears and
never get them. Surely the importance of
Perth warrants a better tramway system
than we have at present. Despite the croak-
ing that goes on in different places, I am
convinced that if Perth gets aL decent tram-
way system' tbe people are preparedI to pay
for it. I cannot suggest any improvements,
but I think members will agree that it would
be impossible to find a worse tramway sys-
temi than the one we have here. Another
matter which has been touched upon by
other members in this Chambr-although
there is only one memiber of the section 1 de-
sire to refer to who is at present just now-
relates to the Country Party. I notice that
references have been made in another place
in a very disparaging manner to the Coun-
try Party. If members will carry their
minds back they wilt remember that at one
timie I referred to the members of the Coun-
try Party as bushrangers. At that period
they certainly were bushranigers. To-day
the position is that the Governmnut of
this State is vested in a Cabinet half
composed of Country Party members
and half of Nationalists. The Conun-
tryv Party hare justified themselves in
the eyes, of the electors of Western Austra-
lia. T desire hon. members to understand
that r am not sparring to loin that party.
Not only in Western Australia, but in every
State throughout Australia and in the Corn-
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monweaith as well, the Country Party have
justified themselves. At one stage I ex-
pressed the opinion that the genuine farmer
was not represented as he should be in Par-
liament. That day has goae by and whether
we like it or not, we are in duty bound by
the mnandate of the electors to extend the
saine respect, courtesy and assistance to the
members of the Country Party as to the
members of any other dominant political
party in our legislative halls. It seems some-
what anomalous that we should hear from
Nationalists and prominent Labourites re-
ferences to the mnethods followed by the
Country Party, who are only following sim-
ilar tactics and methods to those pursued by
the National Party and the Labour Party.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Country Party
hare adopted the tactics of the Labour
Party.

Hon, J. CORNELL: They are adopting
those methods, but they are participating in
the Government of the State.

Hon. J. Duffell: They adopted the hire
purchase system.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Referring' to the
wheat pool, I favour the creation of a Com-
montwealth wheat pool. I was one of those
who, when a Bill was first introduced to es-
tablish a pool-and that measure was op.
posed by members of the 'Country
Party-asserted that the wheat pool
had come to stay. I1 am not often
given credit for statements I make,
hut to-day members of the Country
Party and farmers of this State have said
to me: "If you ever uttere(L words of wis-
dom, Cornell, you did so on that occasion."
If a pool was necessary during the course
of the war when the existence of the nation
was at stake and when it was necessary
that the nation should be fully equipped
to come out of the great struggle success-
fully', it is equally necessary in times of
peace. To-day the farmer has recognised
the wisdom of the pool and he is satisfied
with the management of the pool. Who is
better qualified to give an opinion on the
question of whether or not the pool should
be continued than the man who grows the
wheat? I think that quite 95 per cent. of
the farmers in this State as well as in New
South Wales and Victoria, and also in
South Australia-if the farmers there had
the real question put before them clearly-
are in favour of the continuance of a wheat
pool. A federal pool can be run success-
fully, but if we cannot have a Common-
wealth pool we have to take this question
into consideration: Can the farmers of this
State run a pool off their own hati I have
doubts as to -whether they can or cannot.
I am inclined to think that a distinct pool
in Western Australia is not an easy matter
to accomplish. At any rate, it would not
be so easy to conduct as the Common-
wealth pool.

Hon. 3. Duffell : There are indications
that some will run amok.

Hon, 3. CORNELL: During my two re-
cent visits to the Eastern States I learned
that the main movers in favour of the
abolition of the pool and a reversion to
pre-war conditions, are not the farmers, but
those individuals, firms and corporations
who bought wheat from the farmers in pre-
war days. The result has been that we
have seen evidence in the natural corollary

-of a combination of the Labour Party and
the Country Party-the representatives of
the workers and the producers-to defeat
the Government who were in favour of
going back to pre-war conditions. I doubt
whether there will be any necessity for
further argument regarding that pool after
the elections.

Hon. t Duffell: If some of the farmers
had their way, the people would be paying
is, a loaf for their breau.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: I have yet to learn-
and I was a farmer until I was starved off
the land-that the farmers or the workers
can strike a harder bargain than some
other sections of the commercial community.
I am inclined to think that farmers or
workmen would be more generous if thiey
had one in a corner than would be experi-
enced at the hands of other gentlemen in
the commercial community. Whether it be
a Federal pool or an independent Stats
poolI if the collective credit of the Com-
monwealth is called in to finance a pool,
the people of the Commonwealth must take
a big share in the administration of the
pool. If the collective credit of the com-
munity is not drawn upon I think the
farmers should be allowed to run the pool
themselves. I would go further and advo-
cate a pool for a period of five years.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: There is nothing to pre-
vent the farmers doing that themselves.

Ron. J. CORNELL: In addition I would
advocate the price for wheat for home con-
sumption being fixed at a flat rate over a
period of five years. Surely we are able
to decide what is a fair price to nay for
wheat for local consumption without de-
pending on anything like the world's parity
which varies from month to ,aonih.

Hon. 3. Duffell: You have ao i'Lea what
-will occur in the commercial world in three
monthis' time.

Rion. J. CORNELL: I know what would
happen and that is that everything would
go to the commercial community. I con-
gratulate the Government on the statement
appearing in the Governor's Speech regard-
ing the settlement of soldiers on. the land.
The details show that 3,954 soldiers have
actually been settled and the commitments
amount to £4,383,000. 'This gives an aver-
age of about £1,038, per soldier. Compared
with what has been done in the interests of
the returned soldier in other States, West-
ern Australia can congratulate herself upon
the achievements here. Reference has been
made to what the Premier (Sir James
Mitchell) has done in the interests of
soldier settlement. I desire to give every
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credit to the Premier for what he has done,
but there is one man in addition to whom
I take off mny bat and he is Mr. Meciarty,
the managing trustee of the Agricultural
Bank and Controller of Soldier Settlement
The test of whether M1r. 'MeLarty has suc-
ceeded or not can best be obtained from the
soldiers themselves. They are all saitisal
with Mr. Metarty's attitude because they
realise that he has given them a very fair
deal. He has not allowed them to go where
he thinks they cannot succeed and he bas
put no man on land where be has thought
be himself could not succeed. I desire to
draw attention to a wild and woolly state-
ment made by a gentleman named Thomson
in another place. He said that Queensland
had done better than all the remaining States
collectively.

Hon. G. WV. M.iles: Which Thomson was
that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not desire to
particularise. I do not know at what bout
of the evening the statement was made. I
recently attended a soldiers' conference in
Brisbane where all the States were repre-
seated. We discussed the question of land
settlement and I found that every repre-
sentative from the different States was not
content to place his particular State second
to any other State. Surely that is the best
answer to the statement in another place.
Queensland has not done better than any of
the other five States of the Commonwealth.
It shows that in the opinion of soldiers
themselves the other States have done
equally well, if not better, than Queensland.
I have been given to understand that under
our soldier settlement scheme, er-soldiers
who had conditional purchase land either
before enlistment or selected subsequently,
would have 50 per cent, returned to
them. That was a generous act on
behalf of the people of this State. It
was a due recognition of their services
in defence of this country. Speaking
subject to correction, however, I understand
that the soldiers, who in many eases do Dot
know where they stand, hove been asked to
pay for their land in half the period given
other settlers to pay for their land. That is
to say, a man who was not a soldier had per:
haps 20 'yenrs' in which, to pay for his con-
ditional purchase land and the man who was
a soldier bad 10 years, or in ano ease less
than 20 years.

lIfon. C. W. 'Miles: That ought to be altered.
Bali. J. ('ORNELL: T agree. Alen going

ol v-irgin land arc in an infinitely better posi-
tion in the sec-ond 10 years than in the first
10 years.

lion. J1. 'Mills: They get the first five years
free.

Holl. J. CORNELL: That is so, hotl they
hare to make tip for it ifterward,.

lion. J1. Thiffell: Tn the next five years?
lHons. T1. CORNELL: That is4 the point-I

want clearedl up. The intention was that the
price shoull hse rcoduced by 51I) per cent, anti
the period allowed for payment should still
be the same. It is too soon to offer

any optimistic opinion as; to whether
soldier settlement is going to he suc-
cessful. It is necessary to understand
the psychology of the soldier in the
aggregate before one canl venture a prophecy
in that direction. The only real test we can
apply is the test of time. For the man who
will not try to make good after the State has
done so much for him, the League, with which
I have the hionour to be connected, has very
little tinmc. As regards immigration, the
Gloveror's Speech states that 3,400 immi-
grants were received during the two years
ended thle 30th June, 1920. No figures are
given for the year ended June, 1921. No
figures are given as to hlow many of the 3,400
settlers wvent onl the land. The Speech goes
Onl to say-

In view- of the alarming disproportion of
mnetr-opolitan to rural population as dis-
closed by the recent census, it is increas-
ingly necessary that new arrivals should he
Ina and women suitable for country life
and adapted to country industries.

I am one of those who believe that there can-
not be too many people in Australia, and I
also believe that any system of immigration
mulst be regulated. 'Men should not be lured
to come here under false pretences. If they
are, their value to the State will be destroyed
immediately they are undeceivedl. There is
another channel in which I think we could
direct our energies with a view to settling
the country instead of bringing people out
from England. Why not encourage our own
people who are in the cities to go out into
the country? Why not devote attention to
this proposal? The controller of the soldier
settlement scheme would prefer to settle
soldiers rather than immigrants on the land.
This is tantamount to saying that our own
people are more likely to succeed in land
settlement. In the past too much claptrap
has been spoken about getting immigrants to
settle here, and too little attention has been
dev-oted to encouraging our own people to
settle onl the land. If our own people were
settled onl the land and the immigrants took
their places in the towns to some degree, the
im bmigrants and the country would be the
better for it. Personally I prefer the Scot,-
man as an inunigrant, but with pill due re-
spect to those who conmc fron, the old country
I would back the young city-bred Australian
to nmake good on the land in half the time
that one of the best type of immigrants from
the old eoontry would doa. I now come to
what I consider is a most vital prohlen,
namely that affecting the mining indunstry-
No one doubts the importance of minig to
this State. Say what we like albout the
agricultural and pastoral resour-ces, we most
admit that the 1prinie factor responsible for the
population the State contains9 to-day' was the
gold discoveries. Oar gold output is on file
decline. There are two waris in whichs this
decline may he checked. One is by the open-
ing up of new discoveries' nod the other is
to do better with the resources we know of.
I hope I shall be pardoned if I draw corn-
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parisons between mining in Johannesburg and
in Western Australia. Though I have repre-
sented the Golden 'Mile in this Parliamient
for 10 years, I was agreeably surprised dlur-
ing my sojourn in South Africa to find how
far Johannesburg was ahead of us. I may
be assailed for referring to this, but here
goes, I shall take the consequences. There
has beeni great antipathy and objection to the
concentration of lenses and labour in our min-
ig areas. This was justified because the con-
centration of leases and labour was not safe-
guarded as it should have been. I make bold
to say that there is a good many years of life
in the nmines of the Golden 'Mile yet if we
only adopt some up-to-date system of concen-
tration of leases, and consolidate our labour,
effort and output. Though under such a
system fewer men in the aggregate might be
employed, the life of the field would be con-
siderably lengthened. We have a group of
mines, the Great Boulder, Horseshoe, Ivanhoe,
Perseverance-the latter working on tribute,
and payiag perhaps the biggest profit of any
-the Associated, Kalgurli, South Kalgurli, and
Lake View, all within a radius of half a mile.
We have separate management, separate bat-
teries, separate treatment plants, everything
septarate. If they were all Wvorking under a
systeml of concentration of leases such as
prevails in Johannesburg, we could do away
with a great proportion of the overhead
charges and scrap a great many of the plants,
retaining only one up-to-date plant. When
I mention a mine like the New Modderfon-
tein group, which works only one shift under-
ground in the 24 hours and can keep 600
head of stamps going, members will agree
that it is a wonderful tribute to what the
concentration of leases, labour and effort can
accomplish.

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: Are the ore bodies big-
ger than ours?

Hon. .T. ORNELL: That is a big ques-
tion to generalise on, but they have more
faces. One of the disadvantages of the
Golden Mile, not experienced at Johannes-
burg, is in connection with the lay out of the
mines. Our mnines were laid out for the rais-
ing of high grade and not low grade ore.
The lay out does not permit of the economi-
cal breaking muid hauling of low grade ore.
People often wonder why such big profits are
made by the South African mines out of low
grade ore. It is not all due to the employ-
mnent of coloured labour. It is due to the
gigantic lay out of the field and the facilities
available for handling the ore. I saw
more underground labour-saving appliances
on some of the Kimberley diamond mines
and Johannesburg [mines in one dlay
titan I have seen on the Golden Mile
in all my existence. In South Af rica
they recognise that there is nothing so reli-
able as the mechanical factor. I have many
reasons for wishing to see the life of our
mining fields prolonged. Some may think
that T am actuated only by selfish uso-
tires, fearing that the downfall of Kalgoorlie
might mean my downfall politically. I would

point out, however, that I am liable to receive
the noble order of the sack whether Kalgoor-
lie continues or not. I am anxious in
the interests of the State aiic the busi-
ness people and community generally
of Kalgoorlie and Boulder that the best inethi-
ods possible should be adopted to prolong
the-life of these fields. As regardls prospect-
ing, I anm a member of the Prospectors'
Board. The figures given as to the numnber
of prospectors who have been sent out are
correct, but I venture to say that the board
are not satisfied with the results. The board
are of opinion that unless sonme alteration
is made in the policy we shall accomplish very
little in the way of keeping the industry
going. So far as the board are concerned no
initiative is possible. The initiative must
rest with the inen. Although the State offers
inducements for men to go out, those induce-
inents dto Dot amount to much. For two men
going out, a horse, a turnout, and £1 a week
sustenance for each man are provided. A man
who goes out prospecting on £1 a week
is not taking a joy ride, and is not
going out for fun. The existing prospect-
ing arrangements have had two years' trial
and, with the exception of Ives' Find we hare
practically nothing to show for the work.
The position must be altered in the near
future; wre trust endeavour to break fresh
ground. I wos greatly interested in certain
remarks made by Mr. Scaddan regarding
the discovery of Ives' Find and the sharks
who made money out of it, and the result-
ant cry of " tstinking fish'' in regard to our
mining discoveries. There is a great deal
in what the Mfinister said. As to the
drilling at the south end of the Golden Mile,
I cannot say whether permanent lodes exist
there; but if the diamond drill locates what
Fan be described as a payable lode, there
is only one logical way of proving it, and
that is by putting in money to ascertain
whether there is sufficient value to justify
working it. As Mr. Ewing pointed out, the
hardy old prospector looks for alluvial.
What we want is people who will put in
their money not so much for a rapid rise
as for a mine of permanent value. I was
greatly interested in the Minister's remarks
regarding miners' complaint. Let me quote
from what appeared in a newspaper on the
subject-

The Ifinister for Mines said that the
only way to deal with the problem pro-
perly was to take the men out of the
mines before they became physical dere-
licts. The Government should say,'
"You've bad enough, old Than." Under
a proper inspection system the men
affected could be picked out, the Govern-
mnent undertaking to find such men other
employment, which would restore bodily
health and benefit the community.

Mfr. Boyland: Why don't you bring in
a Bill?

The Minister for 'Mines: ''You must
get the public to appreciate the idea first.
I don't know that the miners themselves
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would consent to a Bill which would com-
pel them to come out of the mines.'' He
added that he did not want to force the
miners out of the mines before he had
provided the necessary employment for
then, in fresh air. The Forestry flepart-
nment had promised to earmark work for
these miners, who had served the comn-
nmnity well.

This is what the M3inister forgot to add, or
is Dot reported as having said: ''and in
many instances served the mining share-
holders by sacrificing their lives at an early
age through the medium of a disease
peculiar only to the mining industry.'' One
of the things I undertook to investigate
for the Minister for Mines during my stay
at Johannesburg and Cape Town was the
legislation dealing with miners' phthisis in
South Africa. I cannot find words sufficient
to convey my thanks to all those people in
South Africa, including the Prime Minister
of the Union of South Africa and the
Johannesburg Chamber of Mines, anti the
workers' representatives here, for what they
did to assist mie in my researches. Epitoniis-
hig the position, I mnay state it in this way,
that it silica exists to an appreciable extent
in the inies of this State, then all Govern-
nments of this State should be indicted for
criminal neglect, or else the Government of
the South African Union should be indicted
for- unjustifiable expenditure of public funds.
l know there is no mian more s 'ympathectic
towards the miner than is the p)resent Mlin-
ister for --\ines. He has good reason for it,
having lost two brothers by miners' coin-
plaint. The problem is one we should have
tackled years ago. If it is to be tacked
in a logical manner, it must be tackled on
the South African method. There is no use
the M1inister saying that he doubts whether
the miners w~ill comec out of the mines. If
silica exists in our mines to any appreciable
degree, then the only Course to be adopted
is that taken by the South African Govern-
ment with both the white miiner and the
African native: they have to come out. South
Africa goes a little further, they go to an
extent which I to not think we shall go in
this country, anti says that the industry mnust
compunsate the victim. Here in Western
Australia to-day we have responsible Minis-
ters practically declaring that our mnines are
killing our miners, but we have not reached
the stage at which South Africa hans arrived,
where the native as well as the white miner
working underground comes under the phithisis
regulations. Jf the native is ordered to leave
the mines, he too is compensated.

Hron. G. W. Miles: Byv the mine owners?
Hon. J1. CORNELL: Yes; and here we are

discussing tiddly-winking things to be done
for our white miners. In South Africa in-
vestigations and legislation as to silicosis
have been in progress for 18 years, and
there the law is that no man suffering from
tuberculosis shall be allowed to go under-
ground. Such a man cannot get even a tema-
porary certificate to do so. Then comes the

question of how the problem is to hie solved
here. It can hie solved to an appre:-iable ex-
tent only by means of a rigi edical exam-
moation. Moreover any man now below who is
su'ffering fromi tuberculosis must conic out of
our inines. Even without oinupeusation, such a
rigorous act wyould] merely reprs&'nt justice to-
the ',,an hiims& f and justice to hii fellow
workers. The method of examination should
he definitely laid down by statute, as has
been done in South Africa. In that country
the phthisis Act operates only where silica' is
prevalent to such an extent as, in the
opinion of the Minister for MinesI may-
prejudice the miners' health. Here our
course should be first of all to ascertain
whether or not silica exists in our mines,
and, if so, whether to an appreciable de-
gree, and, further, whether in a degree in-
jurious to the health of the miner. r
venture to say, however, that one could
search Western Australia, and probably
Australia, unsuccessfully for an instrument
by which dust in suspension could be
measured with any degree of accuracy. It
costs the South African mining companies
£880,000 a year to compensate for silicosis
and tuberculosis. But, in addition, on the
question of dusr determination the Chanmber
of Mines of Johannesburg expends £200,000
a year. Fromt these figures hon. miembers.
will realise that in South Africa the question
of silicosis is a stern reality. It costs the
gold-mining industry there a total of approxi-
mnately a million sterling per anuni. If the
South African mining industry hase done
much for the South African mining mag-
nate, on the other hand the South African
mining magnate has done a good deal for
the South African mining ind'istry. All that
we have in Kalgoorlie as a tribnte from
the shareholders of the Golden Mile
is that £200 memorial in Victoria Park. I
ask hon. members not to deal lightly with the
question of whether our miners are suffering
as a result of their work in the industry. I
would suggest to the Minister for Mines that
if it is necessary to take miners out of that
industry and] to start them on the laud, the
natural corollary is to try and prevent the'
mining industry front creating any more such
cases. 'that is the position, and it is a posi-
tion which should have been faced many
years ago. However, I may qualify that by
saying that so far as iny researches- go, there
is little or no need, in view of the experience
of South Africa, for dealing with the ques-
tion of causes predisposing towards silicosis
or miners' phthisis unless the silica in sus-
pension in our mlines is sufficiently prevalent
to impair the health of the miner. That, I
repeat, is the first point to be ascertained by
the Government. Now let me deal with the
question of education. I am sorry that the
nm-,bers of the late Royal Commiission are
not present. The appointment of that
body apparently arose fron, the ac-tion of
husybodies. There seems to have been no
method as regards the calling of witnesses.
Or, to judge by the evidence of some wit-
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nesses, these called themselves. Though I
have not Perused the Commission's report, I
have read some of the evidence, and I think
it is anything but edifying. .Reference is
made to ''snobs'' and ''kowtowings'' and
such things. It would have been a very in-
teresting feature of the Royal Commission's
proceedings if some of the scholars had been
called as witnesses. Probably, more satisfac-
tion would have been got out of them than
out of various persons who appeared to tes-
tify. There are only two phases of the sub-
ject I wish to discuss, and I do not know
that either of them is dealt with in the report.
If there is one person who is likely to impress
his personality on the child, it is the teacher.
The finest asset we can have in a teacher is
the personality of a big man or a big woman
-bigness of mind. I believe that hon. mem-
bers who had the privilege of deriving their
education from the late President of this
Legislative Council are agreed that, with very
few exceptions indeed, all that gentleman's
pupils carried the impress of his personality.
Next, let mec refer briefly to the subject of
forestry. On this subject the Governor's
Speech states-

The great task of regeneration and con-
servation of the forest areas, made possible
under the provisions of the Forests Act, is
proceeding apace.

Ihave yet to discover much tangible evidence
of that. So far as my observation has ex-
tended, all that is proceeding apace is exem-
plifiedl in an exhibit ia Barrack-street. Let
ine be candid and say that until I
visited a country where Nature had been
stingy ia regard to forests and where,
consequently, the need for timber made
itself keenly felt, I was inclined to think
that our Conservator had too much power
and was too much of an autocrat.
Froni now on I sun going to stick to the
Conservator through thick and thin. I will
stand for him against Ministers and against
legislators, because I am satisfied that the
average Western Australian has no concep-
tion of- the value of our forests or what the
position will be if they are denuded. I notice
that the Conservator and the Government are
in holts over the extension of concessions,
and I am aware that very wide powers are
vested by the Act in the Conservator. I note
this also that if we had more heads of de.
partinents and more men in official posi-
tions who would stand up to Ministerial dom-
ination as the Conservator has done, we
would] have a little brighter era before this
country. I an, not going into the merits or
demerits of the matter, or whether the Con-
servator or the Covernment are wrong, but
I will say that Parliament has handed to
the Conservator certain statutory powers
and, if we are going to get to the bottom of
the position and judge as we should judge,
we must so circumstance ourselves, and it
will be incumbent on the Government to so
circumstance the affair, that those who gave
the Conservator his powers should have equal
opportunity of hearing the Conservator's

side as well as the Minister's side. One of
the things that has made me swear allegiance
to the needs of forestry was the travelling
over thousands of miles of country where no
timber ever existed and where I found, that
owing to the absence of timber, there was
only one thing to do and that was to plant it.
The results that I saw were magnificent. I
am referring to South Africa, and what I
saw there brought home to me not only the
need for conserving our existing forests, but
the absolute need for their continuity. 1
will give one illustration of what forestry
has done in South Africa. It was my privil-
ege and pleasure to visit the deep mines in
Johannesburg. I went down one 6,300 feet
on the vertical, and working at that level
they were pigatying their stopes with timber
grown on the lease within a period of 10 to
13 years. This is another factor in the low
cost of treatment at Johannesburg. In cities
like Bloemfontein and Johannesburg there was
not a tree of any description 35 years ago,
and to-cia, one cannot but be impressed by
the growth of the gums there.

Hon. J. Ewing: What is the size of the
trees'

Hon. J. CORNELL: Some of those which
ore 35 years old are 2ft. in diameter. Other
mines also grow their own timber and the
process is going on all the time. Then we
turn to Natal and we find that 80 per cent.
of the wattle bark used in Australia comies
from Natal and that the seed was originally
taken, from Australia. It may be said that
black labour helped to bring this about. My
inquiries showed that black labour was not
the inducing factor. The inducing factor was
that there was no timber there and mass had
to provide that which was lacking. So far
as the planting of the timber is coneeraed,
the initial stage is the worst stage. At a
height of 5,OO0ft. above sea level there are
wattle plantations of luxurious growth, but
many individuals in Natal told mue that they
were going out of the wattle business and
were going in for the growth of gums, be-
cause that would b; more profitable. There
are thousands of acres in Western Australia
that could be planted with wattle; land which
never will be fit for anything else. To use
the words of our own Conservator, there are
certain gums in this country that are rapid
growers, and he is Satisfied that they will
grow as quickly heie as in South Africa. 1
trust that our forestry will become a reality
and that however arrogant our Conservator
may appear to be, we shall give him credit
for knowing his business, that his heart is in
his business, and that he is seeing 20 or S0
Years ahead. The biggest question confront-
ing the people of Australia at this juncture,
and for some time to come, is the question of
Federation. I understand that before the
lapse of the present Federal Parliament a con-
vention will sit in.Melbourne for the purpose
of recasting the Constitution in the light of
experience extending over 20 years. In comn-
mon with many others who have endeavour~d
to take an intelligent interest in the working
of the Constitution, I say that the position has
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arrived when that Constitution must be re-
cast. There is no reference in the Governor's
Speech to the proposed convention and I think
that every member who approaches the ques-
tion with an unbiassed mind, should en-
deavour on every conceivable occasion to
get the people of his electorate to take an in-
telligent and lively interest in the aed for
the amenment of the Constitution.

lon. G. W. -Miles: Would you support
the appointment of a select comuitte of both
Houses?

Ilon. 3. CORNELL: Side by side with
taking that intelligent and lively interest for
the amendment of the Constitution, we must
also take into consideration the question of
what it is best to do in order to brinig
about the necessary alterations. Going
beck to the beginning, I am inclined to the
opinion that there canl be only one sntisfac-
tory convention, and that is a convention on
lines identical with the convention that drew
up the original Constitution and handed it
to the people of the Commonwealth. We
arc all equal partners in this great Common-
wealth of ours, irrespective of our popula-
tion and resources. I sincerely trust that the
convention will be equally representative,
and that it will be chosen by the united
voice of the people. If the original conven-
tion was good enough to give us our Federal
Constitution as we have it, I think another
convention similarly appointed should be
good enough to go into the question of re-
modelling the Constitution, and I shall be the
last to advocate or subscribe to any move-
ment which will have for its object the ap-
pointment of a committee of any Parliament,
Federal or State, to take a hand in or say
what the Federal Constitution should be. I
honestly believe that the people of this coun-
try could, as they did in the beginning, elect
intelligent and honest delegates to the con-
vention. I believe that a delegation elected
by the free will of the people would put
their shoulder to the. wheel and give
the best that was in them in the
light of experience, aind tint the decision of
the convention when presented to the National
Parliament should be approached with that
open mindedness which is characteristic of the
Australian people, and that party will be put
aside in favour of country and the Consti-
tution. Ta conclusion, let me say there aro
many croakers in our midst who are of the
belief that the worldl is going to crumple to
pieces. T am one of those who believe that
ev*ery month n-c are getting one mile-stone
nearer to a return to sanity and to a sense
of responsibility. Those who should take a
reasonable view of the position, but who arc
prone to draw the long bow are Parliamentair-
inns, and in no centre of the British Empire
do0 I think we shall regain our equilibrium
and that State of nffairs wichl prevailed
before the war more quickly than in Austra-
lia. I have recently had thle pleasure of meet-
ing representatives from different parts of
the British Empire and I say, that there are
no places in the Empire which have

fewer problems to solve and can offer the
same possibilities as Australia and New
Zealand. If we approach the position with a
view of toleration, and a greater breadth of
vision, and not he suspicious of one another,
and regarding only the grand issue of
whether or not this country 5hall prevail,
I am satisfied that all will loe well with Aus-
tralia. Whether or not Australia, is too big,
its people are too large minded to allow any
section of the commnunity to suhumerge it.

lion. E. 11. HTARRIS (North-Eaist) r41
I Join with others in extending a welcome to
our new member. Also I dleeply regret the
death of the Han. K 'M. Clarke. Thme
most inmportant feature of His Excellency's
address was the reference to finance. Succes-
sive Governments have promnisedl that they
would stop the drift, strengthen the finances,
and finally bring expenditure more closely
inito accord with revenue. Invariably they
have failed to carry out their promises. Rte-
cently I looked up the financial history of
the State for a few years back. I found that
the last year in which there was a surplus
was 1911. From that time forward the fin-
ances have steadily drifted. During their five
years of administration, from 1011 onwards,
the Labour Government accumulated a deficit
of £1,860,000, or an average of £274,000 per
annum. The Scaddan Administration were
charged with having a policy of drift, They
were held up to ridicule, posibly because they
were deemed to be men withiout financial
knowledge. For their inability to runl the
country they were even charged with being
an aggregate of addle heads. They were dis-
possessed by the Wilson Administlrtionk Who
were heralded as saviours of the State coma
to stop the financial drift. They were men
not without financial experience, umen wvith
reputations for commercial and banking know-
ledge. They were expected to straighten the
finances. Hfowever, they too failed to act uip
to expectations. Subsequently, their admnij-
istration. was disposed of and the Lefroy
Government took charge in tune, 117. Their
slogan was to live within their means and
strengthen the finances. In the absence of
nay determined effort on their part to re-
deem their promnises they were subsequently
superseded by the Coichatch Administration,
which proved to be only short-lived. 'Before
they could devote -any serious consideration
to thme finances they were replaced by the M.Nit-
elmell Ad ministration. In His Exc-ellency 's
Speech of 12 months ago appeared thle fol-
lowing:-

Yen will he further asked to coni-ider
proposals with a view to bringing the an-
nual revenue and expendliture into closer
accord.

That brings the Mitchell Adminis-tration uip
to the present day. They, like their predle-
cessors, have failed to live up to expectations.
Between 1916 and 1921 the deficit grew by
£3,400,Il00. 'Not only did the Government
spend the money which they had expected
to spend, but they had an excess of~ r-vt-nue
and spent that also, which lends us to believe
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that their policy was practically to spend all
that they could get hands on. During the
post year, the expenditure has out-paced re-
ceipts to the extent of £C1,876 per day for
every day of the year. In other words,
every hour of the clock takes us backwards
to the extent of £78. We have now
reached a deficit of practically five millions,
and we have an interest bill of roughly two
millions. July seems to be one of the worst
months of the year. During last July we
went backwards to the extent of £238 per
hour for the whole of the month. A summary
of this would show that during the Labour
record of five years we went backwards to
the extent of £274,000 per annum, while tin-
der the financial geniuses who took over the
reis of office from the Labour Government
and carried on for the next five years, we
receded at the rate of £680,000 per annum,
or more than double the retrogression made
under their predecessors. Of course, the pres-
ent Government have been up against hard
times; but, like their predecessors, they have
failed to comle up to expectations. For the
last 10 years our deficit has been accumulat-
ing at the rate of £476,000 per annum. A
finaneial review of the post is not cheering.
It prompts the question, when is the borrow-
ing mania going to eall? We have a deficit
of over half o million per annum, and the
Premier has intimated that our credit is still
good, for wvhich I think we might be truly
thankful. The government, like Micawber,
appear to be waiting for something to turn
up. It is indicated " in His Excellency's
Speeh that they will bring expendi-
ture more into accord with the revenue.
,Naturally, we assume' that they will adopt
the same methods as before in - regard to
finance. Certainly they have had difficulties.
There was the shipping strike at the end of
the year, while the railway strike seriously
dislocated tr-affic and affected the revenue.
The Government seemn to be out to make a
scapegoat of the trading concerns. I (10 not
intend to go into details regarding those con-
ceru%, for I understand that other hall. meni-
bers intend to specifically deal with that ques-
tion. But it is interesting to note that repre-
sentatives of the Primary Producers' Party,
who share responsibility with the Govern-
ment, have now taken upon themselves to
condenin the trading concerns. I well remember
that when the much discussed State Imple-
tuent Works were established by the Labour
Government the farmers applauded the
Government for their action, because of the
indirect influence the new works would have
on prices. To-day we have heard a good deal
of discussion of the trading concerns, but no
emphasis has been laid on the indirect benefit
of those institutions in keeping down prices.
We now find that the chtamnpions of the trad-
ing concerns are advocating that they should
he abolished. When wheat was at s. per
bushel, the farmer was not half so keen on
disposing of the State Implement Works as
he is to-daty. During the war, certainly, we
lad a prosperity, brought about by the circu-

lation of war loans. On this point I was in-
terested in the remarks of Mr. Sanderson re-

garding the amount of bonds and Treasury
ills, and I shall be interested in hearing the

Leader of the House on this subject when
ho is replying to the debate: The absence of
any determined effort on the part of the Gov-
ernment to bring expenditure more closely
into accord with revenue is the subject of
much comment. Naturally we look upon this,
not as a matter of political promissory notes
which they give us when first the House
meets, but more as souvenirs. The proposal
now submaitted by the Government to meet the
position is, I presume, to float some further
loans to carry on with and to settle as many
people as possible on the land. That is a
most laudable object. Our chief trouble is
that we have not sufficient population for the
overhead charges we have to meet. it is
highly desirable that we should get as many
immigrants as possible. The war has taught
us one of the greatest lessons, namely, that a
nation should be self-contained and should be
prepared. We shall not be able to come up
to that standard without a greater population
than we have. Were 'ye able to double our
population we might halve our debt and
double our production. Moreover, it would
he highly desirable from the standpoint of
defence. If we can fill tip niany of our empty
spaces we would strengthen our man power
from the point of view of defence. We claim
equality with powerful notions in the world,
and if we are to hold this country it is essen-
tial that we should fill it with people. I
heartily endorse the policy of the Government
in placing as many people as possible on the
land. The Premier estimates that we might
-place 20,000 on the land. I do not claim to
hie an authority onl the question of where it is
best to settle people, but Y am of opinion that
if wve could settle them on land that is already
adjacent to our railways, instead of in new
districts into which it would be necessary to
run new railways, we should be doing very
much better. The Government have set out
upon a policy of retrenchment in the railway
service. As unemployment is not conducive
to production, I suggest that they might pur-
sue the same policy that was pursued in 1911
when retrenchment took place in the service.
To those who were being retrenched or who
were retiring from the service, they offered
special facilities for going on the land. Many
of those who availed themselves of this op-
portunity have reason to be pleased that they
dlid so. As the Government are discharging
a numbe, of men from the railway service
and probably the Civil Service, they might
offer the same facilities to those people.
There is a large amount of land available for
settlement adjacent to ow- railways, and the
owners should be called upon to utilise it to
their fullest extent or make room for some-
one who will. There is farm land which is
only Used for grazing purposes. If the Gov-
ernment, however, resunmed it at grazing
rates, there would be a great protest from
the owners, who would claim that they had
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no right to take it at that price. The
Imperial Government in 1919 introduced an
Acquisition of Land Settlement Bill which
provided] for the ecompulsory eultivation of
land and enforcing the principle that land
ownership was a trust, the responsibility of
which could not be disregarded. 'The
measure also provided for the val)ue of the
land being the amount at which it could be
sold by a willing seller to a willing buyer,
provided the arbitrator could be entitled to
consider all returns and assessments on the
capital value, for taxation purposes. This
meant that owners world be called upon to
value their own land, and the price at
which they valued it would be the price at
which they could be taxed. If that prin-
ciple were adopted here the Government
would be able to secure much empty land
which would be suitable for immigration,
without paying a high price for it. The
railway facilities and other facilities
already exist there. It would be better to
utilise that laud in this way or compel the
owners to use it themselves. To build new
railways before the war cost £5,000 a mile;
it is now f7,000 and the price is likely to
be greater. There are many country rail-
way lines which do Dot pay. Practically the
only railway which does pay is that to the
Eastern goldfields'

HOn. J. Ewing: The South-West pays.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: In a general way

no railway line has given such a return to
the Government as that to the Eastern
goldfields, during the past 20 years at all
events.

Hon. J. Cornell: Since the losses com-
menced.

lion. E. H. HARRIS: It is generally un-
derstood that this line has been the milch
cow for the railway service. Owing to the
decline of- the mining industry, the railway
service has been somewhat curtailed even
to the back country on the goldfields. Dur-
ing the past week protests have been re-
ceived from various residents on the ground
that the only man who has been employed
in the district has been taken away. These
small centres open up communication with
the back country some 6b, or 70 miles away,
and the people draw their supplies from
that siding or station. The Government
should consider the advisability of appoint-
ing a local resident to act as station-master
for a small remuneration. It is not advis-
able to keep a station-master employed
there when he has only enough work for
two days in the week.

Hon. J. fluffell: He might be termed a
blaekleg.

Hon. E. Hf. HARRIS: The Government
should nmake some provision for the pro-
spectors in these centres to enable them to
obtain the commodities they desire. This
could be done in the way I suggest at very
little expense. I note it is the intention of
the Government to introduce the wheat
pool. This affects the price of bread, and
everyone in the community. Whilst I would

favour the Commonwealth pool, I under-
stand this State could not compete success-
fully as a State in the markets of the world
if the other States were free. It is sug-
gested that this should be a compulsory
pool. I would strongly object to that. Under
a system of compulsion every farmer must
put his wheat into the pool. Those who
advocate this are the v-ery men who de-
nounced those unions which compel men to
join their Organisation, and in other words
create compulsory unionism. If the pool is
free we might consider it from an entirely
different point of view.

non. J. Cornell : Every pool has been
compulsory.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That would be all
very well during the war. It is apparently
desigaed to eliminate the middleman, the
man who participates in the labour of the
producer. Some 50 years ago there were
the staunch labour leaders who advocated
a combination of unions. We now find the
same policy is being adopted by the Coun-
try Party in order to force everyone to
come into the pool. The co-operation of
the State with the Commonwealth in the
extension of activity and scientific investi-
gation is a step in the right direction. The
recent exhibition in Perth has drawn atten-
tion to the resources of the State. The
School of 'Mines at Kalgoorlie is a credit
to Western Australia. As the State and
Commonwealth are co-operating in the
matter of forestry investigation, they
might also co-operate in utilising the labor-
atories at the School of Mines for investi-
gation into the many known minerals of
the State. If the matter were put to the
Commonwealth Government I think they
might offer a subsidy to one of the Schools
of -Mines in each of the States. The Kal-
goorlie School is one to which youths are
brought from every part of the world to be
given a technical education. Most of the
facilities required are there and with the
co-operation of the scientists and assayers
and others engaged there in the mining
industry, much might be done to assist the
Bureau of Science and Industry. I hoped
to see in the Speech sonmc reference to the
probable amendment of the Arbitration Act
of 1012. We have heard a great deal about
industrial unrest. The employers have
signified their desire for an amendment to
the Arbitration Act,' and the employees in
the light of experience wish that the
machinery of the court should be altered in
order to fac 'litate the settlement of indus-
tr-ial disputes. Nothing brings about fric-
tion quicker than delay in the settlement
of a dispute. These losmes tbrough strikes
exhaust the depleted earnings of the
worker as well as the revenue of the State.
The advocates in this Rouse of the round
table conference from the point of view
of the worker are those who in years gone
by asked for an amendment to the Act in
order to delete the conciliatory sections
in it. it may prove of advantage if
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we had an amendment in the direc-
tion I propose, but as we have a President
,of the Arbitration Court and an employees'
and employers' r-prcsentative also there, I
fail to see why these representatives
should not sit as a preliminary refer-
ence in the case of any dispute
which may be brought before the court.
It is not always convenient to have the P1resi-
dent who is a Judge and has other work
to attend to. 1± the other members of the
court were vested with power it would pos-
sibly be found that in a majority of cases
the preliminary matters in dispute could be
dealt with before the major question came
before the court. Suggestions have heen
made from time to time to the effect that
our legislation should he amiended to embody
what is known as the Whitely report which
was furnished to the authorities in the Old
Country. Under that scheme, representatives
of the employees' organisations. would take
part in the control of the industry concerned.
I am not suggesting that they would be
placed in a position of taking charge of an
industry as was suggested during the late
railway strike. The workers on the other
band would have direct representation in the
control of the industry. If we were to in-
augurate some prineiple like that, even as
an experiment, it would give the employees
an opportunity of testing their efficiency in
carrying on ain industry. If it resulted in
bringing about better feelings between em-
ployer and employee it would achieve good
Tesul1tS.

Hon. J. Duffel]: An experiment of that
kind was tried at ]3endigo and it was not
successful.

Hon. E. If. HARRIS: I do not think that
any such step has been taken in Western
Australia, and if the Act is to he amended,
I would suggest that in the light of past
experience, representatives of the employers
and the employees together with the Clerk
of the Arbitration Court should he chlled
together to indicate what sections of the
Act have proved effective and also 'in

what manner other parts of the Act should
be amended, giving their reasons as well.
These are the men who have had actual ex-
perience of the working of the Act, and they
would be better fitted to show what amend-
anents are necessary and to set Aut reasons
in support of their suggestions. Such aL re-
port would be of material assistance to mem-
bers in considering any amendments to be
made to the present legislation. The Arbi-
tration Act could be amended in - another
direction with advantage. I refer to the
position of workers who are compelled to be-
loag to unions. Circumstances at the present
time compel men to be members of an in-
dustrial union, and in saying that I refer
particularly to the Australian Workers'
Union. In many industries it has beea in-
dicated that before one can secure employ-
ment or before workers will consent to work

a member of an organisation. I think it is
the duty~ of both employer and employee to
belong to his particular organisation, but I
object to anyone being forced to become a
member of such an organiation. I have a
ticket issued by the A.W.U. which I will
hand round to memibers for inspection. This
ticket has a number, name and other details
in connection with the individual who is
joining thle Organisation, Attached to the
ticket arc floekets, fire in number and let-
tered A, B, C1, D, and E. Printed on the
docket, in addition to the menmber 's niunber,
are the following words: "W.X. Mining In-
dustry Branch. Attaich securely to ballot
palper. "' Following the ruiles of that par-
ticular Organisation, any mzemaber, desirous
of recording his vote in ny ballot the union
may take, must attach his docket to the
ballot paper and place both in the ballot
box when he records his vote. The seerecy
of the ballot box is now gone. This is the
most iniquitous thing r have ever heard of,
aind I have heard of some very strange things
done in connectionl with industrial organisa-
tions. If it is desired subsequently, the
officials of the union can look up the votes
recorded and they can pick out the particular

vtsrequired anld thus they are able to find
out exactly how an individual voted. It is
high time that the Act was amendedl to pre-
vent a man who is coinpelted to join an
Organisation being placed in the position of
indicating howt he has exercised his vote.
There is another phase which it aight be a
'vell to mention when on. this subject, and it
is that n-hen a ma~n becomies a member of
this organisation lie is compelled to sub-
scribe to a newspaper, not a paper of his
own seeking, but the ''Westralian. Worker"
in this State or the JLabonr daily newspapers
in the other States. of the ;El which a man
pays to 'join the union, .5s. of that money is
deducted ostensibly to hie paid over to the
newspaper, whether that plaper agrees with
one's political opinions or not. That mioney,
however, dues not reach its destination. I
suqges9t that the Act should be amended. The
Trades Union Act, seetion 15, paragraph (c),

prIe that money expendled in directions
other thani anthorised shall he repaid if
applied improperly under the constitution of
thme organisation. If money were improperly
paid away under such circumstances, it would
hare a beneficial effect if the union were
rendered liable to refund the money.

The Minister for Education: What ballots
are those tickets intended for?

lion. E, Hf. HARRIS: Any ballot the union
desire to take. TG show lionw it woald oper-
ate: If there are 100 members in the union
and a ballot is taken, the tickets are attached
to all the ballot papers. Six men vote against
the proposition. If the executive desire to
find out who those six men are, they
simply have to look np the votes and
examine the dock.'ts. The whole of the
numbers are compared with those which are
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file and the executive can ascertain exactly
who are the six men concerned. Thre A.W.U.
is controlled front Melbourne. These tickets
were referred to in the Arbitration Court
quite recently in connection with anr applica-
tion for registration. This systemt enables
the executive of the orgaisalion, should
they so desire, to find out how an. individual
has voted. If they aire convinced that a at-
ber of their organisation is not acting, in
their opinion, in accordance with the best
interests of the organisation, they can expel
him at a mnoment 's notice and he has no
redress. If they find that a iaa has voted
on three or four occasions agehi-st the de-
sires of the organisation, this syetenx enables
thetm to ascertain what flint imit has done
and they expel hint. In proof of the state-
mnent I have mande, that umoney has beet, ap-
plied for other purposes than those for which
it was contributed, I will read an extract
froni tine auditor's report which was pre-
sented to the members of the A.W.U., Wes-
tralian 0olulfields 'Mining Branch, at Boul-
dler on July 29 last. The section I refer to
reads as follows:-

The long-continued coiitravention of thie
A..U constitution and general rules
nuimbers 10 and 29 has created an in-
videos Position, in that rc' ipts I ear-
marked for a definite purpost., have not
been so utilised, with thre resualt that an ne-
ciiiiitlate'l aniount of £1I,552 I Os. is now due
in respect to "Worker'' newspassp
plied to muembers, and through the failure,
of the ''Worker'' not being paid its le-giti-
mate dues, it has been compelled to work
on an overdraft and has therefore been.
facedA with the unnecessary expense of
bank interest. It appears tberefore, that
pending the amount being liquidated, a, eon-
tingent liability of interest thereon may be
inVvoleu, and which under the circuim-
stances would be quite equitable.

] put that forward as supporting my state-
ineat that money has been applied for other
than the purposes. intended. Here is another
gem from the saine auditor's report:

The miinute book has been perused for
the purpose of corroborating auithorisation,
of payments, and u-c note frequently that
no record thereof is muade, also that in
ninny instances the minutes are marked
' 'confirmed,'' but are not signed by the
ehairmian. The systern of pastitig in sheets
amid, in sonic cases, loose sheets formng
the records of meetings can hardly be cami-
nmended1, and we ventutre to say that were
the inute book in the formn adopted, re-
quired for legal puirposes, it would not be
treated seriously owing to the practically
unlimlited facilities it offers for fraud. It
may be noted that since your present sec-
retary took over in% September, 1920, with
a1 fesw isolated exceptions, the minutes have
been written in on the numbered folios of
the minute book.

I quote that section of the auiditor's9 retort
in further m--+nr of *),...,k ri 1 -11

will bring under the notice of the Govern-
mnt the desirability of amending the
Arbitration Act. The mining industr3
which has been the salvation of 'Western
Australia and was primarily responsible for
putting the State on its feet, every possible
consideration should be given. It has been
adversely affected by conditions lately. I
wish to imlpress Upon the Government the
obligation that the State owes to the mining
industry. The Government and many inidi-
viduals aire apt to forget what gave this
State a start in life. The gold mining in-
dustry has beent responsible for enriching
this country to the extent of £t143,000,000
and it has paid in dividends £28,000,000. Ant
industry which is capable of doing that, is
worthy of consideration. Paragraph 9 of
the Governor's Speech refers to thre pros-
peeting parties who have been assisted by the
Government and have been encouraged in
their efforts to find gold. It sets out that
126 parties have been sent out to prospect
in different parts of the country. When we
recollect that there are 25,000 square miles
of auriferous country in Western Australia,
it wvill he realised that these men represent,
roughly, one prospector to every 200 square

lion. J1. Corniell:, Each one cant get lost up
there.

lion, E,. 11. HARRIS: It is on behalf of
the pioneer, prospectors that T wish to appeal
to the Governmkent for help) and considera.-
tion, as well as for relief fromt taxation. The
Government have indicated through the Gov-
eritor 's Speech that, in order to encourage
the prospector7 they intend to afford3 them re-
lie-f regarding income tax. That decision will
he welcomed on the goldfields. I have a
coupile of illustrations regarding prospectors
to bring under the notice of the House.
The first refers to a. alan who has
been. prospecting in Western Australia
for over 14 years and horn meni-
hers will know what prospecting means.
Mr. Ewing referred to the tnan who with
his cart and load of provisions goes out
into the back country, taking hlis life in his
hands. The prospector to whom I amn re-
ferring, bad battled through Western Aus-
tralia for 14 years and hie struck a bit
of hrick at Hampton Plains. Ile sold the
show andI received £6,000 in cash and shares.
As the rehdor he had no right to trade in the
shares for 12 months or sonte other specified
period. That mnan discovered that the State
intended to exact from hm £2..360 for having
found the mine.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the Commonwealth
were going to take the -rest.

Hon. E. H1. HARRI: Yes, the Common-
wealth would have come in for their share
afterwards. 'This man was one of the finest
Prospectors in Western Australia, andI when.
he learned what the Government intendedl to
don lie said, ''If I had collected from Tatter-
sails they would have asked only 14 per ceat.
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notes and carried it on his person, and, in
the words of Mr. Kenacally in the Arbitra-
tion Court, bade Western Australia a. long
farewell, That man left tile State and went
to South Africa, owing the State Governimen;
:62,360, and also owing the Conimonwealth
Government their share of taxation.

Hon. R. J. Lynn. More power to himi.
Hon. E. It. IIARRIS: He gaid, "I ain. r,

mian of 51 and I anm not going to mlfain
here to give the State or the Comnmonweal th-
anly of it.'' He h)ad a fear that if lie de-
posited the money in the bank the Govern-
ment would get to know of it and would coat-
mnandeer somie of it. Therefore he carried it
on his person for three weeks and then, shak-
ing hands with his friends and telling thein
not to speak of his going, he left. This man
-was an asset to the State and yet he has
bhidden the State a long farewell.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Driven out of the
country.

lon. E. Hf. HARRIS: A fortnight ago an-
other case came under my notice. A man had
been 20 years on the job. The only bit of
good luck he ever had was to strike 400
ounces of gold some seven years ago. Hle
sold a inine in conjunction with three backers
for £4,600, but the maine appeared in his nane
His share was one-quartcr. He had been out
for two years andl 10 months. He was assessed
by the State at £E1,050 and his share of the
cash was only £1,128. This mneant that. if
the State Government collected their charge,
the man. would be left with £78.

The Minister for Education: Are they
making him pay for the other three?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No. His share of
the cash was £1,128 but lie is also assessed omi
the shares which hie never received, or which
were no good. This should be regarded as
a return of capital.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The shares are taken
on their face value.

Hon. B,. H. HARRIS: That is so. These
in dlid not receive a great amount in time
way of cash for their mine; they took the
greater portion in sha-res. But before this
man could put his shares on the market it
was found that the niine was not of very
great value. Yet that man was asked to ac-
cept £78 as his share of the find he hm ad le.
To amy knowledge that nian has paid £E300 an
chits to his friends and anpjiorters; he has
purchased a horse and cart and has gone out
into time bush again, and his friends are won-
dering what lie will say when lie returns aind
discovers what the State Gtovernmnt arc
-claiming.

Hon. J1. W. Kirwan: And "what the Com-
mnwealth will claim.

Hfon. E. Hf. HARRIS: That is so. The
'Commonwealth do not know as yet that lie
exists. When lie finds out what the position
really is, he will probably follow the lend of
the other man and leave the State. This
shows how the taxation has been hitting the
'men whom we want to retain in this Country.

It is having a bad effect on the industry as
it tends to strangle it and prevents backers
and speculators, who are prepared to contri-
bute regularly, fromt supporting these pros-
pectors. If the niajor portion of thle value
represented by a find is to be taken by the
Taxation Department, these speculators will
cease to back any of our prospectors. I
weleonie paragraph 10 of the Governor's
Speech and I hope the Leader of the House
will bring under the notice of the Govern-
nient the desire that this legislation should
be miade retrospective just as arbitration
awards are made retrospective. The unfor-
tunate man I have mentioned would then have
the beniefit of the legislation and the mnan and
his money would remain here to be enipl4yed
in the interests of the State. Another quies-
tion is the sale of leases. There n-crc two
miines with excellent prospects which were
put onl the market for sale. A bargain had
practically been entered into, but the vendor
stipulated] that his consideration should be free
of taxation. When the onipaay found that
in thme one ease £3,2,000 and in the ether case
something like £ 20,0Q0 would be demanded
for the privilege of. buyinig that mine, they
declined to conclude the purchase. Conse-
quently this nine, instead of emiploying about
60 nien as would have been the case if the
company had taken it over, has about six
men employed, and with the limnitedI canpital
at the disposal of the owner it is beig
worked inl only a small way. It is possible
to tax the mining industry beyond it capa-
bilities. I cannot too strongly enuphasise the
fact that excessive taxation results in die-
creased revenue. What we want is assistance
for prospectors so that they oiay he abic to
locate new fields. We have a new alluvial
find onl the Hampton Plains property 47
miles from Kalgoorlie, Partly owing to the
tactics which have been adopted by the coin-
pany, I do not think they are ascertain-
ing the exacet results. of the alluvial find

on that field. Mlost of the men are
reticent as to what they are finding,
because they desire to peg, and the
company have the right which they' exercise
of taking the adjoining blocks. Tils ac-
counts for the attitude they hare adopted.
'We are getting sonic assistance from the
Guovernmment in. connection writh the boring at
the south end' of the Goldlen Mlthe object
beingX to locate the continuation Of tile main
ore body. The third hare is now in progress.
Many' leases have been takcen lip in tie sur-
rounding country, but it has been proved
that there is 156 feet of overburden which
necessitates a considerable expense on the
part of conipanies or individuals who have
leases in surrounding district. It has occurred
to mie that the Governiment would do0 well
to frame new regulations, and instead of in-
sisting on compliance with the labour condi-
tions, as in the case of an ordinar-y lease,
they might, deenm these properties boring
leases. This would permnit of various syndi-
cates or companies amalgamating their finan-'
cmal forces, and with the aid of the Govern-
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mieat adopting systematic methods of boring
under Government supervision. This1 I think,
,would] be welcomed by a number of lease-
holders ini the district, because they now have
to employ labour when it is not a payable
proposition to do so. It is useless to look
for anything on the surface, and the comn-
panics cannot be expected to go in for ex-
pensive boring plants. If the Government
camne to the rescue of the various syndicates
and co-operated with them, it would lead to
a systematic boring of the field, which would
demonstrate whether tile lode was there, and
probably the values it contained. This is not
a prospecting venture in the sense that pros-
pecting is generally understood. But what
wrould be an expenditure of £E25,000 or £50,000
to the Government if any of these prospec-
tors, who have gone into the country, could
discover another Golden Mile or a Great Boul-
der? After 20 years of working the Great
Boulder mine has submitted a report in which
it is stated that there is £760,000 of gold still
in sight in that miie. If inducements were
offered for men to locate a mine land even if
only one such as the Great Boulder were
found, it would materially help the State. In-
stead of our having to appeal for population,
people would flock here as they did in 1895.
.Just as it is necessary to assist the marn with
the plough, so it is necessary to assist the man
with the, pick. We would like substantial
assistance to be made available while the
gold premium is in existence. The gold pre-
miuni has been the salvation of many of our
mines; in fact, sonic of the mines are prac-
tically living on the gold premium at present.
A word in conclusion with reference to the
Tributing Commission which was recently ap-
pointed. I am sorry the Government ap-
pointed the Commission. A better result
could bare been achieved if the Min-
ister had called a conference between the em-
ployers and the tributers. I happen to be
eonverssnt With both sides of the question.
The matter fines itself dlown to three points.
Upon two of them the parties were prepared
to meet one another half way, and this would
hare left but one point to deal with. Had
sonme of the parties been chosen to adjudicate
upon the three clauses of the Bill to which
objection has been raised a solution of the
trouble might readily have been reached.

H~on. JI. Cornell: That would have been
more satisfactory.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, because the
friction which now exists as a result of the
inquiry would have been avoided.

' Ron. JT. Ewing: Was that suggested to the
Minister?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Minister Iuets
of it, but not officially. The difficulty was
to get the tw-o parties together. Had the
Government made a move in that direction
T venture to say that success would have at-
tended their efforts. I again urge upon the
Gov ermnent to assist the gold mining indus-
try to the best of their ability, notwithstnnd-
rng the depleted finances, and endeavour to

restore it to the prosperity of its former
(lays. T support the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Doffell, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.47 p.
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The' SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30)
pm., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER.

Mr, R. S. Sampson (Swan) took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION-INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONFERENCE.

Mr. McGALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Has he received any communications relat-
ing to the decisions of the International
Labour Conference held under the Leagus
of Nations at Washington, 1919, and Genoa,
19201 2, If not, and in view of the fact
that all countries who are parties to the
Peace Treaty are virtually bound by them,
that most of the countries have already
submitted the proposals to their Parlia-
ments, and that a number of the decisions
such as hours of employment, insurance
against unemployment, conditions of em-
ploymenit of women and children, regula-
tions governing the health of all workers,


