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demand that the wrong shall be put right.
It is only a matter of time and the posi-
tion is rectified, "Our system makes it safe
for demoeracy. Our actions as a Parliament
are free and, as a matter of fact, we protect
members even agaibst bribery and viclence
and we protect them from the.law in connec-
tion with statements made by them in this
Chamber. Anything which members think
is in the best interests of the community ean
be stated on the floor of thiz Chamber.

Mr. Money: Members have been doing
it to-night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While we
are not always right, we are by no means
always wrong. We may be in a majority,
but we eannot use our majority to coerce the
other side.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
difficult job,

The MI\TISTER FOR MINES: While 1
continue to occupy a seat on the Treasury
beneh, I will not refuse to receive advice
from any quarter, but I will refuse to ac-
cept dictation from any quarter, I care not
from where it comes. The man who will
adopt an opposite attitude and reject advice
from every quarter, will not be acting in the
best interests of the community. Let us
freely diseuss these matters and get away
from party domination. ‘There is surely
enough at stake to enable us to deal with
these matters withont paltry party interests
entering into the subject. If we look af ques-

You would have a

tions from that broad point of view any

Government will be the better for the sup-
port and advice tendered them, and thus
they will be able to work more effectively
in the interests of the community as a whole.

On motion by Mr. J. MacCallum Smith,
debate adjourned,

House odjowrned at 10.59 p.m.

Legislative CTouncil,
Wednesdoy, 31st August, 1981,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—RIVERTON ESTATE.

Hon, A. H. PANTON (for Hon. F. A,
Baglin) asked the Minister for Education:
1, Is it true that competent agricultural ex-
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perts, sneh as Messrs. Tyler and Newman,
reported against the Riverton estate as
suitable for the settlement of returned
soldiers? 2, In what amounts and to whom
has the Agricultural Bank given financial
assistance? 3, At whose instigation, and
npon whose recommendations, have such
advances, if any, been made? 4, What was
the total sum of money incurred in settling
soldiers on the Riverion estate? &, How
many so asgisted are at present residing on
the estate?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, A Tyrrell Williams, £388
8s. 5d.; E. Gaynor (who subsequently trans-
ferred to Chas. Ginbey), £487 135s.; Thomas
Greig, £494 11s. 11d.; T. E. Simpson, £418
6s.; C.E.Jones (transferred to AlecDewar), .
£431 128, 1d. 3, The advanees were made
by the Agricultural Bank at the request of
and upon the indemnification of the Gov-
ernment of the day aeting npon the recom-
mendation of & seleet committee appointed
by Parliament. 4, £2 228 13s, 5d., exclusive
of interest. 5, Two, including one of the
original settlers.

QUESTION—LUNACY DEPARTMENT.
Proposed Royal Commission.

Hon. J. CORNELL a¥ked the Minister
for Edueation: Will the Government, when
submitting terms of reference to the Royal
Commisgion about to be appointed to in-
quire into and report upon the Hospital for
the Insane, Claremonat, direct the Commis-
sion to inquire into and report upon the
justice or otherwise of the dismissal of cer-
tain returned soldier employees during the
influenza epidemic in 1919, and the many
subsequent Tefusals to reinstate some of
those employees?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: No. This matier has aiready been
inquired into and determined.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eightk Day.
Debate resumed from previous day,

Hon. J. MILLS (Central) [4.35]: I, too,
wish to join with other hon. members in
expressing regret at the death of the
Hon., E. M. Clarke. 1 did not know Mr.
Clarke until T became a member of the
Couneil, a little over three years ago, but
since my first meeting with him°T Igarned -
to hold him in the very highest respect. A
number of speakers have referred to the
finaacial position, and to the deficit. Per-
sonally, I do not blame either the present
or any previous Government entirely for
the condition of our finances. I believe wa
are the vietims of circumstances over which
we have no control, and that the reasons
for our present condition are noit so much
within as without the State., Until trade
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relations are restored throughout the world
and the commer¢e of the world returns ¢o
normal, we must expeet that the aboorm-
ality will be reflected in the Dominions, It
is therefore necessary for us to ba very
careful, and I suggest that we sit wvery
tightly, that we practice thrift and do not
borrow any more money than is absclutely
necegsury. Then our deficit will scon pass
away. At any rate, if we do live extrava-
gantly we will certainly forfeit our
sovereign rights and become an impotent
State upder the Commonweaith Govern-
ment. Turning to matters affecting the
province I represent, and indirectly the
whole State, 1 remind hon. members that
recently coal was diseovered in the Irwin
River district at a depth of 550 feet, where
a 12-foot seam was pierced. So far we
have not had the analysis, but naturally
the people up there are very bopeful
that it may turn out all right. We
trust that if it is not actually better
than Collie coal it will be equal to that
product, for it would be very helpful to
our lead mines in the North, where fuel
is searec, and even the gold mines near to
Geraldton could be served by it. The locality
of the discovery is 17 or 18 miles distant
from Mingenew as the crow flies, and prac-
tieally the same distance from the Mullewa-
Wongan Hills railwdy. Lf the coal prove to
be of good quality it will enhance our chances
of having the promised smelters erected at
Geraldton. At present I think the intention
is to erect them down here, but with the dis-
covery of good eoal in the North I hops they
will be eatablished at Geraldion. It is not only
for the district of tbe Irwin that the dis-
covery of eoal has been predicted, for as far
back as 1850 Mr. A. C. Gregory, one of our
earliest explorers, said that soonmer or later
coal would be discovered between Oakabella
and the mouth of the Murehison River. There
is there a belt of country entirely different
from that in which the galena is found, 1L
have been told of several discoveries of coal
shale in that stretch of country, notwithstand-
ing which the country has not been tapped.
I suppose the reason for that is that it is
too far from Perth, and that if coal were
disecovered there it would come into serious
conflict with the Collie mines,

Hon, J. Ewing: Tt would not interfere with
Collie coal 2t all.

MHon, C. ¥, Baxter: Where is the justifica-
tion for boring there?

Hon. J. MILLS: As I say, coal shale has
been discovered in several localities np there.
Also T have been told that on the eastern
fringes of FEliendale there is e¢oal bearing
country. § Qo not koow of it personally, but
I have eyes to see and read with, and | am
of opinion that roal will be discovered there
also, But the Government have never made
any determined effort to discover coal in our
district, except for a half-hearted attempt at
the Greenough crossing, where they tried to
obtain eoal near the railways.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, J. Duffell: What do you suggest the
Government should dot?

Hon. J. MILLS: Hend up a geologist and,
if necessary, put down a test bore. ‘Those
who know say, and I firmly believe, that coal
exists there. Yet no attempt has been made
to test the country. ’

Hon. E. H. Hacris: They sent a geologist
up North to locate oil. Why should they
not send one to look for coalf

Hon, J. MILLS: The price charged by the
Government for second-class and third-class
land is far in excess of its value, particularly
in respect of third-class land. In 1915 the
Labour Government amended the Land Act
and reduced the price of first-class land to a
maximum of 15s. That was all right for
men who had land previously priced at 30s.
per acre, but the man whose land was classi-
fied at, say, 14s. 9. per aecre, was left on the
same mark.

Hon. 0. Stewart: He could appeal.

Hon. J. MILLS: At any rate we bhave a
very big proportion of third-class land in the
Bouth-West division of the State, Also 1
think that if the great South-West were
stripped of its timber it would be found that
at least one-half of that also is third-class
land. Perth is built on third-class land, and
if one goes to the end of the macadamised
road at Nerth Perth he can follow the stretch
of country right up to Dongarra, 250 wiles
distant. With" the exeeption of an oasis herc
and there, the whole of that area of over
three million acres, is second-class and third-
class land, and is practically unoceccupied ex-
cept in a few instances where men are raisiug
cattle. The minimum price of third-class land
to-day is 3s. 94, which, plus survey fees,
brings it up to 4s. 1d. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of acres which in
their natural state are not worth 1d. per
acre, let alone 43. 1d. The trouble is the
abominable taxation with which every man
is loaded imunediately he gets into posses-
sion.  Samething should be done to bring
ahout a better use of the tand than is the
case at present. Just now it ouly offers a
breeding ground for rabbits. There is a great
deal of land in the South-West division out-
gide the zone of safe agrieulture, which could
be put to hetter use if the Land Aect were
further amended to permit of its heing held
in larger aveas, Tt is not what may be called
under the regulations third-elags land. 1t is
red land and as such should be at least
secund-class. Some of it may be considered
to be first-class, but the rainfall is not suffi-
cieut to justify its usc from the agricultural
point of view. Tt is, therefore, chiefly waeful
for grazing purpeses. The minimum price
at which thisx land can be held is 6s. 3d. per
acre plus survey fees. Seeing that it takes
from e¢ight to 10 acres to keep a sheep on
this clags of land, it is easy to sec that this
price of 6s. 3d., plus survey and taxation, is
too high. Under the regulations no ome can
hold more than 5000 acres of this country
under conditional purchase conditions in the
case of third-class land, and 7,500 acres in
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‘the case of a married settler. In the case of
second-class land only 3,000 acres can be held,
and possibly ar extra 1,000 in the case of the
married settler, This is quite inadequate for
a man to make a living out of. He can only
engage in grazing, but may do a litile wheat
growing as a side line to sheep raising. The
land I speak of is lying to the western side
of the outer boundary of the rabbit-proof
fence, junetioning with the southern ocean.
on the one side and near Yalgoo on the

other. There is a good deal of it.
Hon. J. Duffell: How many miles are
there?

Hon. J. MILLS: Some 300 or 400 miles. It
is just a fringe of country along the rabbit-
proof fence which forms the boundary of the
two distriets, T should like to see the Gov-
ernment amend the regulations this session
80 as to make it possible for a man to hold
at least 10,000 acres. I do not care whether
it i3 held under C.P. conditions or is leased
to a settler for, say, 30 ycars. He might be
given a pre-emptive right over it so that he
can purchase it at the end of that period,
There is no snch regulation in existence at
present and the land is therefore lying idle,
People cannot take up an area large enough
to make a living out of, and the priee
charged is too high. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [4.50]:
Laat night Mr. Sanderson voiced my views
ic regard to the Address-in-reply. He =aid
that it served a very good purpose, and I
think so.too. As a representative of the
South-West Province, I do not pretend to
know all about every portion of Western
Australia for I have not travelled over the
entire State. I, therefore, have to depend
upon other members representing the North-
West and other portions of Western Austra-
lia to educate me in those matters appertain-
ing to the requirements of their partienlar
districts of which I may be ignorant. When
any subject affecting any particular distriet
is brought forward we should have an oppor-
tunity, as we have had lately, of listening
to the views of mambers in regard to it, and
a3 to the undertakings necessary in their par-
tieular districts. Mr.. Miles last night made
a2 very vigorons speech and one upon which
T congratulate him, It is very invigorating
to think that members who are friendly with
members of the Government, perhaps more so
than most of us, have the temerity to stand
up in the House and say exactly what they
mean. I am sure the Leader of the House
will appreciate the speech made by Mr, Miles,
becanse we realise that he amd the other
members from the North know more about
that part of the Btate than does the Minister.
One remark made by Mr. Miles was that it

was & know-all Ministry, I have not
found that. S0 far as T am con-
cerned, any matters which I wished to
bring under the notice of the Gov-

ernment have at all times been willingly
attended to. Other members have spoken elo-

[19]
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quently with regard to the position of the
State. I know of no occasion sinee T have
been a member when I have listened to such
speeches as I have done on the occasion of
this debate. Let me tell Mr, Miles and other
members representing the North that I am
heart and soul with them, I appreciate the
splendid manner in which they have waorlecd
for their provinces. We hear much abont
the small States and Dr. Earle Page's policy.
Probably the North is at least one portion
of Western Australia where that principle
might he applied. I have not given the mat-
ter sufficient study to warrant me in making
a statement with regard to Dr. Page’s views,
but I do think that of all the places in West-
ern Aunstralia the North appeals to me as the
one place where the principle might be ap-’
lied. One may safely leave the North in
its present hands, which include the hands of
the Minister for the North-West. I hope the
prosperity which is its {ue will not be long
delayed. I do not profess to be a financinl
expert, Last night [ was greatly interested
in this matter, I found out things I had
not known before. It may be asked why 1
did not know of these things. T have always

. understood both from utterances on the pub-

lic platformn and elsewhere that we arve pay-
ing sinking fund on all cur loans. In analys-
ing the statements which have from time to
time come before the House and hon. mem-
bers, I bave gathered that we were paying
this sinking fund towards the redemption of
all our loans.

The Minister for Edueation: The sinking
fund never applies to a loan until it has been
in operation for three years.

Hon. J. EWING: I know that. There are
many loans which have been in operation for
more than three years, and a good many of
these have not been converted into inscribed
stock and do not pay sinking fund. Since
last night I have analysed the matter as far
as I could. T have figures to place before
the Minister in the hope that in his reply
he will give due consideration to the state-
ments made by Mr. Sanderson. I conld have
listened for a couple of hours last night
to Mr. Sanderson if he had been good enough
to contipne. As he said, he only touched
the fringe of the subject and if more time
had been at his disposal, he might have gone
deeply into it. He is certainly an exponent
on this partieular’question. The sinking fund
only applies to inseribed atock, I have often
found fault with the Labour Party and their
administration, but I now find from the fig-
ures that the Labour Party were ap-
parently & little more honest in their admin-
igtration than the present Government have
been. Tn 1811 the debentures issued
amounted to £396,800 and in 1916, when the
Labour Party went out of office, the deben-
tures amounted to £359,300, the amount paid
off being £37,500. Treasury bills or bonds
issued in 1911, when the Labour Party came
into office, amounted to £711,000, and when
they went out in 1916 had inereased to
£4,682,625, this being an increase for that
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periol of £2,971,625. This shows that the
adminigtration of the Labour Party, so far
as the finances were concerned, cannot hbe
taken great exveption to when compared with
the present Government’s administration.
The inseribed stock in 1911 amounted to
22,596,153 and in 1916 to £34,097,751,
sliowing that the Labour Government added
to the inseribed stovk by £12,503,000. Dur-
ing the five years nnder review we did not
pray any sinking fund on the amount of
£3,041,000, represented by debentures and
Tteasury bonds, while we paid on inseribed
stork amounting to £34,097,000. Most of
these loans were running for over three
vears, therefore there ought to have Deen
more set aside for the purpose of paying
sinking fund during that period.

The Minister for Education: You know
the circumstances under which the Govern-
ment had to borrow through the Common-
wealth,

Hon, J. EWING: I am referring to the
five years preceding the time when the
Labour Government went out of office. If
my knowledge on the question i3 not sound
the Leader of the House can give us a
clear exposition of the case when he replies.
Between 1916 and 1921, the debentures weve
added to by £1,304,000, the additional Trea-
sury  bills amounted to £6,463,000, and
inseribed  stock was only added to by
£1,265,000. During that period we were only
paying sinking fund on £1,268,000, for that
amount only had been adided to.the inseribed
stock. Hon., members know that when money
has been borrowed provision has to be made
tor its repayment. When the Treasury bonds
and debentures become dne it will be neces-
sary for the Government to meet them. The
Mipister tells us that we do not pay sinking
fund untit after three years. Many of the
Treasury bills and bonds have been running
for over three years, and have to be con-
verted into inscribed stock hefore they can
hear the ome per cent. charge. When they
are converted I suppose we will go on bor-
rewing in the ordinary way.

The Minister for Education:
ouly bear one-half per cent.

Hon. J. EWING: Has the amount been
cut down! At one half per cent. it will
pican a further burden on the people of
Western Australia of something like £63,000,
for at one per cent. it would be £130,000,
Hon, members will now have some idea
of the position, which I hope will be eluci-
dated later on by the Leader of the House.
From 1911 to 1920 we increased the burden
on the people to the extent of £52 per head
of the population. In 1911 the debt was £73
1er head of the population, whereas it is now
£125 per head.  Naturally we must admit
that we were passing throngh troublous
times whirh necessitated large borrowings
and thus the public debt was considerably
inereasedd.  On the other hand we find from
the latest census there has only been an iu-

They will
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crease compared with the population of the
Btate in 19131, of 37,500 souls, which practi-
cally represents the excess of births over
deaths. That fact eame &3 n surprise to me,
An analysis of the figurea T have quoted
shows that our borrowing has not increased
our population, and the burden per head has
been increased. During the first five
years under review the Scaddan Govern-
ment  borrowed 1514 million pounds, It
has been sail that amount of money was ex-
pended in improper direetions, We have to
bre fair in these matters. In politics, the Op-
pesition may endeavour to secure advantages
over the Ministry or Ministerial supporters.
That is no reason, however, why we should
not be fair in dealing with so important a
question. It has to be admitted that in 1914
we lhad a very serious drought in Western
Australia. A large amount of money which
was borrowed by the Labour Government was
expended in the shape of relief to the farmers
and that aceounts for the non-reproductive
application of a great deal of the money bor-
rowed during that period. The farmers have
not been able to repay the whole of that
money and it has not, in consequence, re-
turned interest or sinking fund. T want
to support Mr, Mills in his contention that
during the period of five years from 1911
to 1916, owing to the Labour Government
introducing the SBtate trading concerns, our
position has heen made mueh worse. It
is largely on account of those trading
concerns that we are in our present difficulties.
I want to show that the whole of that 1515
million pounds was not badly expended. The
Labour Government had to econtend with
great diffienlties and so had the succeeding
Governments, The Government in power
during the succeeding five years spent over
10 millions, making 251 million pounds bor-
rowed and spent during that period of 10
years.

Hon. J. Cornell: You are not accounting
for the defieit.

Hon, J. EWING: We would expeet when
money is borrowed to suech a large ex-
tent that it would be spent on reproiluctive
works as far as possible. We have to realise
too that the Labour Government had to
spend a considerable amount of that money
in constructing a large number of railways
which are non-paying still. Those railways
were constructed in the agrievltural distriets.
Although those railways have not paid in-
terest and sinking fund they have resulted
in a large number of people settling on the
Iand, people who woulil not otherwise have
gone there. T hope we will live long enough
to see the money spent on those railways re-
turned to the State and the poliey fully
Jjustified, During the time the 10 million
pounds was being spent, it is common
knowledge that the war was proceeding
andd  the Government of the day were
valled wpon to do many things which they
wouldl not otherwise have had to do. Money
has been spent on soldier settlement and ont
of the 10 millions T suppose quite 3 millions or



' {31 August, 1921.]

4 millions have becn spent in that direetion.
We all agree that it was the duty of the
State to do that for the soldiers who fought
for us. We trust that that money will be
Teturned in the shape of interest and sinking
fund. [ do not want to labour this guestion,
but [ wish to give my ecarnest sapport to
My, Miles and other members who have
voieed their opinions regarding the State
trading coneerns, On every possible occasion
when T have spoken in this Chamber and
have had an opportunity of referring to
these trading concerns I have expressed my
firm eonviction of what T believe to be right
and what 1 believe three-fourthg of the
people of Western Australia believe i3 right,
namely, that these trading conecrns shonld
never have been initiated and that we should
not be in our present parlous condition if
they had never been started. The Govern-
ment who were returned to power because
of their opposition to the State trading eou-
cerns, instead of selling them or making ar-
rangements to disposs of them, nctually eon-
tinued their operations and inereased them,
despite the fact that we are losing money on
them every dayv. So far from disposing of
them, they are building them up. Look at the
State Tmplement Works, the purchase of the
hewers' eoncession and the purchase of the
timber vard in Perth. All of these are in
ecompetition with private individwnals or com-
panieg who have invested money in Western
Australin and who have cxpected a fair
deal. T know most of these partienlar trad-
ing concerns and T cannnt see that the con-
ditions are any better to-day than if they
had not been started. I do not think the
eonditions of employment are anv better
at the State Sawmills than they are at Mil-
lars. The price of timber is not lower be-
cause of the establishment of fhe State Saw-
mills. One has only to ask any member who
represents the fruit-growing areas if they
can get cheaper fruit cases from the State
Sawmills than from Millars to find that it is
impossible to do so.

Hon. V. Hamersley: The State Sawmills
have joined the timber ¢ombine.

Hon. J. EWING: That may be so. How-
ever, T will deal later on with the statement
made by the Minister for Railways last night
regarding Collie coal. Tt has vexed me very
considerably, Tt is on a par with the state.
ment made by the Premier that the State
trading concerns showed a profit of £7,734
during the last finaneial vear. T will not eon-
tend that T know as much about these matters
as the Premier. T know that he hasg aceess to
records and has officers at his disposal, who
can place the necessary information before
him.

The Minister for Education: The amount
of £7,784 iz merely cash transferred from
the State trading account to revenue and
has nothing whatever to do with the profit
or loss on the State trading concerns last
year.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles:
way hy the Premier,

It was not put that

a1l

Hon. J. EWING: XNo, the Premier never
snid that; it was not placed in that way he-
fore members in another place.

The Minister for Education: That money
represented the profits from two of the State
trading concerns which profits were trans-
ferred to revenue.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Premier {id not
say what the loss was on the others.

Hon, J. EWING. T intend to ddeal with
this matter as it appeals to me. The
Minister will probably deal with it as it ap-
peals to him. When he does s0, T hope he
will deal with the position clearly and
lucidly so far as the whole of the State trad-
ing concerns are affected. What we really
want is a thorough investigation regarding
the State traidling concerns from their ineep-
tion, I am net an aeccountant or n trained
business man, but [ know when one set of
figureg iz less or greater than aunother and
how to apply that knowlmige. I guarantee
that there is no man in this State who has
gona thoroughly into this question. Take the
question of the nctoal capitnl invested, 1
do not krow what money is invested. The
Premier has said that it represents two mil-
lions, That is a hald statement. 1We have
to take the Premier’s statement and he cer-
tainly would not make such an assertion
unless he were thoroughly satisfied that he
was correct. We want a plain statement of
what moncy is investel. [ wounld like to
ask the Government to take this matter into
congideration, bhut, of course, the CGovern-
ment do not do what we want on all ocea-
siong, hecauvse they say it invoelvee expendi-
ture and I am afraid, in addition, it dnes not
suit them. What I would like the Govern-
ment {o de, however, would be to engage a
first class accountant, who is not a civil ser-,
vant, and allow him to thoroughly investi-
gate this question and report to the publie.
I do not ask for a Royal {'nmmission or
any such expensive procedure, but I think
that if a trained accountant were to go
with this matter, the figures placed before
the people would astound them.

Hon. A, Sanderson: Hear, liear.

Hon, J. EWING: We will never get any
such clear statement when we bave people in-
terested in keeping their jobs in conneetion
with the State trading concerns. 1 do not
want to cast any aspersions on offieials, but
the information they give is not put in the
clearest way. I do not want a statement
affecting only one or two concerns, but I
want a thorough investigation into the whole
of them showing what is fhe actual capital
invested, what interest iz involved, the-.sink-
ing fund, and what depreciation has heen
allowed during the whole of that period. As
it appeals to me, the Premier has simply said
that thére is n profit of £7,784. )

The Minister for Edueation: That is not
so. That is a profit transferred under the
State Trading .Concerns Act and hasz no re-
ference whatever to the profit and loss on the
whole of the State trading concerns.
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Hon, J. EWING: That is not what we
inferred from the statement of the Premier.
However I aceept the Minister’s statement,
as it probably strengthens my point of
view. I do not think there is any profit.
I want to know what is the position regard-
ing the whole of the State trading concerns.

The Minister for Education: The amount
you have just referred to was transferred
from the State ferries and the State hotels in
accordance with the Act.

Hon, J. EWING: What about the others?

The Minister for  Edueation: The state-
ment by the Premier was purely from the
revenue point of view, and had nothing to do
with the State trading concerns generally.

Hon. J. EWING: In reply to an interjec-
tion by Mr. Angwin when he asked whether
the Premier’s statement was a clear one and
ineluded interest and sinking fond, the Pre-
mier said that it included everything, but
that the full,amount of depreciation had not
heen charged. If that is a profit and no
charge has been made for depreeciation, what
is the position? If we have only £500,000,
taking a quarter of the two million pounds
invested, the depreciation at one per cent.
would represent £12,500. If that is so, what
becomes of the profit of £7,7847

The Minister for Education: I can assure
hon. members that those figures have no re-
ference to the whole of the State trading
concerns, and that for two of those trading
eoncerns we have not had balance sheets for
last year,

Houn, J. EWING: I thank the Minister for
that statement. I think that everyome under-
stood from the Premier that there had been
a profit on the State trading concerns to the
extent of £7,784, but the Leader of the House
now assures me that it was not so.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That is the profit on
two of the trading concerns,

Hon, J. EWING: T am not dealing with
only two trading concerns, but with the whole
question. [Is there a profit or loss on the
whole of those State trading concerns? Had
the Premier said that the figures he quoted
represented the prefit on two or three only of
the trading concerns, I would have been satis-
fied.

The Minister for Education: He was deal-
ing with the revenue account.

Hon, J. EWING: Weli, I will leave that
matter alone for the time being.

Hon. G, W, Miles: The Premier said he
wanted to make it clear that there was no
loss on the State trading concerns,

Hon, J. EWING: That is the inference 1
drew from the remarks., I wunderstood
that the hon, member mentioned this £7,000
odd, and therefore was under the same im-
pression as 1 was. The inference was that
we had made money out of the State trading
concerns last year. If we take the ¢‘Statisti-
cal Register,’’ however, and analyse the fig-
ures given there, we will find how alarming
the prospect really is. T take the figures
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there as being an ordinary trading account
showing se much debit and so much credit.
They have expended se much and received so
much. Curionsly enough, it is all on the debit
side, and there is no eredit at all. The brick-
works show a debit of £750, ferries £665,
hotels £3,258, implement works £68,152, Boya
quarries £617, sawmills £19,590, shipping.
£120,453, and Wyndham Meat Works £152-
775, a total of £366,268, That is a clear
trading account, What the Government have
to prove is that they have stocks on hand of
the value of £366,268. Now have they? If
they have not got stocks to the value of
£366,000, then on their own showing there
ia a loss. ‘T have not been able to find any
statement giving particulars of the atock
in hand with regard to the State sawmills.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Or the implement works.

Hon. J. EWING: The implement works
have stock in hand to the value of £70,000 or
£80,000, but I would remind members that
£100,000 or £120,000 has been cut off the cap-
ital of the State implement works, and in-
stead of the works being eapitalised at £150,-
000 they are capitalised at £50,000, We are
paying interest on the £150,000, and yet the
works are paying interest on only the lower
amount, and thereby are able to show very
different results from what are actually being
attained.

Hon. G. W, Miles: What about their work-
ing capital?

Hon, J. EWING: That
cannot get at. I do not
State steamship serviece has any stock
ot hand, or that any other of these
trading concerns have any stock on bhand
with the exception of the Wyndham
Meat Works which may be holding con-
siderable stocks. If that would wipe
out the whole of the £366,000 to which E
have referred, all I can say is that it is bad
business, Here we¢ have at Wyndham a
huge plant which is gradually deteriorating.
[ am very sorry for the position in which
the Government fird themselves because
the difficulties are not of their own making.
These works have been built up and wp
uatil they have reached the enormous
capital expernditure of £700,000 to £800,000.
On every occasion when the Minister speaks
he tells us that the capital expenditure is
not finished yet and that the Government
want another £120,000 or £200,000 in order
to provide adequate storage accommodation.
This will bring the ecapital ceost of the
works up to abowt a million of money. I
do mot suggest that we should harass the
Government, but I want members to insiat
upon there being no misapprehension as to
the position. T certainly desire that there
should be no misapprehension as to my
attitude towards the State trading - con-
cerns, At the Wyndham Meat Works we
have an enormous stock lying idle,
machinery depreeiating in value., Members
familiar with the North-West know what
this means in that part of the State. On
the sea coast, the depreciation in con-

is what we
supposa the
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nection with the machinery would be simply
enormous, No doubt the depreciation there
would be equal to 10 or 15 per cent. If
the works remain idle during the next two
or three years, we shall lose an enormous
amount of money.

Hon. C. T, Baxter: Why should deprecia-
tion he higher there than down here?

Hon, JJ. EWING: Of course it must be,
seeing that the works are located on the
gea coast. In an ordinary balance sheet
5 per cent,, 6 per cent., or even 10 per cent.
is allowed for depreciation, and surely
when this amount is allowed on ordinary
plant, my estimate for these works in the
North-West is well within the mark., It is
up to the Government te do something.
What, I ask, are they going to do? If the
Minister found himself in the same position
in his private life, what would he do? He
would either have to go bankrupt or get
rid of these trading concerns.

The Minister for .Education: Private
works all over Australia are in the same
position.

Hon. J. EWING: The Premier has said
that the Government cannot sell these
trading concerns, If the Government dis-
played any energy and determination they
would be able to find someone who would
gell these trading concerns for them. The
Government would only need to advertise
them for sale or offer some energetic person
a decent commission to negotiate their sale
and I am satisfied that they could be sold.
T hope that after what has been said in this
House, the Government will realise that the
best policy they can adopt to-day is to
advertise these trading concerns for sale
and do away with them. I desire to con-
gratulate the Country Party. [ am not a
member of the party though I represent a
country province, and I claim to be as good
as a Country Party man. The Leader of
the House, too, represents a country dis-
trict and he is still a member of the old
Liberal Party or the National Party, what-
ever it ig called. The Country Party were
always opposed te State trading concerns,
but they made one exception. Mr. Willmott
pointed out this faet in the course of his
clection eampaign. He stated that the Coun-
try FParty were in favour of closing down all
these trading concerns except the State I'm-
plement Works.

Hon. A, Sanderson: It i3 quite character-
istic of them. '

Hon. J. EWING: That undoubtedly was
the position taken up by the Country Party.
Mr, Willmott did not approve of that sort
of thing and he said so clearly and dis-
tinctly. I congratulate the Country Party,
however, on having receded from that posi-
tion. They say now that if the Govern-
ment are going to sell any of these trading
concerns, let them sell all of them. That is
the attitude adopted by the Country Party
to-day.
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The Minister for Edueation: The Primary
Producers’ conference said that each under-
taking must stand on its merits.

Hen. J. EWING: If that is so, then I
cannot congratulate the Country Party. I
wag certainly of a different opinion.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Yon are thinking
of what the President of the conference,
Mr. Monger, said.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Monger is a level-
headed man who knows what he is talking
about and he knows that these trading con-
cerns must be disposed of. He also knows
that it is impossible for the Government to
differentiate between these trading con-
cerns. However, I do not wish to refer to
Mr. Monger, though I appreciate very
much the work he has done for Western
Australia. This question was diseussed by
the Primary Producers’ Conference and T
was under the impression the conference
had decided that all these trading concerns
shonid be disposed of. If that was not so,
then T must withdraw the congratulations
I previously offered to the Couniry Party.

Hon. F. E. 8. Wilimott: The President
distinetly said so.

Hon. J. EWING: Though in this ChamYer
the President’s word is law, the same thing
does not apply to the Primary Producers’
Conference. I congratulate Mr. Miles and
alse those who have supported him om
having put up such a splendid fight. I
hope the Country Party will find that they
eannot expect to retain the State Imple-
ment Works if they are determined to pet
rid of the other trading coneerns. It musg
be realised that this differentiation cannot
take place.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Let them lease the
implement works to the farmers if they
want them.

Hon. J. EWING: Certainly. I now wish
to refer to a few matters which have
attracted my attention. The greatest public
utility we have to-day is the railway sys-
tem, and T understand that this menth will
be the worst month the railways have ever
experienced. If this is so, I feel very sorry
for Weatern Australia. The railways are
certainly in a bad way. They have an in-
terest bill of £716,000 to pay, and during
last year they showed & deficit of £418,000.

Hon. E, H. Harris: That is a very light
deficit compared with the deficits in other
States.

Hon. J. EWING: The other States do not
appeal to me at all. We in Western Austra-
lia have a duty to perform and let us perferm:
it. Do not et us think of the Commonwealth
or of any other State: Let ug mark out a
policy for ourselves and then pursue it, pro-
vided we consider it to be the right policy,
irrespective of what other States may be
doing. It has been said that the tonnage ear-
ried by the railwaya decreased by 9,000 tons
and the passengers carried wwere less by
678,600, and that at the same time there has
been an increase in the staff of the Railway
Department of 524 persons. I do not think
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there is much in the argument except insofar
as the increaged staff is concerned. The rail-
ways experienced a few weeks of idleness
during the last financial year.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Fourteen days.

Hon. J. EWING: It is possible to lose a
lot of traffie in'14 days. However, the in-
erease in the number of employees is a point
that calls for explanation, The (ountry
Party fought the proposed increase in raiiway
freights tooth and nail but they have not
succeeded in moving the Government one iota.
On this question the Government remain ada-
mant. They say they are going to continue
these heavy freights irrespective of what the
Country Party do.

Hon. A, H. Panton: What about
freights on fertilisers? -

Hon. J. EWING: It has been pointed out
time after time that great valve aecrues to
the State as a result of carrying fertilisers
at low rates because greater production and
therefore greater traffic is the reswit.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The more wheat pro-
duced the bigger the loss on the railways.

Hen, J. EWING: I have a policy of my
own to suggest. There is considerable eom-
petition between the railway service and motor
lorry traffic between Perth and Fremantle as
a result of which the railways are not getting
the traffie they used to get. Further, people
are trying to avoid the payment of heavy fares
by taking up their residence nearer to the
city. The heavy fares at present charged
are a consideration to working people. These
are two results of the policy of the Railway
Department in increasing freights and fares.
The policy adopted by the Railway Depart-
ment is one of merely following the line of
least resistance, It is a policy easy to carry
out. The Railway Department, however, is
still losing revenme and we are confronted
with this position, that the department is go-
ing to raise the freights on agrieultural pro-
duce, timber and other lines unless the traffie
improves very much, and raise them to such
an extent that the industries in a large num-
ber of our eountry districts will be annihil-
ated.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: That iz not what the
Minister for Railways states,

Hen. .J. EWING: T am not af one with
the Miniater for Railways on a good many
points. T am satisfied that he is gquite wrong
in his statement as published in the Press
this morning. There is no doubt that these
very high railway freights are doing great
injury to onr primary production., MMemhers
know that the man situated a couple of hun-
dred wmiles from Perth cannot now get. his
vroduce to market and make the business
pay., The result of these high railway
freights i9 to inerease the cost of living. The
railways should reduee the freights anid carry
produce at a reasonable price and then the
cost of living also would come down. I
noticed Jast night with the very preatest re-
rrret o remark made in another place by the
Minister for Railways.

the
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The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
not in order in alluding to the debates of the
current session in another place. There is a
growing tendencey in that direction.

Hon. J. EWING: Have I the right to refer
to the Minister for Railways?

Hont: G. W. Miles: Refer to his statement
as published in this morning's paper.

The PRESIDEXT: The hon. member may
refer to the Minister for Railways.

Hon., J. EWING: I saw in this morning’s
newspaper the following remarks attribiated
to the Minister for Railways, who otherwise
has shown himself most sympathetic towards
the Collie coal mining industry, and has en-
deavoured to help it in every possible way
by providing wagons, and so forth

The PRESIDENT: T should advise the
hon, member not to be too accurate or too
definite as to the source of the statement
he is about to quote.

Hon. J. EWING: Very well, Mr. President.
The Minister is reported as having stated
that, in order to benefit local prodiction,
Collie coal was used by the Railway Dopart-
ment where £12,500 yearly could he saved
by the use of Newecastle coal. Those are
very serious words, which may do a great
deal of injury to our coal industry, and may
prevent people from developing other coal
mines in this State. A bald statement like
that, put forward without any extenuating
circumstances or explanation, must prove
harmful. T have known Collie for 20 vears,
and T know the difficulty that field has had
with the Railway Department. T thonght
that was all over, But when the department
imagine they could use Newcastle coal to

greater  advantage than  the Jocal fael,
they represent this to the Minister, and
the Minister states it publicly. I want
to kunow from the Minister how those

figures were arrived at. If it is costing more
to use Collie coal in the outiying portions of
Western Australia than to use Newcastle
coal there, that circumstance is absolutely
due to the action of the Government them-
selves in increasing railway freights. They
have to debit themselves with those railway
freights; they cannot get out of deing that.
I hope the Minister will be good enough to
state exactly how his figures have been av-
rived at, how mueh freight is involveldl in

them, and so forth. T am not poing
to accept the statement as it las been
baldly given. I am satisfiel that any-

body connected with the Collie conl in-
dustry ean demonstrate that it deces not pay
the Government to use one ounce of Netw-
castle coal on any portion of the railway sys-
tem of Western Australia, T, therefor:, take
the strongest exception to the Minister's lald
stotement, Having a notice of motion with
reference to electricity on the Notiee Paper,
T am not going to toveh npon that subjert,
except to say that the Tramway Department
have this vear lost £10,00M), notwithstandling
the putting up of fares, and that they
lost that money bv reason of the aetion ot
the Government themsclves in putting up
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the freight on eoal to such an extent that it
iy costing the Government 1.24d. to supply
a unit of eleetricity to the Tramway Depart-
ment., They have been obliged to put up
their charge for electricity to that figure in
order to make any showing at all after de-
biting themselves with the present high
freights on Collie coal. I really do not know
what the Government can hbe thinking
ahout. Ever since T have been a public man,
my policy has been, and is to-day, to give
the people the advantage of the Raiiway De-
partment thronghout the length and breadth
of Western Awstralia. I do not think the
railways should be ecalled upon to pay really
any interest at all. I have already stated
that the interest charge on our railways
smounts to £716,000, which seems a large
sum of money to forege altogether. But the
members of the Country Party, who have
taken a special interest in this matter, will,
if they go into it further, find that direct
taxation would be much more advantageous
to them, with freights reduced to a minimum,
than paying the interest on railway loans in
-the shape of the present high freignts.

Hon. H. Stewart: In 1913 the railways
made a profit after paying interest and sink-

ing fund.
Hon. J. EWING: That was before the
war. Indeed, I believe that in one year the

department made a profit of £268,000; but
that was long before the troubles and ad-
versities which now beset us. The course
which I suggest affords, in my opinion, the
best and speediest means of suecessfully de-
veloping out territory. If the farmer has his
land tax doubled, he will not ohject provided
he is getting his produce earried to market
at minimumn freights, That method would
save him hundreds of pounds. As for the
people of the ecitics and towns, they are
praetically dependent on the coumtry, and
they should not mind paying a little to as-
sist the development of our lands.

Hon. F, E. 8. Willmott: They have a
nasty habit of passing it back,

Hon. J. EWING: At all events, that is
a policy which will enable us to get our prim-
ary industries going and enable us to export.
Mr. Liyon, who has just entered the Cham-
ber, will back me up when I say that unless
railway freights are reduced, we shall not
have any suecess in “Western Awnstralia. 1
have the greatest sympathy for hon. mem-
bers who represent the goldfields. T know
thoge hon, members will be with me in the
endeavour to secnre reduction of railway
freights. Ever since I have been in this
‘House there has been one ery from the gold-
fields members against the impositions in the
shape of freights placed upen the residents
of the goldfields. Of course we know that
the goldficlds made the State of Western
Australia. Long before we had a policy of
land settlement, the goldfields started every-
thing going. Nobody ever forgets that. No
Government ever forgets it, or will ever be
allowed to forget it. But it seems to me
that Western Australia has not been very
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liberal to the goldfields in the matter of rail-
way freights. If the Govermment will take
heed of whag is said, it is my earmest desire
to point out that a policy of cheap railway
freights, and meeting any deficiency by direct
taxation, will give the goldfields the relief
they need. Mr. Harris will have something
to talk about if he can go to his constituents
and tell them that there is a possibility of
getting their railway freights reduced by
half. People will be far hetter pleased to
pay something in direet taxation than to go
on paying the enormous railway freights
they have to bear at the present time. I waa
pleased to learn from the Governor’s Speech
that a great deal is being doune on the gold-
fields to assist prospecting, that the Minister
for Mines has been so energetic as to assist
the industry by starting out 70 or 8¢ pros-
pecting parties. I do not know whether any
good has resulted yet, but I hope there will
be some tangible outcome from the expendi-

tura of the money. Althongh things
look Trather - flat on our goldfields just
now, we must rvemember that at any

moment the stroke of a pick may bring
fortune to a prospector and a new gold-
field to this State. That is the great thing.
I eonsider that the man who goes out pros-
pecting for gold or tin or coal iz absolutely
living the life. He thinks, ‘' Although I am
broke to-day, to-morrow I may be wealthy.’’
Tbkat is the spirit which keeps these men
going; and if they have that spirit, let us
help them, T offer my congratulations to the
Government on the assistanee they have
given to prospecting. It is wonderful to see
how old prospectors stick to the game. Once
in it, they would rather die looking for an
ounce of gold than live in luxury in Perth.
Take the position which arose the other day
in connection with the ore development—
telluride T think it was—in the Lake View
mine. I believe that certain people wished
to take the mine over and find the neces-
sary capital to work it. The existing
law, however, prevents them from doing so
immediately. I am glad the Government are
about to amend that law, so that people will
be able to invest their money in propogitions
of this kind without being robbed through the
medium of taxation. Reverting to fhe coal
industry, let me say that my colleague, Mr.
Rose, when speaking the other evening, put
the position very clearly; and I am sure the
Collie people are very grateful to the hon.
membet for bringing the facts under the
notice of the Government. Mr. Rose specially
mentioned that the Railway Department ean
effect great economies in ‘conneetion with the
Collic station. I suppose the trade of that
town is second to none outside Perth to-day.
It is an enormous trade. It includes not only
coal, but also timber and wheat. Mr. Rose
said that ag regards the Collie railway yard the
department could obtain a better grade and
more conveniences for weighing eoal and so
on. The present practice of the department
ig to convey the coal five miles from one mine
to weigh it, and then to bring it back again
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five miles—at what cost? By a little capital
expenditure they wonld be able to improve
the position, and reduce the cost very eonsid-
erably. I am grateful to thd Minister for
Railways for hia promise to go definitely
into the question of bins. Before he decides
on what he does, however, T want him to
thoroughly understand the position, It is net
a pood thing to have Collie coal lying too
long in bins, Bins may anawer at Fremantle,
but may not at Bunbury, where there should
be G-ton hopper wagons and a crane
with about a 12-ton lift. I mow desire to
refer to a place which I had the honour of
representing many years agoe in  another
Chamber—namely, Greenbushes. I visited
Greenbushes lately, and there ecame back to
my recollection the marvellous activity which
used to prevail there, and the splendid men
who formerly worked on the field. Yom, Mr.
President, may have visited the old tin fields.
Many of the old tin miners are still there,
but for some years, I regret to say, they have
not been doing too well. The member for

Nelgon (Mr. J. H. Smith) pointed out the’

other day that 400 tons per annum of alluvial
tin

The PRESIDENT: XIs the hon. member
again referring to the debates in another
place of the current session?

Hon. J. EWING: No, Sir. This is a state-
ment the member for Nelson made to me in
conversation—that for a period of 20 years
400 tons of alluvial tin had been sent out
of Greenbushes annually. At any rate that
is not being done now and there is no pros-
perity there, The people in that district are
anxious that a bore shonld be sent there to
test the eountry. We have the Collie eoalfield
in full work and the Government are boring
all over the State in the hope of finding
additional coalfields, but we have mno
other tinfield cx:ept at Pilbara, and
it would be a fair thing to put down
a bore at Greenbushes to see whether
or mnot lodes exist there. T hope the
Minister will give consideration to the sug-
gestion. I congratulate the Premier on what
he has done in connection with the work of
settling soldicrs on the land. I do not think
there is & man in the State who is not pleased
with what has been done in this direetion.
The Premier may not be regarded as heing
particularly keen so far as other industries
are concerned, and on some occasions I have
been compelled to take exception to what he
has done, but there is no doubting his faith
in the question of the settlement of the land,
and we are fortunate in having Sir James
Mitchall at the helm to-day, because under his
guidance the lands of the State are going to
be put to valvable use, and it is to the land
that we must look to get us out of owr trou-
bles. The Premier iz a man with a big heart
and I hope every hon. member will give him
the encouragement to which he is entitled in
connection with this policy whiech he has so
much at heart. In the South-West many
soldiers have heen settled on repurchased es-
tates and most of them are doing well, I am
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convinced that there will be very few fail-
ures, The Premier, however, is going beyond
that; he is going in for group settlements
which is the only effective way of peopling
the heavily timbere@ lands and bringing them
under cultivation,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Group settlements have
been a failure in Victoria.

Hon, .J. EWING: At any rate this is the
orly way in which we can settle heavily tim-
bered country. T shall criticise the Premier
every time I think he is wrong, but I do not
think my eritivism will be unecessary so far as
land settlement is econcermed. 1 think the
Premier knows far more about it than any
man in Western Australia to-day. A great
deal has been said about the unimproved
Jands of the State, and in this direction the
Government will have to be forced into taking
action. In the south-western part of the
State we have large areas of unimproved
lands. Especially is this the case in and
around Pinjarra. TFhere are opportunities
there which exigt in very few places. There
is the Murray River available and the pos.
sibility of irrigation is very big, in addition
to which the land is rich, There are large
estates in that district, some of which are
unimproved, and the Government should not
fail to secure possession of them.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Or tax them,

Hon. J. EWING: We find the newspapers
urging the Government to take action in con-
nection with these unimproved lands. Even
those papers which are supporting the Gov-
ernment are insisting that the Government
sbould lose no time in taking steps to bring
these lands into cultivation. Moreover, I
have heard utterances in this House and out-
side as well in a similar strain, and it seems
to be clear that the Government will have
te look inte the position. When it is pro-
posed to take action I trust that the position
of the old settlers will be considered. ‘There
are people in Western Australia to-day who
say ‘‘Tax the land; tax thess people ont of
existence.’’

Hon, J. Cornell: Force them to use it. «

Hon. J. EWING: I realise that many of
these old scttlers have done wonderful work
in the Btate, and they should be considered
before amything in the shape of heavy taxa-
tion is thought of. The Government, in my
opinion, should consult these people and aseer-
tain what they require. It may be said that
the owners of these properties may advance
the price of the land. My opinion is that they
will not do sueb a thing. The Government
should appoint someone who understands the
value of these properties, and in that way
arrive at what is a reasonable and fair price.
If an agrecment cannot be arrived at by
this method, I say without hesitation that
the land should be taxed or acquired.
The time to take action is opportune, seeing
that we still have so many soldiers for whom
we require agricultoral land.  Immigrants
must also be considered, and if we can secure
these old estates and place them at the dis-



» [31 AveusT, 1921.]

posal of new settlers, it will not be long be-
fore there is prosperity throughout the length
and breadth of the State.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Resume the
land and appeint an arbitrator to determine
the value.

Hon, J. EWING: I would not do that, 1
consider that the fairest way would be to ap-
proach the owners and first see whether they
are reasonable people, If they prove them-
gelves unreasonable, then the Government can
deal with them. I am with the Premier in his
policy of opening up the country south of
Bridgetown. Some people declare that we
should not spend any more money in building
railways. But let me urge that the construe-
tion of railways such as those proposed from
Big Brook to Denmark, and also from Bridge-
town to Mount Barker, will be the means of
providing encugh timber traffic which will be
more than sofficient to pay for the cost of
construction.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: The timber traffic on
the Preston line has proved very prefitable.

Hon, J. EWING: The argument was used
in connection with tbat line, that it would
not pay, but it has paid over and over again.
The timber traffic is responsible for that,
Sir Newton Moore contended that the timber
along the route would pay for the construe-
tion of the line, and his belief proved to be
correct, Neot only had that railway paid, but
it has heen the means of bringing about
snccessful settlement along the Preston Val-
ley.

Hou, F. E. 8. Willmott: The southern lines,
in spite of the heavy grades, are paying bet-
ter than the other lines in the State to-day.

Hon, J. EwING: At apy rate I have
quoted a concrete case, where the timber is
paying for the ling and where the construc-
tion of that line has been more than justified.
The same thing will apply to the other two
lines I have mentioned. At the South-West
agricultural conferences which have been held
each year, Mr. Money, the member for Bun-
bury, has advocated in connection with the

‘construction of roads that assistance shouid

be given by the Railway Department towards
this end. Mr. Money has advocated that the
Railway Department should get into touch
with the roads boards and supply the neces-
sary material at cost price. The Government
should realise that it is very important that
a step in this direction should be taken, With
regard to the ports of the State, I would like
to say a few words. The ports of the North
and that at Albany can be looked after by
the members interested; I desire to say some
thing about the ports of Bunbury and Pussel-
ton. At various times the Government have
spent a good deal of momey on the Bussel-
ton jetty, and in recent years they have
placed n sum of money on the Estimates for
improvements to that jetty. The money,
however, was never spent. I urge on the
Leader of the House to bring under the notice
of the Minister in charge of jetties the im-
portance of giving this question attention.
A sum of woney, I think it was £50,000,

517

was voted for the lengthening and widening

of that jetty. There is a considerable
trafic in timber there. I am not ask-
ing for unwarranted expenditure; the

money has been voted, bult [ suppose it
bas been appropriated for some other pur-
pose. I trust that when representations are
made some relief will be given in this direc-
tien. So far as the port of Bunbury is con-
cerned, T do not know what to think about it.
The intention was, when the breakwater was
built, fo ereet wharves along it. The people
of Bunbury, though they are not all engineers,
are people of ecommon sense, and they would
not hear of this proposal. It is sufficient to
8ay that the intention was not carried into
effect. The Government have improved the
jetty, and it is a very good structure so far
as it goes. That is to say, it meets the needs
of the eoal and the timber trades.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Was the harbour
deepened?

Hon. J. EWING: What we require there
is a commodious harbour. I am not saying
that we require it any more than any other
port in the State. But it is important that
something should be done when we remem-
ber the great territory which will feed this
harbour. Unless accommodation is provided
there, the trade will have to go to Fre-
mantle and people cannot afford to pay the
freights which the additional distance will

involve. Besides, that is a wrong policy.
Every port should have its geographical
trade. The Minister in charge of harbour

construction should have these facts elearly
brought under his notice. Amnother matter
that should be emphasised is the enormous
pilting whieh has been taking place in that
harbour, Those places where, a couple of
years ago, one could bathe, are now covered
with sand. Some time ago a dredge, which
was kept employed at Bunbury, was taken
away and the result was that gilting went
on at an alarming rate. Now the dredge
is back again and is employed near the
wharves. But all the time the silting is
taking place around the breakwater. It is
imperative that something should be done
at the harbour without elay, so that steps
might be taken to carry out the intention
to build silos and refrigerating works and
provide for ecold storage and everything of
that kind. It may be said that the Gov-
ernment cannot afford to undertake this
expenditure, ,but every effort should be
made to overcome the difficulty. Before I
eame to Western Australia I was associated
with places in New South Wales which
were not as big as Bunbury and which did
not have anything like the same trade; and
which places, under the managemeat of &
trust, collected their own dues and carried
out their own works very successfully, Will
the Government c¢onsider the advisability
of forming a harbour trust at BunburyT
The trust could carry out their own works,
borrow their own money, collect their own
revenue and, under a Minister, have charge
of all their own affaira. The money would
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soon he forthecoming, and a commodious
karbour would be built at Bunbury without
delay. We are told that to develop the
South-West we must have drainage with
irrigation. That is a sine¢ qua non, 'The
drainage, of course, can be carried out
nithout great expense. We lave in the
Collie River the most magnificent storage
for water in Western Australin. It is said
by those who know that 40,000 million
gallons of water can be stored there, or
seven times as much as the water in
Mundaring. I have seer the papers rte-
lating to it, and I must admit they do not
say that. But certainly they hold cut great
hopes of an enormous irrigation scheme
from that source, T ask the Government
is it not possible to go thoroughly into this
matter and see what the holding capacity
of the ground is and what the expenge will
be? It would then be determined whether
we ean get this enormous gquantity of water
with which to render fertile the magniii-
cent land in the South-West. It is well
worth the attemtion of the Government. T
know that the DMinister for Works has al-
ready given some consideration to it. At any
rate, if the Government can do something
in that direction I shall be very pleased
indeed. I cannot conclude without a word
about our position under Federation. I
feel distressed and anxious about our posi-
tion. When we see the enormous and wild
expenditure by the Commonwealth, the
huge departments they are building up and
the enormous salaries being paid, it is time
for us to wonder where it is going to end.
Ounly the other day Sir Denison Miller, pos-
sibly a eapable man, who has built up the
Commonwealth Bank, and who was receiving
£2,000 a year on which he should be able to
live, was granted an increase of £500.

Hon. H. Stewart: No, that was only the
deputy governor of the bank,

Hon. J. EWING: At all events, this is
not the time to enormously increase salaries
that are alveady large.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Tt is a question of
whether or not he is worth it.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Do not make
any mistake; the governor of the bank re-
ceives over £3,100 per annum,

Hon. J. EWIXG: T do not say the posi-
tion is mot worth it, but whatever it is and
whoever the man may be, he waus given an
increare of £500, Certainly Le should not
have got suck a big inerease at a time like
this., The true spirit of Federation was
simply that the Commonwealth should take
over Defence, Quarantine, Post and Tele-
graphs, (‘ustoms, and a few other important
departments. We would never have cntered
Federation had we heen ahle to foresee the
result. The Commonwealth take from us
every possible avenue of taxation. It seems
tr me the position i3 becoming intolerable.
They hardly leave us a feather to fly with.

The Minister for Education: They have
this vear a huge surplus to which, under
the Constitotion, we are entitled.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, J. EWING: I was most scriously
oppused to the amalgamation of the State
and Federzl Taxation Departments. The
Premier says it will save the State £20,000
prer annum. T do uot think anybody knows
that. Our pesition is growing worse in con-
sequence of the Feideral expenditure.

Hon. A. Banderson: This Chamber passed
the Bill for the amalgamation.

Hon, J. EWING: Yes, and the hon. mem-
ber and I voted against it.

It is very seldom that a private member ean
infloenee the Government.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Will you support a move-
meat for secession?

Hon. .J. EWING:; XNo, the hon. member
tdoes not understand. Faney a man in the
twentieth century talking about secession!
I am not in favour of that, but I am in fav-
our of putting up a fight against the disad-
vantages under which we suffer to-dav. The
Minister’ for Education is with us. He is a
strong advocate of our rights as against the
Commonwealth. I have heard it rumoured
in the street that the next move swill he the
handing over of the Savings Bank to the
Cemmonweaith, so that the Cominonwealth
may take all the money we have there and
use it in the extravagant way in which they
are using other money to-day. We did not
know mueh about the amalpamation of the
Taxation Departments uwontil the Bill
reached this House. Fxactly the same thing
may happen in regard to the Savings Bank,

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: The only way out is
to move secession at the conference,

Hon. J. EWING: I am hopeful that with
equal representation at the conference we
ghall get a hearing. Judging by the way the
tariff is being steadily increased, it seems
likely that soon we sball have no imports
whatever into Australia. I agree with Mr,
Hamersley that the surplus water in the
Mundaring Weir should be utilisell for the
people of Perth and suburbs, Even to-day
water there is running to waste hy millions
of gallons. [t is all nonsense to sayv that it
cannot be utilised and sopplied to Perth.
The position should be gone into very care-
fully inleeil befere it is accepted that this
cannot be done. 1 entircly agree with JMr.
Miles that the {(overnment should crect a
fitting memorial to the lnte Lord Forrest. 1
woulil not ask the people to subscribe to the
cost of that monument. 1 would make them
subgeribe by taxation. It is only fittine that
the Government should do something to rom-
memorate the life amd work of that preat
statesman.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [6.10]: Tn
¢ommon with other members I very much de-
plore the death of the Houn. B, AL Clarke,
He served his country well both in a publie
and a private capacity. When the Grim
Reaper called, Mr, Clarke was well on in the
evening of his life. T regret very much the
absence through ill health of my eolleague,
My, Dodd. He told me that, if possible, e
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would be here to-day. He is more anxious
about the business of Parliament than he is
about his own health. However, that is a
natural characteristic of the man, I am sure
hon. members will join with me in wishing
him vrestoration fo some semblance of his
former health, and that he may long continue
to grace this Chamber.

Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CORNELL: Since Jast T addressed
the House it has been my privilege to visit
an outpost of the British Empire, namely the
Unicn of South Africa and Rhodesia, An out-
standing feature to the ecredit of South
Afrien is that two races almost constantly at
way for many years past, who speak different
tongues, are now working together for the
benefit of their Union. A recent visitor from
South Africa said he was astounded at

the progress and resonrces of Austra-
lia. I can reciproeate by saying that
before I went there I was as ignorant

of South African affairs as is the aver-
age South African of Australian affairs.
That is not in the best interests of the wunity
of the British Empire. If there are any two
outposts of Empire between which trade mnight
well be improved, those outposts are South
Atfrica and Australia, particularly Western
Australia, T congratulate hou. members on
having averted what might have proved a
calamity. The ceiling of this Chamber was
in a much more serious condition than was
believed. A member of another place was
rude enough to say that it was shockingly un-
fortunate that the condition of the eeiling
should have been discovered. Be that is it
may, the discovery was a tribute to the eagle
eve of Mr. Doffell, who first noticed the de-
fect. The result of the general elections has
been the reinstatement of the Mitchell Ad-
ministration. Tt kas been sail that they were
lucky in getting back. The fact remains that
they are there by the will of a’ majority of
the peaple.

Sitiing suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: T was referring to the
decision of the electors given last March
for the reinstatement of the Mitchell Gov-
ernment. At such a stage in the existence of
the Government,. the best method that ean
be pursued by any member is, to the best
of his ability, to offer constructive and not
destroetive eriticism, As time goes on and
as age mellows, if -it. does not altogether
submerge, my impetwnosity, I am slowly but
surely learning that displays of destructive
criticism may be all very well from the point
of view of fireworks, but, as far as doing
any gool to those whom we desire to serve is
concerned, they amount to very little, I at
all times reserve to myself the right of pol-
itical indepenidence, but I will endeavour to
the best of my ability to assist the Govern-
ment to earry this State a little ‘‘forrarder’’
in the financial world, and in the other spheres
into which it may cnter. I congratulate the
Tieater of the House, and through him, the
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Premier, upon the Government’s renewal of
office. I join with other hon. members in
paying my tribute to the optimism of the
Premier regpecting the State and the possi-
bilities of its development. Optimiam with-
out imagination, however, is not optimism at
all. The only direction in which I find fault
with the Premier is that he lacks imagination.
He may be so cirenmstanced that he has all
the faculties of imagination, but has not
been able to impart them to others. He must
endeavour to inenleate into people that spirit
of optimism which iz so manifest in him,
Unless he develops this necessary power of
imagination he will fail to convey to others
that optimism with which he is imbued. Wa
have seen lately the imnovation of abolishing
Honorary Ministers. In another place this
event will not have so much effeet upon Mia-
isters, [ must, however, extend to the Leader
of this Honse my sincere sympathy in the
work that he has been called upon to perform
in piloting through the House the number
of Bills that come before it.

Hon. J. Duffell: He is equal to the ocea-
sion,

Hon. J, CORNELL: It is unfair to ask
him to do this. In another place there are
five Ministers to do the work, but in this
Chamber all must be done by one Minister.
Tt is not a fair burden to place npon him,
The position now is that he can only carry
out these onerous duties, notwithstanding his
ability, energy and perseverance, by the cour-
tesy of hon. members.

Hon, J, Duffell: He has a harder task
than the Leader of the Opposition in another
place,

Hon, J. CORXELL: That is so. In an-
other plaece it is the duty of the Leader of
the Opposition to tear things down, buf in
this Chamber the Minister is called upon to
build things wp and get measures through.
The question which is absorbing the minds of
most people, who take an intelligent interest
in the country, is our financial drift. The
burden of reconstructing the finances has
been jmposed upon the Government, and
whether we in this Chamber are satisfied or
not the electors have placed this responsi-
bility upon them. Tt is pleasing to know that
the Government have now been able to show
that our deficit is accounted for by the run-
ning of our public utilities.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And our trading con-
cerns.

Hon. J. CORNELL. I think it would be
anly tedious repetition for me to go iato the
question of trading concerns. When the time
is ripe for us to deal with them I will have
my say upon the subject. The chief of our
public utilities is the railways. Tt may be
inferred at a glance that there should be a
policy of retrenchment in oar ratlways—
wholesale dismissals of men and wholeszle
curtailments in our services, so that the trains
that are ran and the faeilities that are
offered will be such as to square the ledger.
That might be all right in a private concern,
but when we take into consideration the mag-
nitude of the State, its exigencies, and the
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requirements of its inhabitants, T think we
e¢an at once dismiss the idea of rimning the
railways on purely business lines to square
the ledger.

Hon. .J. Luffell: Do you not think the in-
anguration of the zome system wounld assist
matters?

Tor, J. (ORNELL: We have above all
to ta%e into consideration the reguirements,
the nevessities of, and the aeccommodation
necided for the people. The people of this
State are not situated in the same way as
those in Vietoria are. The railways in West-
ern Australia cover a greater arem (with the
possible exception of Queensland) than in any
other State of the Commonwealth. Our popu-
lation too, is more scattered. T believe that
there must be some loss in running these pub-
lic utilities, when we consider what is taking
place in the case of railways in other parts
of the world. Alongside our losses on the
railways we must place the services rendered
to and the boons conferred upon the inhabi-
tants of the State, One of the rcasons for
the decline in our railway revenue is the re-
trogression of our gold mining industry. Ten
years ago there was a gigantic passenger
traffic and food supply freight at high rates
over the railways between Perth and Xal-
goorlie, Boulder, Norseman, Laverton, and
other outback mining centres. In those days
90 per cent. of the beef consumed by the peo-
ple there went over the railways from the
coast. Our gold mining industry has now
seriously declined and the population greatly
decreased. Instead of beef, for instanee, going
from Perth to Kalgoorlie and the Murchison,
the greater proportion of the beef consnmed on
the goldficlds either reaches there on the
hoof or comes from South Australia, Our
greatest need so far as the railway system
is eoncerned is prosperity on the goldfields.
Nothing will bring vs back to normal more
quiekly. Our only hope in that direction lies
in our hardy spartan, the prospector. The
Commissioner of Railways occupies a very
unenviable position and has a diffieult fask
ta perform, Long hefore the war the rail-
ways ‘had been allowed to drift. However
much we may eriticige the Commissioner, weo
must admit that he is placed in fthat office
for a definite term. We should, thercfore,
endeavour by helpful eriticism and lhonest
suggestions to assist him to get uvs ont of
this diffienlty. If we adopt that poliey and
the Commissioner fails, we ean then say to
him that we have helped him, have weighed
him in the balance, and found him wanting.
Until that time we should not condemn him.
The two classes on the suburban railway
system should be abolished. There is no ques-
tion about two classes on the tranways., Our
metropolitan railway serviee is nothing more
nor less than a tramway service. Railway-
meli have toll me that at eertain periods of
the day there iz ne necessity to run such
heavy trains. In Victoria, where the svstem
is eleetrified, it is possible to pull off car-
riages at certain periods of the day and have
a greater number in the morning and even-
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ing, and fewer at other times of the day.
The same thing should be applied to our
service. During the winter months, when
comparatively few people are travelling ex-
cept at the regular times, lighter traing
should Le run than at present is the ease.
During the last three years I have had an
opportunity of seeing the tramway systems of
many other cities in the worid. 1 have seen
trams operating in Alexandria, Toulon, Mar-
seilles, L.ondon, Bourmemouth, and in other
parts of England, in Capetown, Johannes-
hurg, Bloemfontein and Durban. T have alse
seen the trams running in Melbourne, Syd-
ney, Brisbane, and Adelaide. After seeing
all these different tramway systems operat.
ing, I think the worst of the lot is the one
we have in Perth.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Have you been to Fre-
mantle?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, but ours is the
worst of the lot, I donot know whyitisso; it
showld not be so. Tt wmay be that owing to
the lay out of the c¢ity the trams start from
one point, all cars operating from the
ear barn which i situated at the eastern end
of Hay Street. T think that all ears run-
ning east and west should start from the car
barn which would be the permanent station
for those ears. The trams operating north
and south should have a permanent car barn
and starting point elsewhere, Nowhere else
will one find three cars running on the tail
of one another and none following. Why
should that be so? A benevolent couniry
pays for this sort of thing, but I know that
hundreds of people, including women and
children, pay for seats on fram cars and
never get them. Surely the importance of
Perth warrants a better tramway system
than we have at present. Despite the croak-
ing that goes on in different places, T am
convineed that if Perth gets a decent tram-
way system the people are prepared to pay
for it. 1 cannot suggest any improvements,
but T think members will agree that it would
be impossible to find a worse tramway sys-
tem than the one we have here. Another
matter which has been touched upon by
other members in this Chamber—although
there is only one member of the section I de-
sire to refer to who is at present just now—
relates to the Country Party. T mnofice that
references have been made in another place
in a very disparaging manner to the Coun-
try Party. If members will carry their
minds back they will remember that at one
time I referred to the members of the Coun-
try Party as bushrangers. At that period
they certainly were bushranpers, To-day
the position is that the Government of
this State is vested in a Cabinet half
composed of Country Party members
and half of Nationalistss. ‘The Coun-
try  Party have justifiel themselves in
the eves of the electors of Western Austra-
lia. T desire hon. membera te understand
that I am not sparring to join that party.
Not only in Western Australia, but in every
State throughout Australia and in the Com-
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monwealth as well, the Country Party have
justified themselves. At one stage I ex-
pressed the opinion that the genuine farmer
was not represented as he should be in Par-
liament, That day has gone by and whether
we like it or not, we are in duty bound by
the mandate of the electors to extend the
same respect, courtesy and agsistance to the
members of the Country Party as to the
members of any other dominant political
party in our legislative halls. It scems some-
what anomalous that we shounld hear from
Nationalists and prominent Labourites re-
ferences to the methods followed by the
Couniry Party, whe are cnly following sim-
ilar tactics and methods to those pursued by
the National Party and the Labour Party.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Country Party
have adopted the tactica of the Labour
Party.

Hon, J. CORNELL: They are adopting
those methods, but they are participating in
the Government of the State.

Hon. J. Duffell: They adopted the hire
purchase system.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Referring to the
wheat pool, I favour the creation of a Com-
monwealth wheat pool, I waa one of those
whe, when a Bill was first introduced to es-
tablish a pool—and that measure was op-

posed by members of the Country
Party—asserted that the wheat pool
had come to stay. T am not often
given eredit for statements I make,
but to-day members of the Country

Party and farmers of this State have said.

to me: ““If you ever utiered wards of wis-
dom, Cornell, you did so on that oceasion.’?
If a pool was necessary during the course
of the war when the existence of the nation
was at stake and when it was necessary
that the nation should be fully equipped
to come out of the great strugple success-
fully, it is equally necessary in times of
peace. To-day the farmer has recognised
the wisdom of the pool and he is satisfied
with the management of the pool. Who is
better qualified to give an opinion on the
question of whether or not the pool should
be continned than the man who grows the
wheat? T think that quite 95 per cent. of
the farmers in this State as well as in New
South Wales and Victoria, and alse in
South Australia—if the farmers there had
the real question put before them clearly—
are in favour of the continuance of a wheat
pool. A federal pool ean be run success-
fully, but if we e¢annot have a Common-
wealth pool we have to take this question
into consideration: Can the farmers of thig
State run a pool off their own bat? I have
doubts as to whether they can or cannot.
I am inclined to think that a distinct pool
in Western Australia is not an easy matier
to accomplish. At any rate, it would not
be 80 easy to conduct as the Common-
wealth pool. .

Hon. J. Duffell: There are indications
that some will run amok.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: During my two re-
cent visits to the Eastern States I learned
that the main movers in favour of the
abolition of the pool and a reversion to
pre-war conditions, are not the farmers, but
those individuals, firms and corporations
who bought wheat from the farmers in pre-
war days., The result has beeu that we
have seen evidence in the natural corollary
‘of a combination of the Labour Party and
the Country Party—the representatives of
the workers and the producers—to defeat
the Government who were in favour of
going back to pre-war conditions. I doubt
whether there will be any necessity for
further argument regarding that pool after
the elections,

Hon. T2 Duffell: If some of the farmers
had their way, the people would be paying
1s. a loaf for their breaw,

Hon, J. CORNELL: I bave yet to learn—
and I was a farmer until I was starved off
the land—that the farmers or the workers
can strike a harder bargain than some
other sectious of the commereial community.
I am ineclined to think that farmers or
wortkmen would be more genercus if they
had one in a corner than would be experi-
enced at the hands of other gentlemen in
the commercial community. Whether it be
a Federal pool or an independent State
pool, if the collective credit of the Com-
monwealth js called in to finance a pool,
the people of the Commonwealth must take
a big share in the administration of the
pool. If the collective credit of the com-
munity is not drawn upon I think the
farmers should be allowed to run the pool
themselves. I would go further and adve-
cate a pool for a period of five years.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: There i3 nothing to pre-
vent the farmers doning that themselves.

Hon, J. CORNELL: In addition I would
advocate the price for wheat for home con-
sumption being fixed at a flat rate over a
period of five years. Surely we are able
to decide what is a fair price to may for
wheat for local consumption without de-
pending on anything like the world’s parity
which varies from month to monih. .

Hon. J. Duffell: You have 10 ilea what
avill oceur in the commercial world in three
months’ time.

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: I know what would
happen and that is that everything would
go to the commereial community., 1 con-
gratulate the Government on the statement
appearing in the Governor’s Speech regard-
ing the scttlement of soldiers on the land.
Tha details show that 3,954 soldiers have
actually been settled and the ecommitments
amount to £4,383,000. * This gives an aver-
age of abont £1,088, per soldier. Compared
with what has been done in the interests of
the returned soldier in other States, West-
ero Australin can congratulate herself upon
the achievements here. Reference has been
made to what the Premier (Sir James
Mitehell) has done in the interests of
soldier settlement. I desire to give every
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credit to the Premier for what he has done,
but there is ome man in additieon to whom
I take off my hat and ke is Mr. MeLarty,
the managing trustee of the Agricultural
Bank and Contreller of Soldier Settlement
The test of whether Mr. MeLarty has sue-
ceeded or mot can best be obtained from the
soldiers themselves, They are all satigiad
with Mr, MeLarty’s attitude because they
rcalise that he has given them a very fair
deal. He has not allowed them to po where
he thinks they cannot succeed and he has
put no man on land where lLe has thought
he himself could not succeed. I desire io
draw attention te & wild and woolly state-
ment made by a gentleman named Thomsen
in another place. He said that Queensland
had dore better than all the remaining States
collectively. '

Hon. G. W, Miles:
that?

Hon, J. CORNKELL: I do not desire to
particularise. I do not know at what hour
of the evening the statement was made. I
recently attended a soldiers’ conference in
Brisbane where all the States were repre-
sented. We discussed the question of land
gettlement and I found that every repre-
sentative from the different States was not
content to place his particular State second
to any other State. Surely that is the best
answer to the statement in another place.
Queeneland has not done better than any of
the other five States of the Commonwealth.
It shows that in the opinion of soldiera
themselves the other States have done
equally well, if not better, than Queensland.
I have been given to understand that under
our soldier settlement scheme, ex-goldiera
who had conditional purchase land either
before onlistment or selected subsequently,
would have 50 per cent. returned to
them. That was 2 generous act on
behalf of the people of this State. It
was a dne recognition of their services
in defence of this country. Speaking
subject to eorrection, however, I understand
that the soldiers, who in many cases do not
know where they stand, have been asked to

"pay for their land in half the period given
other settlers to pay for their land. That is
to say, 2 man who was not a scldier had per:
haps 20 veara' in which, to pay for his con-
ditional purchase land and the man wha was
a soldier hatl 10 years, or in any casc less
than 20 years.

Hon. G. W, Miles: That ought to be altered

Hon. T. CORNELL: T agrée. Men going
on virgin land are in an infinitely better posi-
tion in the serond 10 years than in the first
10 years.

Hen, J. Mills: They get the first five years
free,

Hon. J. ("ORNELL: That is so, hut they
have to make np for it afterwards.

Hon. J. Duffell: Tn the next five years?

Hon. T. CORNELL: That is the point-1
want eleared up, The intention was that the
price shoull he redueerd by 51t per cent. and
the periad allowed for payment should still
be the same. It i3 too soom to offer

Which Thomson was
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any optimistic opinion as to whether
soldier settlement is going to be sue-
cessful. Tt is necessary to understand

the psychology of the soldier in the
aggregate before ome can venture o propheey
in that direction. The only real test we ean
apply is the test of time. For the man who
will not try to make good after the State has
done so much for him, the Leagne, with which
I have the honour to be connected, has very
little time. As regards immigration, the
Governor’s Speech states that 3,400 immi-
grants were received during the two years
ended the 30th June, 1920. No figures are
given for the year ended Jumne, 1921, XNo
figures are given as to how many of the 3,400
settlers went on the land. The Speech goes
on to say— ’

In view of the alarming dispropertion of
metropolitan to rural population as dis-
closed by the recent census, it is inecreas-
ingly necessary that new arrivals should he
men and women suwitable for country life
and adapted to country industries.

I am one of those who believe that there ean-
not be too many people in Australia, and I
also helieve that any system of immigration
nmust be regulated. Men should not be lured
to come here under false pretences. If they
are, their value to the Btate will be destroyed
immediately they are undeceived. There is
another chamnel in whiech I think we could
direct our energies with a view to settling
the country instead of bringing people out
from England. Why not encourage our own
people who are in the cities to go out into
the country? Why not devote attention to
this propesal? The controller of the soldier
settlement scheme would prefer to settle
soldiers rather than immigrants on the land.
Thig is tantamount to saying that our own
people are more likely to succeed in land
gettlement. In the past too mueh eclaptrap
has been spoken about getting immigrants to
settle here, and too little attention has been
devoted to encouraging our own people to
settle on the land. If our own people were
settled on the land and the immigrants took
their places in the towns to some degree, the
immigrants and the country woulidl be the
hetter for it.  Personally T prefer the Scots-
man as an immigrant, but with alt due re-
speet to those who come from the old country
I would back the young eity-bred Australian
to make good on the land in half the time
that one of the best type of immigrants from
the old country would do. I now come to
what T consider is a most vital problem,
namely that affecting the mining indnatry.
Xo one doubts the importance of mining to
this Siate. Say what we like about the
agrieultural and pastoral resources, we must
admit that the prime factor responsible for the
population the State contains to-day was the
gold discoveries. Onr gold output is on fhe
decline. There are two ways in which this
decline may be cheeked. One is by the open-
ing up of new discoveries’ and the other is
to do better with the resources we know of,
I hope T shall be pardoned if T draw com-



[31 AwgusT, 1921.]

parisons between mining in Johannesburg and
in Western Australia. Though I have repre-
acnted the Golden Mile in this Parliament
for 10 years, T was agreeably surprised dur-
ing my sojourn in South Africa to find how
far Johannesburg was ahead of us, I may
be assailed for teferring to this, but here
goes, I shall take the consequences. There
has been great antipathy and objection to the
concentration of leases and labour in our min-
ing areas. This was justified because the con-
centration of leases and labour was not safe-
guarded as it should have been. I make bold
to say that there is a good many years of life
in the mines of the Golden Mile yet if we
only adopt some up-to-date system of concen-
tration of leases, and consolidate our labour,
effort and output. Though under such a
system fewer men in the aggregate might he
employed, the life of the field would be con-
siderably lengthened. We have a group of
mines, the Great Boulder, Horseshoe, Ivanhoe,
Perseverance—the latter working on tribute,
and paying perhaps the biggest profit of any
—the Associated, Kalgurli, South Kalgurli, and
Lake View, all within a radius of half a mile.
We have separate management, separate bat-
teries, separate treatmeat plants, everything
geparate. If they were all working under a
system of concentration of leases such as
prevails in Johannesburg, we conld do away
with a great proportion of the overhead
charges and serap a great many of the plants,
retaining only one up-to-date plant. When
T mention a mine like the New Modderfon-
tein group, which works only one shift under-
ground in the 24 hours and can keep 600
head of stamps going, members will agrec
that it is a wonderful tribute to what the
conecntration of leases, labour and effort can
accomplish.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Are the ore bodies hig-
ger than ours?

Hon, J. CORNELL: That is a big ques-
tion to generalise on, but they have more
faees, One of the disadvantages of the
Golden MMile, not experienced at Johannes-
burg, ig in connection with the lay eut of the
mines, Our mines were laid out for the rais-
ing of high grade and not low grade ore.
The lay out does not permit of the ceonomi-
eal breaking and hauling of low grade ore.
People often wonder why such big profits are
made by the South African mines out of low
grade ore. It is mot all due to the employ-
ment of coloured labour. It is dve to the
gigantic lay out of the field and the facilities
available for handling the ore. T saw
more underground labour-saving appliances
on some of the Kimberley diamond mines

and Johannesburg mines in one day
than T have seen on the Golden Mile
in all my existence. In South Africa

they reeognise that there is nothing so reli-
able as the mechanical factor. I have many
reasons for wishing to see the life of our
nining fields prolonged.  Some may think
that I am actuated only by selfish mo-
tives, fearing that the downfall of Kalgoorlie
might mean my downfall politieally. T would
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peint out, however, that I am liable to reccive
the noble order of the sack whether Kalgoor-
lie continues or mnot. I am anxious in
the interests of the State and the busi-
ness people and eommunity generally
of Kalgoorliec and Boulder that the best meth-
ods possible should be adopted to prolong
the. life of these fields. As regaris prospect-
ing, T am a member of the Prospeetors’
Board. The fipures given as to the number
of prospectors who have been sent out are
correct, but T venture to say that the hoard
are not satisfied with the results, The board
are of opinion that unless some alteration
it made in the policy we shall accomplish very
little in the way of keeping the industry
going. So far as the board are concerned no
initiative is possible.  The initiative must
rest with the men, Although the State offers
inducements for men to go out, those induce-
ments do not amount to mueh. For two men
going out, a horse, a turnout, and £1 a week
sustenance for each man are provided. A man
who goes out prospecting on £1 a week
is not taking a joy ride, and is not
going out for fun. The existing prospect-
ing arrangements have had two vears’ trial
and, with the exception of Ives’ Find we have
practically nothing to show for the work.
The position must be altered in the near
future; we must endeavour to break fresh
gronnd, I was greatly interested in certain
remarks made by Mr, Scaddan regarding
the discovery of Ives’ Find and the sharks
who made money out of it, and the result-
ant ery of ¢‘stinking fish?’ in regard to our
minihg discoveries. There is a great deal
in what the JMlinister said. As to the
drilling at the south end of the Golden Mile,
I cannot say whether permanent lodes exist
there; but if the diamond drill loeates what
can be deseribed as a payable lode, there
iz only one logical way of proving it, and
that i3 by putting in money to ascertain
whether there is sufficient value to justify
working it, As Mr. Ewing pointed out, the
hardy old prospector looks for alluvial
What we want is people who will put in
their money not so much for a rapid rise
as for a mine of permanent value, I was
greatly interested in the Minister’s remarks
regarding minera’ complaint. Let me quote
from what appeared in a mewspaper on the
subject—

The Minister for Mines said that the
only way to deal with the problem pro-
perly was to take the men out of the
mines hefore they became physical dere-

liets.  The Government should say,
‘*You’ve had enough, old man.”’ TUnder
a proper inspeetion system the men

affected could be picked out, the Govern-
ment undertaking to find sueh men other
employment, which would restore bodily
health and benefit the community.

Mr. Boyland: Why don’t vou bring in
a Bill?

The Minister for Mines: ““You must
get the public to appreciate the idea first.
I don’t know that the miners themselves
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would eonsent to a Bill which would com-
pel them to come out of the mines.’’ He
added that he did not want to foree the
miners out of the mines before he had
provided the necessary employment for
them in fresh air. The Forestry Depart-
ment had promised to earmark work for
these miners, whe had served the com-
munity well,
This is what the Minister forgot to add, or
is not reported as baving said: ‘‘and in
many instances served the mining share-
holders by sacrificing their lives at an early
age through the medium of a disease
peculiar only to the mining induwstry.’’ One
of the things I undertook to investigate
for the Minister for Mines during my stay
at Johannesburg and Cape Town was the
legislation dealing with miners’ phthisis in
Bouth Afriea. I cannot find words sufficient
to econvey my thanks to all those people in
South Africa, ineluding the Prime Minister
of the Union of South Africa and the
Johammesburg Chamber of JMines, and the
workers’ representatives here, for what they
did to assist me in my researches, Epitomis-
ing the position, I may state it in this way,
that ii silira exists to an appreciable extent
in the mines of this State, then all Govern-
ments of this State should he indicted for
criminal neglect, or else the (Government of
the South African Union should be indicted
for unjustifiable expenditure of publie funds.
I know there is ne man more sympathetie
towards the miner than is the present Min-
ister for Mines. He has good reason for it,
having lost two brothers by miners' ‘com-
plaint. The problem is onme we should have
tackled yecars ago. If it is to be tacked
in a logical manner, it must be tackled on
the South African method. There is no use
the Minister saying that he doubts whether
the miners will come out of the mines. Tf
gilica exists in our mines to any appreciable
degree, then the only course to be adopted
is that taken by the South African Govern-
ment with both the swhite miner and the
Afriean native: they have to come out. South
Africa goes a little further, they go to an
extent which T do not think we shall go in
this country, and says that the industry must
compensate the vietim, Here in Western
Australia, to-day we have responsible Minis-
ters practically declaring that our mines are
killing our miners, but we have not reached
the stage at which South Africa has arrived,
where the native as well as the white miner
working undergronnd comes under the phthisis
regulations. If the mnative is ordered to leave
the mines, he too is compensated.
Houn. ;. W. Miles: By the mine owners?
Hou. .T. CORNELL: Yes; and here we are
discussing tiddly-winking things to be done
for our white miners. In South Afries in-
vestigations and legislation as to silicosis
bave been in progress for 18 years, and
there the law is that no man suffering from
tuberculosis shall be allowed to go under-
ground. Such a man cannot get even a tem-
porary certificate to o so. Then comes the
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question of how the problem is to he solved
Lere. It can be solved to an appreviable ex-
tent only by means of a rigid medical exam-
ination, Moreover any man now helow who is
geffering from tuberculosia must come out of
our mines. Even without vompensation, sueh a
rigorous aci would merely represent justice to-
the man himseif and justice to hiz fellow
workers. The method of examination should
be definitely laid down by statute, as has
been done in South Africa. In that eountry
the phthisis Aect operates only where siliea’ is
prevalent to such an extent as, in the
opinion of the Minister for Mines, may
prejudice the miners’ health. Here our
courge should be firat of all to ascertain
whether or not silica exists in our mines,
and, if so, whether to an apprecigble de-
gree, and, further, whether in a degree in-
jurious to the health of the miner. L
venture to say, however, that one could
search Western Australia, and probably
Australia, unsuccessfully for an instrument
by which dust in suspension could be
measured with any degree of accuracy. It
costs the South African mining companies.
£380,000 a year to compensate for silicosis
avd tubereulosis,  But, in addition, on the
question of dust determination the Chamber
of Mines of Johannesburg expends £200,000
a year. From these figures hon. members
will realise that in South Africa the question
of silicosis is a stern reality. Tt costs the
gold-mining industry there a total of approxi-
mately a million sterling per annum. If the
South African mining industry has done
much for the South African mining mag-
nate, on the other hand the Sonth African
mining magnate has done a good deal for
the South African mining indnstry. All that
we have in Kalgoorlie as a tribute from
the shareholders of the Golden Mile
is that £200 memorial in Vietoria Park. I
ask hon. members not to deal lightly with the
question of whether our miners are suffering
as & result of their work in the industry. I
would suggest to the Minister for Mines that
if it is neecessary to take miners out of that
industry and to start them on the land, the
natural corollary is to try and prevent the
mining industry from ereating any more such
cases, 'That is the position, and it is a posi-
tion which should have been faced many
years ago. However, I may qualify that by
saying that so far as my researches: go, there-
is little or no need, in view of the experience
of South Africa, for dealing with the gues-
tion of causes predisposing towards silicosis
or miners’ phthisis nnlesa the silica in sus-
pension in our mines is sufliciently prevalent
to impair the health of the miner, That, I
repeat, is the first point te be ascertained by
the Government, Now let me deal with the
question of education. I am sorry that the
members of the late Royal Commission are
not present. The appoiutment of that
body apparently arose from the action of
hugybodies. There seems to have been no
method as regards the ecalling of witnesses.
Or, to judge by the evidence of some wit-
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nesses, these called themselves.  Though I
have not perused the Commission’s repert, 1
have read some of the evidence, and I think
it is anything but edifying. Reference is
made to ‘‘snobs’’ and ‘‘kowtowings’’ and
such things, It would have been a very in-
teresting feature of the Royal Commission’s
proceedings if some of the schotars had been
called as witnesses. Probably, more satisfae-
tion would have been got out of them than
out of various persons who appeared to tes-

' tify. There are only two phases of the sub-
jeet T wish to diseuss, and I do not know
that either of them is deait with in the report.
If there is one person who is likely to impress
his personality on the child, it is the teacher.
The finest asset we can have in a teacher is
the personality of a big man or a big woman
—higness of mind. I believe that hon. mem-
bers who had the privilege of deriving their
edveation from the late President of this
Legislative Council are agreed that, with very
few exceptions indeed, all that gentleman’s
pupils carried the impress of his personality.
Next, let me refer briefly to the subject of
forestry. On this subjeet the Governor’s
Speech states—

The great task of regeneration and con-
servation of the forest areas, made possible
under the provisions of the Forests Act, is
proceeding apacc.

[ have yet to diseover much tangible evidence
of that. So far as my observation has ex-
tended, all that is proceeding apace is exem-
plifiel in an exhibit in Barrack-street. Let
me be ecandid and say that until I
vigited a country where Nature had been
gtingy in regard to forests and where,
consequently, the need for timber made
itself keenly felt, I was inclined to think
that our Conservator had too much power
and was teo mueh of an autocrat.
From now on I am going to stick to the
Conservator through thick and thin. T will
stand for him against Ministers and against
legislators, because I am satisfied that the
average Western Australian has no eoncep-
tion of the value of our forests or what the
position will be if they are denuded. I notice
that the Conservator and the Government are
in holts over the extension of concessions,
and T am aware that very wide powers are
vested by the Aet in the Conservator. I note
this also that if we had more heads of de-
partinents and more men in official posi-
tions who would gtand up to Ministerial dom-
ination as the Conservator has done, we
would have a little brighter era before this
“eomntry. 1 am not going inte the merits or
demerits of the matter, or whether the Con-
servator or the Government are wrong, but
1 will say that Parliament has handed to
the Conservator certsin statutory powers
and, if we are going to get to the bottom of
the position and judge as we should judge,
we must 30 circumstance ourselves, and it
will be incumbent on the Government to so
circumstance the affair, that those who gave
the Conservator his powers ghould have equal
opportunity of hearing the Conservator’s
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side as well as the Minister’s side. One of
the things that bas made me swear allegiance
to the needs of forestry was the travelling
over thousands of miles of country where no
timber ever existed and where 1 found, that
owing to the absence of timber, there was
enly one thing to do and that was tp plant it.
The results that I saw were magnificent. 1
am referring to South Africa, and what I
saw there brought home to me mnot only the
need for eongerving our existing forests, but
the absolute need for their comtinnity. 1
will give one illustration of what foresiry
has done in South Afriea. Tt was my privil-
ege and pleasure to vigit the deep mines in
Johannesburg. I went down one 6,300 feet
on the vertical, and working at that level
they were pigstying their stopes with timber
grown on the lease within a peried of 10 to
13 years. This ia another factor in the low
cost of treatment at Johannesburg. Im cities
like Bloemfontein and Johanneshurg there was
not a tree of any deseription 35 years ago,
and to-dav one cannot but be impressed by
the growth of the gums there,

Hopn. J. Ewing: What is the size of the
trees?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Some of those whieh
are 35 yvears old are 2ft. in diameter. Other
mines also grow their own timber and the
process iz going on all the time. Then we
turn to Natal and we find that 80 per cent.
of the wattle bark used in Avsiralia comes
from Natal and that the geed waa originally
taken from Awustralia,. It may be said that
black labour helped to bring this about. My
inquiries showed that black labour was not
the inducing factor. The inducing faetor was
that there wag no timber there and man had
to provide that which was lacking. So far
as the planting of the timber i3 concerned,
the initial stage is the worst stage. At a
height of 5,000ft. ahove sea level there are
wattle plantations of luxurious growth, but
many individuals in Natal told me that they
were going out of the wattle business and
were going in for the growth of gums, be-
cause that would be more profitable. There
are thousands of acres in Western Australia
that could be planted with wattle; land which
never will be it for anything else. To use
the words of our own Conservator, there are
certain gums in this country that are rapid
growers, and he is satisfied that they will
grow as quickly here as in South Afriea. 1
trust that our forestry will become a reality
and that however arrogant our Conservator
may appear to be, we ghall give him eredit
for knowing his business, that his beart is in
his business, and that he is sceing 20 or 30
years ahead. The biggest guestion confront-
ing the people of Awustralis at this junecture,
and for some time to come, is the question of
Federation. I understand that before the
lapse of the present Federal Parliament a con-
vention will git in, Melbourne for the purpose
of recasting the Constifution in the light of
experience extending over 20 years, In com-
mon with many others who have endeavourgd
to take an intelligent interest in the working
of the Constitution, I say that the position has
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arrived when that Constitution wmust be re-
cast, There is no reference in the Governor’s
Bpeeeh to the proposed convention and I think
that every member who approaches the ques-
tion with an unbiassed mind, should en-
degvour on every conceivable occasion to
get the people of his electorate to take an in-
tellizent and lively interest in the need for
the amendment of the Constitution.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would you support
the appointment of o select commiite of both
Houses?

Hon, J. CORNELL: B8ide by side with
taking that intelligent and lively interest for
the amendment of the Constitution, we must
also take into consideration the question of
what it is best to do in order to bring
about the necessary alterations. Geing
back to the beginning, I am inclined te the
opinion that there can be only one satisfac-
tory convention, and that is a convention on
lines identical with the convention that drew
up the original Constitntion and handed it
to the people of the Commonwealth. We
arce all equal partners in this great Common-
wealth of ours, irrespective of our popula-
tion and resources. I sineerely trust that the
convention will be equally representative,
and that it will be chosen by the united
voice of the people. If the original conven-
tion was good enovgh te give us our Federal
Constitution as we have it, I think another
eonvention similarly appointed should be
good enough to go into the question of re-
modelling the Constitution, and I shall be the
last to advocate or subseribe to any move-
ment which will have for its objeet the ap-
pointment of a eommittee of any Parliament,
Federal or State, to take a hand in or say
what the Federal Constitution should be. 1
honestly believe that the people of this coun-
try could, as they did in the beginuing, eleet
intelligent and honest delegates to the con-
vention. I believe that a delegation elected
by the free will of the people would put
their shoulder to the. wheel and give
the best that was in them in the
light of experience, and that the decision of
the convention when presented to the National
Parliament should be approached with that
open mindedness which is characteristic of the
Australian people, and that party will he put
aside in favour of country and the Consti-
tution. Tn conclusion, let me say there are
many croakers in our midst who are of the
helief that the world is going to erumple to
pieees. T am one of those who believe that
every month we are getting onme mile-stone
nearer to & return to sanity and to a sense
of responsibility. Those who should take a
reasonable view of the position, but who are
prone to draw the long bow are Parliamentar-
ians, and in no centre of the British Empire
do T think we shall regain our equilibrium
and that state of affairs which prevailed
hefore the war more guickly than in Austra-
lia. I have recently had the pleasure of meet-
ing representatives from different parts of
the British Empire and T say, that there are
no places in the Empire which have
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fewer problems to solve and cap offer the
same possibilities as Awstralia and WNew
Zealand. If we approach the position with a
view of toleration, aml a greater breadth of
vision, and not be suspicious of one another,
and regarding only the grand issue of
whether or not this country shall prevail,
I am satisfied that all will be well with Aus-
tralia. WWhether or not Australia is too big,
its people are too large minded to allow any
section of the community to submerge it.

Hop. E. H. HARRIS (North-Fast) [8.16]:
I join with others in extending a welvome to
our new member. Also I deeply regret the
death of the Hon. E. M. Clarke, The
most impertant feature of His Exvelleney's
address was the reference to finance. Suecea-
give Governments have promised that they
would stop the drift, strengthen the finances,
and finally bring expenditure more closely
into accord with revenue., Invariably they
have failed to earry out their promises. Ie-
cently I looked up the financial history of
the State for a few years back. T found that
the last year in which there was a surplus
wag 1011. From that time forward the fin-
ances have steadily drifted. During their five
years of administration, from 1911 onwards,
the Labour Government accumnulated a defieit
of £1,360,000, or an average of £274,000 per
annum. The Scaddan Administration were
charged with having a poliey of drift, They
were held up to ridicule, possibly because they
were deemed to be men without finanecial
knowledge. For their inability to Tun the
country they were even charged with heing
an aggregate of addle heads, They were dis-
possessed by the Wilson Administration, who
were heralded as saviours of the State come
to stop the finaneial drift. They were men
not without financial experience, men with
reputations for commereial and banking know-
ledge., They were expected to straighten the
finances. However, they too failed to act up
to expectations. Subsequently, their admin-
istration was disposed of and the Lefroy
Government took charge in June, 117, Their
slogan was to live within their means and
strengthen the finances. In the absence of
any determined effort on their part to re-
deem their promises they were subsequently
superseded by the Colebateh Administration,
which proved te be only short-lived. Before
they could devete any serious consideration
ton the finances they were replaced by the Mit-
chell Administration. Tn His Excelleney’s
Speech of 12 months ago appeared the fol-
lowing:—

Yon will be further asked to consider
proposals with a view to brinping the an-
nual revenne and expenditure into closer
aceord.

That brings the Mitchell Administration up
to the present day. They, like their prede-
cessors, have failed fo live up to expectations.
Between 1916 and 1921 the (deficit grew by
£3,400,000. XNot only did the Government
spend the money whirh they had expected
to spend, but they had an excess of revenue
and spent that also, whick leads us ta believe
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that their policy was practically to spend all
that they could get hands on. During the
past year, the expenditure has out-paced re-
ceipts to the extent of £1,876 per day for
every day of the year. In other words,
every hour of the clock takes us backwards
to the extent of £78. We have now
reached a deficit of practically five millions,
and we have an interest bill of roughly two
millions, .July scems to be one of the worst
months of the year. During last July we
went backwards to the extent of £233 per
hour for the whole of the month. A summary
of this would show that during the Labour
reeord of five years we went backwards to
the extent of £274,000 per annum, while -
der the finaneial geniuges who took over the
reins of office from the Labour Government
and earried on for the next five years, we
receded at the rate of £680,000 per annum,
or more than double the retrogression made
mnder their predecessors. Of course, the pres-
ent Government have been up against hard
times; but, like their predecessors, they have
failed to come up to expectations. For the
last 10 years our deficit has been accumulat-
ing at tbe rate of £476,000 per apnum. A
financial review of the past is not cheering.
It prompts the gquestion, when is the borrow-
ing maunia going to end? We have a deficit
of over half a million per anoum, and the
Premier has intimated that our credit is still
goord, for which T think we might be truly
thankful. The Government, like Micawber,
appear to be waiting for something to turn

up. It is indicated "in His Excellency’s
Speech that they will bring expendi-
ture more into accord with the - revenue.

Naturally, we assume that they will adopt
the same methods as Dbefgre in -regard to
finance. Certainly they have had difficulties.
There was the shipping strike at the end of
the year, while the railway strike seriously
dislovated traffic and affected the revenue.
The Government seem to be out to make a
scapegoat of the trading concerns. I do not
intend to go into details regarding those con-
ecrns, for I uniderstand that other hon, mem-
bers intend to specifically deal with that ques-
tion. Bat it iz interesting to note that repre-
sentatives of the Primary Producers’ Party,
who share responsibility with the Govern-
ment, have now taken upon themselves to
eomdemn the trading concerns. I well remember
that when the much discussed State Imple-
ment Works were established by the Labour
Govermment the farmers applauded the
Government for their action, because of the
indirect influence the new works would have
on prices. To-day we have heard a good deal
of disensaion of the trading coneerns, but no
emphasis has been laid on the indirect benefit
of those institutions in keeping down prices.
We now find that the champions of the trad-
ing concerns are advoeating that they should
be abolished. When wheat was at 3s. per
bushel, the farmer was not half so keen on
disposing of the State Implement Works as
he is to-day. During the war, certainly, we
had a prosperity, brought about by the circu-
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lation of war loans. On this point I was in-
terested in the remarks of Mr. Sanderson re-

rding the amount of bonds and Treasury
ills, and I shall be interested in hearing the
Leader of the House on this subject when
he is replying to the debate. The absence of
any determined effort on the part of the Gov-
ernment to bring expenditure more closely
into aceord with revenue is the subject of
much comment. Naturally we lock upon this,
not as a matter of political promissory notes
which they give us when firat the House
meets, but more as souvenirs, The proposal
now submitted by the Government to meet the
position is, I presume, to float some further
louns to carry on with and to settle as many
people as possible on the land. That is a
most landable object, Our chief trouhle is
that we have not sufficient population for the
overhead charges we have to meet. It is
highly desirable that we should get as many
immigrants as possible. The war has faught
us one of the greatest lessons, namely, that a
nation should be self-contained and should be
prepared. We shall not be able to come up
to that standard without a greater population
than we have. Were we able to double our
population we might halve our debt and
double our production. Moreover, it would
be highly desirable from the standpoint of
defence. If we can fill up many of our empty
spaces we would strengthen our man power
from the point of view of defence. We claim
equality with powerful nations in the world,
and if we are to hold this country it iz cssen-
tial that we should fill it with people. I
heartily endorse the policy of the Government
in placing os many people as possible on the
land. The Premier estimates that we might
place 20,600 on the land. I do not claim to
be an authority on the question of where it is
best to settle people, but I am of opinion that
if we could settle them on laud that is already
adjacent to our railways, instead of in new
distriets inte which it would be necessary to
run new railways, we should be doing very
much better. The Government have set oug
upon a policy of retrenchment in the railway
service, Ags unemployment is not conducive
to production, I suggest that they might pur-
sue the same policy that was pursued in 1911
when retrenchment took place in the service,
To those who were being retrenched or who
were retiring from the service, they offered
special faeilities for going on the land. Many
of those who availed themselves of this op-
portunity have reason to be pleased that they
did so. As the Government are discharging
a’ number of men from the railway service
and probably the Civil Service, they might
offer the same facilities to those people.
There is a large amount of land available for
settlement adjacent to our railways, and the
owners should be called upon to wtilise it to
their follest extent or make room for some-
one who will. There iz farm land which is
only unsed for grazing purposes. Tf the Gov-
ernment, however, regumed it at grazing
rates, there would be a great protest from
the owners, who would elaim that they had
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no right to take it at that price. The
Imperial Government in 1919 introduced an
Acquisition of Land Settlement Bill which
providesdl for the ecompulsory cultivation of
land and enforcing the prineiple that land
ownership was a trust, the responsibility of
which could mnot be disregarded. The
measure also provided for the vilue of the
land being the amount at which it could be
sold by a willing seller to a willing buyer,
provided the arbitrator could be entitled to
consider all returns and assessments on the
capital value, for taxation purposes. This
meant that owners would be ealled upon to
value their own land, and the price at
which they valued it would be the price at
which they could be taxed. If that prin-
ciple were adopted here the Government
would be able to seenre much empty land
which would be suitable for immigration,
without paying a high price for it. The
railway facilities and other facilities
already exist there. It would be better to
utilise that land in this way or compel the
owners to use it themselves. To build new
railways before the war cost £5,000 a mile;
it is now £7,000 and the price is likely to
be greater. There are many country rail-
way lines which do not pay. Practically the
only railway which does pay is that to the
Eastern goldfields,

Hon. J. Ewing: The South-West pays.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: In a general way
no railway line has given such a return to
the Government as that to the Eastern
goldfields, during the past 20 years at all
events.

Hon. J. Cornell:
menced.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Tt is generally un-
derstood that this line has been the mileh
cow for the railway service. Owing to the
deeline of-the mining industry, the railway
gervice hag been somewhat curtailed even
to the back country on the goldfields. Dur-
ing the past week protests have been re-
ceived from various residents on the ground
that the only man who has been employed
in the distriet has been taken away, These
small centres oper np communication with
the back countrv some 6L or 70 miles away,
and the people draw their supplies from
that siding or station. The Government
ghould consider the advisability of appoint-
ing a local resident to act as station-master
for a small remuneration. It is not advis-
able to keep a station-master employed
there when he has only enough work for
two days in the week.

Hon. J. Duffell: He might be termed a
blackleg.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: The Government
should make some provision for the pro-
gpectors in these centres to enable them to
obtain the commeodities they desire. This
could be done in the way I suggest at very
little expense. I note it is the intention of
the Government to introduce the wheat
pool. This affects the price of bread, and
everyone in the eommunity. Whilst I would

Since the losses eom-

. if the other States were free.
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favour the Commonwealth pool, T under-
stand this State could not compete success-
fully as a State in the markets of the world
It is sug-
gested that this should be a compulsory
pool. T would strongly object to that, Under
a system of compulsion every farmer must
put his wheat into the pool. Those who
advocate this are the very men who de-
nounced those unions which compel men to
join their organisation, and in other words
ereate compulsory unionism. If the pool is
free we might consider it from an entirely
different point of view.

Hon. J. Cornell : Every pool has been
compulsory.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That would be all
very well during the war. It is apparently
designed to eliminate the middleman, the
man who participates in the labour of the
producer. Some 50 years ago there were
the staunch labour leaders who advocated
a combination of unions, We now find the
same policy is being adopted by the Coun-
try Party in order to forece everyone to
come into the pool, The co-operation of
the State with the Commonwealth in the
extension of activity and scientific investi-
gation is a step in the mght direction. The
recent exhibition in Perth has drawn atfen-
tion to the resources of the State. The
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie i3 a credit
to Western Australia. As the State and
Commonwealth are co-operating in the
matter of forestry investigation, they
might also co-operate in utilising the labor-
atories at the School of Mines for investi-
gation into the many known minerals of
the State. If the matter were put to the
Commonwenlth Government I think they
might offer a subsidy to one of the Schools
of Mines in each of the States. The Eal-
goorlie Sehool is one to which youths are
brought from every part of the world to be
giver & technical eduecation. Most of the
facilities required are there and with the
co-operation of the scientists and assayers
and others engapged there in the mirning
industry, much might be done to assist the
Bureau of Science and Industry. X hoped
to see in the Speech some reference to the
probable amendment of the Arbitration Act
of 1912, We have heard a great deal about
industrial unrest. The employers have
signified their desire for an amendment to
the Arbitration Act, and the employees in
the light of experience wish that the
machinery of the eourt should be altered in
order to facilitate the settlement of indus-
trial disputes. Nothing brings about frie-
tion quicker than delay in the settlement
of a dispute. These losses through strikes
exhanst the depleted earnings of the
worker as well ag the revenue of the State,
The advocates in this Bouse of the round
table conference from the point of view
of the worker are those who in years gone
by asked for an amendment to the Aet in
order to delete the conciliatory sections
in it. It may prove of advantage if
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we had an amendment in the diree-
tion I propose, but as we lhave a President
of the Arbitration Court and an employees’
and employers’ representative also there, I

fail toe see why these representatives
should not sit as a preliminary refer-
ence in the emse of any dispute

which may be Drought before the court.
It is vot always evnveraent to have the Presi-
dent who is a Judge and has other work
to attend to. It the other members of the
court were vested with power it would pos-
sibly be found that in a majority of cases
the preliminary matters in dispute ecould be
dealt with before the major question came
before the court. Suggestions have been
made from time to time to the effect that
our legislation should be amended to embody
what is known as the Whitely report which
was furnished to the authorities in the Old
Country. TUnder that scheme, represcntatives
of the employces’ orpanmisations would take
part in the control of the industry eoncerned.
I am not supgesting that they would be
placed in a position of taking charge of an
industry as was suggested during the late
railway strike. The workers on the other
hand would have direet representation in the
control of the industry. If we were to in-
augurate some principle like that, cven as
an experiment, it would give the employces
an opportunity of testing their efficieney in
earrying on an industry. Tf it resulted in
bringing about better feelings between em-
pPloyer and employee it would achieve good
Tesults.

Hen. J. Duffell: An experiment of that
kind was tried at Bendigo and it was not
successful.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: T do not think that
any sueh step has been taken in Western
Aunstralia, and if the Act is to be amended,
I would suggest that in the light of past
experience, representatives of the employers
and fhe employees together with the Clerk
of the Arbitration Court should be ealled
together to indicate what sections of the
Act have proved effective and also in
what manner other parts of the Act should
be amended, giving their reasons as well.
These are the men who have had actual ex-
perience of the working of the Act, and they
would be better fitted to show what amend-
ments are necessary and to set out reasons
in support of their suggestions. Such a re-
port would be of materinl assistance to mem-
bers in considering any amendments te he
made to the present legislation. The Arbi-
{ration Act could be amended in- another
direction with advantage. T refer to the
position of workers who are compelled to be-
long to unions. C(lireumstances at the present
time compel men to be members of an in-
dustrial union, and in saying that T refer
partieularly to the Aunstralian Workers’
Union. In many industries it has been in-
dicated that before one can seeure employ-
ment or before workers will consent to work
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a member of an organisation, I think it is
the duty-of both employer and employee to
belong to his particalar organisation, but I
object to anyone being forced to become a
member of sueh an organisation. I have a
ticket issued by the AWT. which I will
hand round to members for inspeetion. This
ticket has 2 number, name and other details
in comnection with the individual who is
joining the organisation. Attached to the
ticket are (lockets, five in number and let-
tered A, B, C, D, and E. Printed on the
docket, in addition to the member’s number,
are the following werds: ‘‘W. A, Mining In.
dustry Branch. Attach securely to ballet
paper,”’  Following the rules of that par-
ticular organisation, any member, desirous
of recording hig vote in any hballot the union
may take, must attach hiz dJocket to the
ballot paper and place bofh in the ballot
box when he rccords his vote. The secrecy
of the ballot box is now gone. This is the
most iniquitous thing T have ever heard of,
and T have heard of some very strange things
done in connection with industrial organisa-
tions. If it is desired subsequently, the
officials of the union ¢an look up the votes
reeorded and they can piek out the particular
votes required and thus they are able to find
out exactly liow an individual voted. It is
high time that the Act was amended to pre-
vent a man who is compelled to join an
organisation being placed in the position of
indicating how he has exercised his vote.
There iz another phase which it might be as
well to mention when or this subject, and it
is that when a man Dbecomes a member of
this organisation he is compelled to sub-
seribe to a newspaper, not a paper of his
own seeking, but the ‘‘Westralian Worker’’
in this State or the Labour daily newspapers
in the other States. OF the £1 which a man
pays to join the union, 5s. of that money is
deducted ostensibly to be paid over to the
newspaper, whether that paper agrees with
one’s political opinions or not, That money,
however, does not reach its destination. T
suggest that the Act should be amended. The
Trades Union Aet, section 15, paragraph (e),
provides that money ecxpemled in direetions
other than anthorised shall be repaid if
applied improperly undler the comstitution of
the organisation, If money were improperly
paid away wnder such eircumstances, it would
have a Dbencficial effcet if the union were
rendered liable to refund the money.

The Minister for Edueation: What ballots
are those tickets intended for?

Houn. E. H. HARRI®: Any ballot the wnion
desire to take. To show how it wounld oper-
ate: If there are 100 members in the union
and a ballot is taken, the tickets are attached
to all the hallot papers. Six men vete against
the proposition. If the executive desire to
find out who those six men are, they
simply have to lJook up the votes and
examine the dockets, The whole of the
numbers are compared with those which are

T b Yaebkdn AP F2ha Fanle tn dhe ensrakarie 1a
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file and the executive c¢an ascertain exaetly
who are the gix men concerned, The A.W.U.
is controlled from Melbourne. These tickets
were referred to in the Arbitration Court
quite recently in conuection with an applica-
tion for registration. This system cnables
the executive of the organisaiion, should
they so desire, to find out how an individual
has voted. Tf they are convineed that a mem-
ber of their organisation is not acting, in
their opinion, in accordance with the hest
. inferests of the organisation, they ean expel
him at a moment's notice and he has no
redross, Tf they find that a man has veted
on three or four ovecasions agsinst the de-
sires of the organisation, this system enables
them to ascertain what that man has done
and they expel him. 1n proaf of the state-
ment I have made that money has been ap-
plied for other purposes than those for which
it was contributed, I will read an extract
from the anditor’s report which was pre-
sented to the members of the AW, U, Wes-
tralian Coldficlds Mining Branch, at Boul-
der on July 29 last. The section I refer to
reads as follows:—

The long-continued contravention of the
AW, U, constitntion and general rules
numbers 10 and 29 has created an in-
vidous pesition, in that rearipts, ear-
marked for a definite purpos:, have not
been so utilised, with the result that an ae-
cumulated amount of £1,552 108, is now due
in respect to ‘' Worker’’ newspapers sup-
plicd to members, and through the failure
of the **Worker'' not being paid its legiti-
mate dues, it has been compelled to work
on an overdraft auwd has therefore been
facod with  the nnncecssary expense of
bank interest, Tt appears, therefore, that
pending the amount being lignidated, a con-
tingent liability of interest thereon may be
involved, aud which under the cireum-
stances would be quite equitable.

I put that forward as supporting my state-
ment that meoney has been applied for other
than the purposes intended. Herc i another
gem from the same auditor's report:

The minute book has heen perused for
the purpose of corroborating authorisation
of payments, and we note frequently that
ne record thercof is made, also that in
many jinstances the minutes are marked
‘“confirmed,’’ but are not signed by the
chairman. The system of pasting in sheets
and, in some cases, loose sheets forming
the reeorda of meetings can hardly be com-
mended, and we venture to say that were
the minnte book in the form adopted, re-
quired for legal purposes, it would not be
treated serionsly owing to the practically
unlimited facilities it offers for frauwd. Tt
may he noted that sinee your present see-
retary took ever in September, 1820, with
a few isolated exceptions, the minutes have
been written in on the numbered folios of
the minute book.

T quote that section of the awditor’s report
i furthor anrrnrt of fha vamaaele T veada
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will bring under the notice of the Govern
ment the desirability of amending the
Arbitration Aet. The mining industry
which has been the salvation of Western
Australia and was primarily responsible for
putting the State on its feet, every possible
consideration should be given. Tt has been
adversely affeeted by econditions lately. 1
wish to impress upon the Government the

_obligation that the State owes to the mining

industry, The Government and many indi-
vidnals are apt to forget what gave this
State a start in life. The gold mining in-
dustry has been responsible for enriching
this country to the extent of £143,000,000
and it hag paid in dividends £28,000,000. An
industry which is capable of doing that, is
worthy of consideration. Paragraph 9 of
the Governor's Speech refers to the pros-
preting parties who have been assisted by the
Government and have been eneouraged in
their efforts to find gold. It sets out that
126 parties have been sent out to prospeed
in different parts of the country. When we
recollect that there are 25,000 square miles
of auriferous country in Western Anastralia,
it will be realized that these men represent,
roughly, one prospector to cvery 200 square
miles.

Hon. JJ. Carnell:
there.

Hon, E, H, HARRIS: Tt is on behalf of
the pioneer prospectors that T wish to appeal
to the Government for help and considera-
tion, as well as for relicf from taxation. The
Government have indicated through the Gov-
ernor’s Speech that, in order te encourage
the prospector, they intend to afford them re-
lief regarding income tax. That decision will
he weleomed on the goldfields. T have a
eouple of illustrations regarding prospectors
to bring under the notice of the House.
The first refers to a man who  has
heen  prespecting in  Western  Australia
for over 14 years and hon. mem-
hers will know what prospecting means.
Mr., Bwing referred to the man who with
his eart and load of provisions goes ouf
into the back country, taking his life in hig
hands. The prospector to whom I am re-
ferring, had battled through Western Aus-
tralia for 14 years and he struck a big
of luck at Hampton Plains, He sold the
show and reeceived £6,000 in cash and shares,
As the vendor he had no right fo trade in the
shares for 12 months or some other specified
peried. That man discovered that the State
intended to exact from him £2,360 for having
found the mine.

Hon. .J. Cornell: And the Commonwealth
were going to take the rest.

Hon. . H. HARRYIS: Yes, the Common-
wealth would have come in for their share
afterwards. ‘This man was one of the finest
prospectors in Western Augtralia, and when
he learned what the Government intended to
do he said, ‘‘Tf T had collected from Tatter-
salls they would have asked only 14 per cent.
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notes and carried it on his person, and, in
the words of Mr, Kenneally in the Arbitra-
tion Court, bade Western Australia a long
farewell. That man left the State and wen?
to South Afriea, owing the State Governmens
£2,360, and also owing the Commonwealth
Government their share of taxation.
Hon. R. J. Lynmn. More power to him.

Houn. E, H. HARRIS: He daid, ‘I am <
man of 51 and T am not going to remain
here to give the State or the Commonwealtl
any of it.’’ He had a fear that if he de-
posited the mongy in the bank the Govern-
ment wounld get to know of it and would com-
mandeer some of it. Therefore he carried it
on his person for three weeks and then, shak-
ing hands with his friends and telling them
net to speak of his going, he left. This man
was an asset to the State and yet he hag
bidden the State a long farewell.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Driven out of the
country.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: A fortnight ago an-
other case came under my notice. A man had
been 20 years on the job, The only bit of
good Inck he ever had was to strike 400
ounces of gold some seven years ago. He
sold a mine in conjunction with three backers
for £4,500, but the mine appeared in his name,
His share was one-quarter. He had been out
for two years and 10 months, He was assessed
by the State at £1,050 and his share of the
cash was only £1,128, This meant that if
the State Government collected their charge,
the man would be left with £78.

The Minister for Edueation: Arve they
making him pay for the other three?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No. His share of
the cash was £1,128 but he is also assessed on
the shares which hc never received, or whieh
were no good. This should be regarded as
a return of capital.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: The shares arc taken
on their face value.

Hon, K. H. HARRIS: That is so. These
men did not receive a great amount in the
way of cash for their mine; they took the
greater portion in shares, But before this
man could put his shares on the market it
was found that the mine was not of very
great value. Yet that man was asked to ae-
eept £78 as his sharve of the find he had made.
To my knowledge that man has paid £300 on
chits to his friends and sapporters; he has
purchased a horse and cart and has gone out
into the bush again, and his friends are won-
dering what he will say when he returns and
discovers what the State Government ave
claiming. ’

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
monwealth will claim.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is so. The
Commonwealth do not know as yet that he
exists. When he finds out what the position
really is, he will probably follow the lead of
the other man and leave the State. ‘This
ghows how the taxation has heen hitting the
men whom we want to retain in this country.

And "what the Com-

531

It is having a bad effect on the industry as
it tends to stramgle it and prevents backers
and speculators, who are prepared to contri-
bute regularly, from supporting these pros-
pectors. If the major portion of the value
represented by a find is to be taken by the
Taxation Department, these speenlators will
cease to back any of our prospectors. I
weleome paragraph 10 of the Govermor’s
Speech and I hope the Leader of the House
will bring under the notice of the Govern-
ment the desire that this legislation should
be made retrogpective just as arbitration
awards are made retrospective. The unfor-
tunate man I have mentioned would then have
the benefit of the legislation and the man and
his money would remain here to be employed
in the inferests of the State, Another ques-
tion is the sale of leages. There were two
mines with excellent prospects which were
put on the market for sale. A bargain had
practieally been entered imto, but the vendor
stipulated that his consideration should be free
of taxation. When the éompany found that
in the one ease £32,000 and in the other ecase
something like £20,000 would be demanded
for the privilege of. huying that wmine, they
declined to conclude the purchase.  Conse-
quently this mine, instead of employing about
60 men as would have been the case if the
company had taken it over, has about six
men employed, and with the limited capital
at the disposal of the owner it is being
worked in only a small way. It is possible
to tax the mining industry beyond it capa-
bilities. I cannot too strongly emphasise the
fact that excessive taxation results in de-
creased revenue. What we want is assistance
for prospeetors so that they may be able to
locate new fields. ‘We have a new alluvial
find on the Hampton Plains property 47
miles from Kalgoorlie, Partly owing to the
tacties which have been adopted by the com-
pany, I do mot think they are aseertain-
ing the exact results of the allavial find

on that field. Most of the men are
reticent as to what they are finding,
because they desire to peg, and  the

company have the right which they exercise
of taking the adjoining bloeks. This ac-
counts for tihe attitude they have adopted.
We are getting some assistance from the
Government in connection with the bering at
the sonth end of the Golden Mile, the objeet
being to loeate the continuation of the main
ore body. The third hore is now in progress.
Many leases have been taken up in the sur-
rounding country, but it has been proved
that there i3 156 feet of overburden whieh
necessitates o considerable expense on the
part of companies or individuals who have
laases in surrounding district. It has oceurred
to me that the Government would do well
to frame new regulations, and instead of in-
sisting on compliance with the labour condi-
tions, as in the case of an ordinary lease,
they wmight deem thegse properties boring
leases. This would permit of various syndi-
cates or companies amalgamating their finan--
cial forees, and with the aid of the Govern-
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ment adopting systematic methods of boring
under Government supervision. This, I think,
would be welcomed by a number of lease.
holders in the district, because they now have
to employ labour when it is not a payable
proposition to do so. It is useless to look
for anything on the surface, and the com-
panies cammot be expected to go in for ex-
pensive boring planta, If the Government
came to the rescue of the various syndicates
and c¢o-operated with them, it would lead to
a systematic boring of the field, which would
demonstrate whether the Jode was there, and
probably the values it contained. This is not
a prespecting venture in the sense that pros-
pecting is generally understood. But what
would be an expenditure of £25,000 or £50,000
to the Government if any of thesc prospec-
tors, who have gone into the country, could
diseover another Golden Mile or a Great Boul-
der? After 20 years of working the Great
Boulder mine has submitted a report in which
it is stated that there is £760,008 of gold still
in sight in that mine. Lf inducements were
offered for men to locate a mine and even if
only one such as the Great Boulder were
found, it would materially help the State. In-
stead of our baving to appeal for popnlation,
people would fiock here as they did in 1895,
Just as it is necessary to assist the man with
the plough, so it is necessary to assist the man
with the pick. We would like substantial
assistance to be made available while the
gold premium is in existence. The gold pre-
mium has been the salvation of many of our
nmines; in faet, some of the mines are prac-
tically living on the gold premium at present.
A word in coneclusion with reference to the
Tributing Commission which was recently ap-
pointed. I am sorry the Government ap-
pointed the Commission. A better result
conld have been achieved if the Min-
ister had called a confercnee between the em-
ployers and the tributers. T happen to be
conversant with both sides of the question.
The matter fines itself down to three points.
Upon twa of them the parties were prepared
to meet one another half way, and this wonld
have left but one point to deal with. Had
some of the parties been ¢hosen to adjudicate
upon the three clauses of the Bill to which
objection has been raised a solution of the
tronble might readily have been reached.

Hon. J. Corneli: That would bhave been
more satisfactory.

Hon. E. H. HARBIS: Yes, because the
friction which now exists as a result of the
inquiry would have been avoided.

Hon. J. Ewing: Was that suggested to the
Minister? gge

Hon. E, H, HARRIS: The '\[Jmst»er mew
of it, but not officially. The difficulty was
to ;_ret the two parties together. Had the
Government made a move in that direction
T venture to say that success wounld have at-
tended their efforts. I again urge upon the
Government to assist the gold mining indus-
try to the best of their ability, notwithstand-
ing the depleted finances, and endeavour to
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restore it to the prosperity of its former
days. T support the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell, debate ad-
journeil.

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.

Regislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, S1st August, 1921,

PagE
Bwearingin of Member 582
Questions : International Laboor Gonfe:em:e 533
Busselton Jetty dredging ... G538
Cattle stealing by nborigines ... o 538
Leave of absence 533
Minizsterial smtement, ‘coal and oil pmpect!ng 538
Address-in-reply, Thirteenth day, conclusion e 534
Bills; Constitufion Act Amendment, M:ntiou
Introduce wit.hdrawn . ... 55B
Stamp, 1R. . . 5B
Land Agents, 1. 506
Auctioneers, 1R, ... 666
Grain, 1R. 556
Lnnd nnd Income Tax Am:sement Act .Amend- 556
Norr,ham Gool Storage. 556
Gold Buyers, 1R. 556
Inspection of MM:hlncnr, 1R L ... b656
Fisheries Act Amendment, 1R. ... Dbb@
Factoriea and Shope Act Amendment, IR ... 558
Building Societies, 1n. .. ... 558
‘Wheat Marketlng, 1. ... 568
Fremantle Municipal Tramwn.ya and Electric
Lighting Act Amendment, 1R. 556
Administration Act Amnndmens . “ ggg

Criminal Code Act Amendment, 1R.

The' SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER,

Mr, R. 8. Sampson (Swan) took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION—INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONFERENCE,

Mr, McCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Has he received any communications relat-
jng to the decistons of the International
Labour Conference bheld under the League
of Nations at Washington, 1919, and Genoa,
19209 2, If not, and in view "of the fact
that all countries who are parties te the
Peace Treaty are virtually bound by them,
that most of the countries bhave already
submitted the propesals to their Parlia-
ments, and 'that a number of the decisions
smeh as hours of employment, insurance
against unemployment, conditions of em-
ployment of women and children, regula-
tions governing the health of all workers,



